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TO THE HOST XOBIX 

GEORGE HORATIO, 

MAEQUESS OF CHOLMONDELEY. 



vr m vnnwt 



My Lord, 

The pennisfflon to dedicate the 

following memoir to a nobleman, who is not 
ashamed to cast his coronet- at the Saviour's 
feet, is a highlj-cherished privil^e. Although 
personally unknown to your Xiordship, the unre- 
served confidence reposed in my principles as a 
dergyman of the Established Church, demands 
a respectful expression of my gratitude. After 
a lengthened and efficient superintendence of 
the London Hibernian Society, over which your 
Lordship has so long and so honourably pre- 
sided, its late venerable agent now rests from 
his labours, and his works do follow him. I 
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rejoice that your Lordship still lives to lend the 
aid of your exalted rank and Christian cha- 
racter, to promote the cause of scriptural educa- 
tion ; and that, after the lapse of many years, 
you may be found occupying your present 
important position as the benevolent fiiend of 
Ireland, is, my Lord, the sincere wish and 
fervent prayer of 

Your Lordship's most obliged and faithftal serrant, 

MAIBEN C. MOTHEBWELL. 



HxRvsr Hill, Kilbba. 
March, 1843. 



PREFACE. 



The author at length presents the following 
memoir to the Christian public. Ministerial 
engagements, and the extreme difficulty of 
condensing the voluminous materials placed 
at his disposal within the limits of a small 
octavo volume, must plead his apology for 
the delay which has occurred in the fulfil- 
ment of his announced intention. If 'it had 
been considered advisable to publish it in a 
more enlarged form, much interesting matter 
which is now either curtailed or omitted, 
might have been given at greater length ; and 
what the author has been obliged to convey 
in his own language, might have been given 
more diffusely, and with much less labour, 
in Mr. Blest's words. In the latter years of 
his life, he was anxious to put on record 
his early recollections ; but the rapidly increas- 
ing failure of sight prevented him committing 
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them to paper, and he had them, from time 
to time, taken down by another. This cir- 
cumstance will account for the colloquial style 
of many of his observations. The author, during 
a visit to Dublin in the autumn of 1834, had 
frequent opportunities of listening with much 
interest to similar details, and witnessing the 
animation of youth commingling with the 
infirmities of old age, whilst his expressive 
countenance was seemingly irradiated with the 
brightness of approaching glory. 

As Mr. Blest's personal history refers to a 
by-gone era of religious exertion, the principal 
actors engaged in which subsequently adopted 
sentiments so diametrically opposed to each 
other as to prevent any further co-operation ; 
the author, however unwilling, had to enter 
into an examination of the discordant opinions 
adopted by them. He would have gladly 
abstained from an investigation so impleasant 
to his own feelings, as involving an apparent 
hostility towards individuals for whom he enter- 
tained much personal respect; but, under the 
circumstances in which he was placed, he con- 
sidered he had no other altemative. ' 

At the commencement of this reUgioua 
movement, Erastian principles on the subject 
of church goveniment very generally prevailed 
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among seriously-minded persons ; and yet but 
a few years laad elapsed, when a punctilious 
observance of the most trifling regulations, was 
made the test of fellowship with the party 
which the late £ev. John Walker collected 
around him. Ex'tremes are said to meet ; and 
in the case before us, we have but a single 
step between the most unbounded liberality 
and the most circumscribed bigotry. The 
author had long \^ished to see the religious, 
sentiments and practices of the period under 
review fully discussed; and although the 
biographical meo^oirs of the late Bev. Messrs. 
Mathias and Soe allude to them^ he does 
not regret Imving given the comparatively 
lengthened, though still imperfect sketdik con- 
tained in the following pages. 

The spiritual diestitution which then existed, 
has been succeeded by nK)re favourable circum- 
stances, which have permitted attentibm to be 
turned to the ecde^astical polity of the Esta- 
blished Church; and althcmgh some have 
latterly merited, to a comiderable exteuit, the 
imputation of sacinfieing the peouliar principles 
of Protestantism to an external union, embracing 
within its range s^tuxkentsr and practices incon^ 
si^tent with the word of God, more defined 
views have superseded the extreme laxity of 
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opinion on such subjects which characterized 
that day; and the result is, that piety and 
dissent are no longer viewed as inseparably 
connected. Discussion has elicited scriptural 
arguments in support of episcopacy; and the 
recent erection of colonial bishoprics has pre- 
sented to the world that form of church 
government in close resemblance to primitive 
times, when the church was similarly engaged 
in the conversion of the gentile nations. The 
rapid prosperity of the American episcopal 
church has also afforded a practical illustration 
of the efficiency and decorum of prelatic polity, 
without the adventitious aid of the civil power. 
The facts recorded in the following memoir, 
in common with the biographical works already 
mentioned, fully prove that it is to the revival 
of the doctrines of the Reformation we are to 
attribute the prosperity of our national church ; 
and that it is alone in our fidthful maintenance 
of them, we can expect the divine blessing to 
rest upon her. It is, therefore, the duty of her 
members, lay as well as clerical, to withstand 
every, even the slightest, encroachment on that 
protest against popery to which she owes the 
restoration of her ecclesiastical privileges, and 
her present existence as a distinct and indepen- 
dent compartment of the church — catholic. 
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Her reformers represent her, in the twentieth 
article, as the witness and keeper of holy writ; so 
that the preservation of apostolic doctrine is an 
eqnaUy paramount duty, as that of the divine 
institution of her ministry. * To be faithful in all 
things, her clergy must view these two charac- 
teristics as indissolubly united ; and make full 
proof of their ministry by keeping that which 
is committed to their trust. 

To prevent diversity of opinions and prac- 
tices, the church has adopted articles of fidth 
and liturgical formularies ; and it is on a full 
and distinct recognition of both, that she accepts 
the services of individuals who seek admission 
into her sanctuary. She also expects from them 
a conscientious observance of her own rubrics ; 
so that they violate their solemn engagements 
when they turn aside either to Borne or Geneva, 
by reviving fonns which she has discarded, 
or abrogating any which she has ordained. 

But let us at all times recollect with feelings 
of deep humility, and entire dependence on 
Him <* without whom nothing is strong, nothing 
is holy," that when the adorable Bedeemer 
visited his temple in the days of his flesh, he 
found its rites and ceremonies scrupulously 
attended to; and yet we have good reason to 
believe that the glory of the Lord had departed. 
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Let us, therefore, beware of incurring a similai: 
condemnation. We may possess a regukrly- 
constituted priesthood, the ark of the covenant 
containing the tables of God's law, and sacri- 
fices of praise and thanksgiving; but if the 
cloud of the divine presence overshadow not 
our mercj-seat, lehabod will also be written 
on all our ministrations. It will not avail us 
to join in the a<M3lamations of exulting pride 
when we contemplate our manifold privileges : 
— " The temple of the Lord, The temple of the 
Lord, The temple of the Lord are these T and 
at the same time ne^ect our momentous oblige 
ticHas. *' Where much is given, mudii will be 
required ;" and it, tlwrefore, becomes us to be 
constantly and fidthfuUy engaged in our Master's 
work. Satan is an ever active foe, whose hostility, 
both as to its nature and extentty is regulated by 
existing circumstances; assailing the church 
either through the vicdence of avowed enemies, 
or the treac^ry of {urofessed fiiends : but it is our 
duty not to desert her. The Lord has be^i *^ a 
waUof fire" around her in the day of hercompa- 
rative inactivity ; and when in obedience to hia 
eonunand, she cast away her spiritual sloth, she 
dwelt in perfect security, even in the midst of the 
fiercest persecution— hf» exalted Head sympi^ 
thized with her, and brcnight her forth unscathed 
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from the fiery furnace. She may, indeed, have 
been despoiled of a portion of her temporalities ; 
but she preferred the maintenance of her integrity 
to a dishonourable compromise of prmciple. But 
let us always bear in our recollection, that 
whilst ^* militant here on earth," she is in a state 
of imperfection ; and although, like the luminary 
of night, she may frequently present dark spots 
on her disc, and even to human view occasion- 
ally disappear, yet whilst the light of the Sun 
of righteousness is reflected by her, she will 
revolve in her appointed orbit, until the conaum- 
mation of all things shall have summoned her 
redeemed children around the throne of God. 

The principles and system of the London 
Hibernian Society, of which Mr. Blest was so 
long the efficient agent, necessarily occupy a 
prominent place in the f(Jlowing memoir. 
Ireland owes an incalculable debt of gratitude 
to that educational institution. A disunited 
population aff[)rded an easy prey to fonnar 
invaders, whose object was, to obtain possession 
of her verdant hills and fertile valleys, and their 
conquests were achieved by fire and sword ; but 
the London Hibernian Society approached our 
shores with the olive brandi of peace in the one 
hand, and the lamp of divine truth in the other^ 
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to heal the religious and political* dissensions 
of her people, and cause " the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God, as it shines in 
the face of Jesus Christ," to dissipate the spiri- 
tual darkness which enveloped the land. It 
acted on the firm conviction that the Bible was 
the only foundation of faith and practice, and 
that its sacred contents, when accompanied by 
the divine blessing, were, even from the first 
dawnings of youthful intellect, able to make 
wise unto salvation. 

* The following interesting anecdote is told in the Report 
for the year 1809* page 19 : — 

" A gentleman mentioned to a Boman Catholic the impor- 
tance of reading the Scriptures, and that the knowledge of 
them was conducive to present and eternal happiness. He 
referred to, and explained, some of the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. The Roman Catholic, after a considerable pause, 
and with a degree of surprise and energy, said — * If I believe 
these things, I cannot be a rebel .'* " 

Loyalty, founded on scriptural principles, is one of the 
objects which the society has always had in view, and its 
agent gladly co-operated with the Rev. William C. Armstrong 
in the formation of a school in the county of Sligo gaol 
(the first of that description in Ireland), which, notwith- 
standing the opposition given to it by the Romish bishop of 
Elphin, and many of his clergy in that locality, was productive 
of the happiest results in several instances of culprits, who 
declared that, if they had been acquainted with the Scriptures 
from their youth, they would not have been then placed in 
circumstances of degradation, as violators of the laws of 
their country. 
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The society commenced its labours at a period 
of religious apathy ; and the extracts, given from 
its earliest official documents, exhibit the enlight- 
ened and extensive views entertained by it6 
founders. And it is well worthy of remark, 
that the very suggestions made by the depu- 
tation which visited Ireland in 1807, in their 
reportj as likely to benefit the Established 
Church, point out the very line of conduct since 
adopted by her ministry, and which has proved 
so conducive to her welfare. At that time she 
was only awakening from a lengthened slumber, 
and her spiritually-minded members gladly co- 
operated with pious individuals connected with 
dissenting conmiunities, but whose motives were 
not influenced by the exaltation of party in the 
furtherance of a cause dear to the heart of every 
Christian patriot. The reader will perceive the 
reasons which induced the committee in London 
to restrict their operations to educational pur- 
poses, and that at a time when its members 
belonged to various religious denominations. 
The important letter, dated September 25, 
1811, and addressed by Mr. Blest to Samuel 
Mills, Esq. the treasurer, no doubt tended 
much to the relinquishment of the preaching 
department. However feasible such operations 
might appear to well-intentioned persons, his 
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long experience enabled him to point out 
tiieir inapplicability ; and the struggling exist- 
ence since maintained by dissenting societies 
of that description, then set on foot in con- 
sequence of the resolotioxi to which the con- 
ductors of the London Hibernian Society came, 
is a strong confirmation of the coireetness of 
his views. His capadous mind soared above 
the influence of sectarian feelings, and viewed 
matters only in their relative bearings on genend 
utility. 

The Komish hierarchy were not slow in per- 
ceiving the injury whidi the society would ^ 
inflict on their system, and every efibrt was 
made to oppose the schools established for the 
scriptural education of the peasantry. Denun- 
ciations loud and deep issued from every altar ; 
the artillery of the popish press was brought 
into fuU play ; and the inter£Brence of their politi- 
cal friends in the British senate resorted to, in 
order to crush so eflective an engine of religious 
instruction. But unaided l^ parUamentaiy 
grants, or encouraged ]by the direct support of 
government, the society flourished ; and each 
succeeding year witnessed the rapid increase of 
its schools. The early patronage of the -last 
Archbishop of Tuam — then Bishop of Elphin — 
was highly beneficial to it; and his Grace's 
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munificent grants of copies of the New Testa- 
ment, before its wants were so generondy sup- 
-pKed by the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
^labled it to extend its operations. The paro- 
chial clergy and resident gentry of those dis- 
tricts which were the scenes of its labours, 
hailed with delight, and assisted with pecaniary 
contributions, the establisbment of schools : and 
not a few of the Bomish priests joyfully availed 
themselves of its system of education, and even 
privately solicited from Mr. Blest, copies of the 
holy Scriptures in the English and Irish lan- 
guages for their own perusal. At one period, 
•he was in frequent confidential communication 
with several individuals of that order, who were 
convinced of the errors of popery ; but whose 
fiiith did not enable them to brave the poverty 
and persecution, which an open profession of 
their real sentiments would entail upon them. 
The time, however, has not arrived when such 
things could be made the subject of detailed 
account. One instance may be adduced — that 
of the late Rev. T. W. Dixon of the county of 
Mayo, who was afterwards patronized by the 
present Primate, and appointed successively to 
the curacies of St. Peter's, • Drogheda, auA 
Jonesborough — both in the diocese of Armagh, 
88 one whom Mr. Blest's fidthful counseLi 
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contributed to enlist in the ranks of Pro- 
testantism. 

The political events of later years have pre- 
vented the ingathering of that abundant harvest 
of which these things were the promising first- 
fruits. The subject of education has unfortu- 
nately become one of the watchwords of parti- 
sanship ; and in the strife which has ensued, the 
good work has been impeded: but the great 
Head of the church " ever liveth," and/ in faith- 
fulness to the promises of his word, will yet 
establish His spiritual kingdom on the ruins of 
superstitious delusions. " The vision is yet for 
an appointed time, but in the end it will speak, 
and not lie ; though it tarry, wait for it ; because 
it will surely come, it will not tarry.*' — Hab. ii.3. 
The London Hibernian Society has been an 
uncompromising witness for God; may the 
present negotiation with the Church Education 
Society, if brought to a favourable conclusion, 
enable the friends of scriptural education to bear 
an equally faithful testimony, whilst an alien 
from the spiritual commonwealth of Israel, whe- 
ther Protestant or Romanist, exists in the land ! 

The author feels it unnecessary to apologise, 
for introducing in this pmce the following im- 
portant extract of a letter forwarded to him by 
the Rev. Giles Eyre, rector of Kilmina, diocese 
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of Tuam, to whom it had been addressed by 
the Kev. Henry Martin, rector of Aughrim, 
diocese of Clonfert. 



Aughrim, August 26, 1842. 

^^I have really nothing to 

add to the many testimonials which have been 
ahready afforded to the well-working of the 
London Hibernian Sodety, and its peculiar 
adaptation to the spiritual wants of the poor of 
our rural districts. I say spiritual wants, for 
that which I most admire in the system pursued 
by that society, is the fact that it makes secular 
instruction subordinate to the communication of 
that knowledge, without which all learning is 
foolishness, and worse than foolishness. The 
grand error of the present day is, in my opinion, 
to raise the standard of secular instruction so 
high, that, generally speaking, we cannot obtain 
suitable masters to carry out the proposed 
systems, which, when carried out, will require 
in the minds of the recipients thereof, an 
mcreased stock of scriptural knowledge to serve 

^' The best proof I can afford of my opinion 
as to the society, is derived from the ftcts, that 
all the schools in this parish are still in connexion 

a 
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with it ; and that I have been the district agent 
here abnost since the formation of the society, 
and that I still take pleasure in affording my 
services to it. 

^^ I have met with many instances, not only 
of Koman Catholic children, but also of their 
parents, having become acquainted with the great 
truths of the Gospel, by means of the obligation 
imposed by the society upon its pupQs to comr 
mit Scripture to memory, for which purpose the 
Testament was brought home to the houses of 
the poor, not to be laid on a shelf, but that the 
task might be frequently repeated, so that all in 
the house could hear at least the letter of the 
Gospel. 

^^ I was well acquainted with Mr. Blest 
. . . . and considered him to be actuated 
by a catholic spirit, and ready to give the right 
hand of fellowship to all who worshipped Gt)d 
in the spirit, rejoiced in Christ Jesus, and had 
no confidence in the flesh." 

Such is the &vourable testimony borne to Mr. 
Blest^s character, by an individual who, as a 
fellow-townsman, had from in&ncy known him 
personally. The observations on the general 
subject of education, and the particular system 
adopted by the London Hibernian Society, are 
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well worthy of serious consideration ; as resulting 
from the experience of a clergyman of long and 
honourable standing in the Church of Ireland. 

From the size of this volume, the correspou'^ 
dence inserted in the appendix, is merely given as 
an expose of his religious sentiments.* His offi- 
cial conununications with the parent committee in 
London, during a period of twenty-seven years, 
contain much valuable information respecting 
passing events of a religious nature ; but inter- 
esting extracts from them have been published 
from time to time in the annual reports of the 
society. The author, however, does not hold 
himself responsible for every sentiment advanced 
by Mr. Blest ; the plan to which he adhered 
throughout, being the same as announced in the 
third chapter of the foUowing memoir, namely, 
that in developing Mr. Blest's character, a single 
lineament ought not to be omitted, that the 
representation of it might be as vraisemble as 
possible. 

The author cannot re&ain from expressing his 
deep sense of obligation to the Bev. J. S. Knox, 
vicar-general of Derry ; to the Bev. William 

* Many of the letters, although written amidst the hustle of 
official duties, evince much talent and deep thought; and 
contain very valuable information connected with the impor- 
tant subjects to which they refer. 
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Napper ; the Rev. Giles Eyre ; the Rev. 
Augustus Minchin ; the Rev. Henry Hughes, 
London secretary to the parent committee of 
the London Hibernian Society ; and Captain 
John Banks, R. N., for the kind interest they 
have taken in the following memoir. He now 
sends it forth into the world, fully conscious of 
its many imperfections, and will consider him- 
self more than amply repaid for all the trouble 
and anxiety it has cost him, if, in the language 
of his much respected friend, the Rev Richard 
Jones Hobson, prebendary of Connor, " it will 
do much service to the cause of religion in 
general, and be an especial benefit to the United 
Church of England and L'eland, as setting forth 
the estimate which so holy and unprejudiced a 
servant of God entertained of our Zion." 



Since the following memoir has gone to press, the Rev. John 
Burke, whose name appears more than once in its pages, has 
been removed to a better world. A. fuller notice of him, than 
what delicacy would have permitted if still alive, will be found 
in the appendix. 
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CHAPTER I. 

BIBTHy PABKNTAOE, AHD EABLT LIFE. 

Albert Blbst was bom on the 25th of April, 
1755, in Sligo, the assisEe town of the county of 
that name, in the west of Ireland. His fiither, 
William Blest, was an Englishman, from the 
town of Leeds, who, having .served many years 
in the army, ultunately settled in Sligo. 
While his regiment had been previously quar* 
tered there, he married Elizabeth, daughter 
of Albert Conyngham (a near relative of Sir 
Albert Cunningham, who, after having signalized 
himself at the battle of Aughrim, was killed by 
the Irish rebels near CoUooney, on his way to 
ipelieve the Protestants of Sligo), and Barbara 
Ormsby , related to the respectable &mily of that 
name, in the county of Mayo. 

During the first eleven years of Mr. Blest's 
life, his &ther remained in the service of his 
country, and the subject of this memoir was 

B 
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entrusted to the care of Mr. and Mrs. Conyng- 
ham. They watched over his infancy with the 
most anxious solicitude : and to the latest«mo- 
ment of his life he entertained for their memory 
the strongest sentiments of grateful affec- 
tion. Having had an impediment of speech, 
which was increased by the slightest mental 
excitement, he was permitted to gratify every 
childish wish ; and the total absence of early 
discipline cherished a waywardness of disposi- 
tion, which displayed itself in the irregularities 
of his youthful conduct, and which nothing but 
the powerful influence of divine grace could 
effectually eradicate. 

Mr. Blest always spoke of his grand&ther 
Conyngham as a man of cultivated mind, though 
of a reserved disposition, and as also possessed 
of much moral worth, and sincere piety. The 
Bible had been his constant companion, and its 
" great and predous promises" were the source 
of. abundant consolation to his soul, amidst the 
a^vful solemnities of. a dying hour. When he 
had reached the confines of time, his faith seemed 
lost in vision, and in the moment of dissolution, 
he triumphantly exclaimed, as if beholding the 
unseen realities of an eternal world, " Thou say est 
I must come, Lordl — I will, and shall, O my 
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God I" His mother was the daughter of the 
venerable Archdeacon Smith, and grand-daugh- 
ter of the Right Reverend Doctor Smith, Bishop 
of Killala ; and his father was barrack-master 
of the county of Mayo for several years pre- 
vious to his death. From him he inherited a 
landed property near Foxford, in that county, 
but of which he imprudently disposed early 
in life. The sale was illegal, but the sta- 
tute of limitations afte^w^ards prevented Mr. 
Blest, as heir-at-law, recovering possession 
of it. 

Upon Mr. Blest's parents becoming perma- 
nently resident in Sligo, in the year 1766, he 
was removed to their house ; and being an only 
child, the same baneful system of indulgence 
adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Conyngham, was 
continued. His attendance at school was entirely 
regulated by his own caprice, and no parental 
restraint whatever was placed on his conduct ; 
his mind was, at the same time, possessed of the 
most extensive capabilities, and the want of early 
education, so necessary to the full development 
of its intellectual powers, is much to be regretted. 
When brought to a saving knowledge of the 
Gospel, and endued with a right understanding 
in all things, his own good sense perceived the 
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deficiency under whidi he laboured, and his 
effi>rt8 to redeem his misspent time were to a con- 
siderable extent successful. External accom- 
plishments, as ministering to his personal vanity, 
occupied more than a proportionate share of his 
attention, and in his acquirement of them, he 
was much encouraged by his parents, who 
viewed a &shionable appearance as quite essen- 
tial to his future advancement in life. The evil 
effects of a neglected education soon mani- 
ested themselves. Being a handsome young 
man, of agreeable manners, his company was 
much sought after, and his associates being as 
wild and reckless as himself, he ran with them 
into every excess of riot. He impetuously 
rushed into a sinful course of life, which (if he 
had not been plucked as a brand out of the 
burping) would have terminated in the loss 
both of soul and body. His great musical talents 
became a snare to him, as inducing him to con- 
nect himself with an amateur dub, composed of 
respectable young men then living in Sligo. 
With such sinful companions the measure of his 
iniquities would have been soon filled to over- 
flowing ; but there was one favourable feature in 
his case — ^his conscience never for a moment 
slumbered : it fiiithfully testified agsdnst his 
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tpransgressiQiis of the divine law, and produced 
the most poignant remorse of mind ; but it did 
not, alas I effect any perman^it improvement of 
conduct. 

A circnmstanoe occurred during his boyhood 
well worthy of record, as illustrating the provi« 
dential care of the Lord over individuals, who, 
in his own good time and way, are subsequently 
made the recipients of his converting and sanc- 
tifying grace. His parents had occasion to 
reprove him for some youthful misconduct, and 
his unsubdued spirit felt so indignant that he fled 
from their house, with the determination of either 
enlisting, or adopting some oth^ mode of life, 
which would exempt him from all parental re- 
straint. During his first day's wandering he 
was overtaken by a violent storm, which caused 
him to take dielter in a miserable country inn ; 
he entered its wretdied kitchen drenched with 
rain, and benumbed with cold, and to his 
extreme mortification, found a smouldering heap 
of wet turf on the hearth. While in the act of 
yindling it into a flame, he was assaulted and 
driven from the fire by a drunken man, who at 
the moment entered 1^ apartment. He retired 
to a comer, and reflecting over the imprudent 
at^ be had taken, he resolved, like the prodigal 
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son, to return home. Not wishing, however, 
that his restoration to his distracted parents 
should appear as a voluntary act on his part, he 
went to a relative in Sligo, and solicited con-* 
cealment. The stratagem succeeded : private 
intelligence was promptly conveyed to his father, 
who lost no time in paying him a visit. With 
a joyful heart, though concealed under much 
apparent reluctance, he submitted on what he 
considered honourable terms. This inauspicious 
adventure quenched every desire of seeking his 
fortune in a similar way. 

At a suitable age he was placed under the 
care of a Mr. Cope, who was in the linen busi- 
ness, and had an extensive bleaching establish- 
ment at Greenville, about eight miles from 
Sligo. After the expiration of his apprentice- 
ship, he returned home unimproved in morals, 
and altogether careless of his eternal interests. 
At the same time possessed of a mind ardently 
attached to poetry, he was captivated by the 
sublimity of style which pervades the prophe- 
tical books of inspiration ; and that he might 
become more intimately acquainted with that 
portion of God's word, he purchased a pocket 
Bible, which he carefully perused. 

Much about the same period, a message was sent 
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to him by his mother, on a Sabbath momins: to 
hasten JprepaxBtion for church. Thequeelon 
occurred to his mind, ^^ Why am I a church- 
man? Mr. goes to mass becausehis parents 

are Papists. I must inquire into the matter." 
His subsequent history will develope the circum- 
stances which led him to enter upon that solemn 
and moihentous investigation ; and the readers of 
this memoir will perceive the means employed 
by God to prepare him for that station of 
useftdness, which he so long and so honourably 
occupied. 
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CHAPTEB II. 



STATS CT BELIOIOir IK JBXLkKD AT THB PEBIOD OV MIU 

BLBST's BABLT UFB HIS FIB8T SBIUOUS UIPBB8810H8 

HIS MABBIAGE, AND CHBISTlAH USKrUIfNSSS. 



Beal xeligion was about the middle of the last 
eentniy in a yery d^l(»Bble state in Irdand, 
and especially in the proyinoe of Connaught* 
Protestant ascendancy was certainly maintained 
with a high hand, but the inestimable blessings 
it secured were entirely lost sight of. The 
Protestant gentry of Connaught were, generaDy 
speaking, the descendants of the commisffloned 
officers of Cromwell's army, located in that pro- 
vince subsequent to the usurper^s blood-stained 
subjugation of Ireland* When the fervour of 
fanaticism had subsided, it was succeeded by a 
total disregard of sacred things. Moral respon- 
sibility was practically forgotten, and licentious- 
ness reigned paramount in every grade of so- 
ciety. If an undefined horror of popery, irre- 
spective of its soul-destroying opposition to the 
revealed will of God, had not placed an insur-* 
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mountable barrier in the way, the oolomBts 
might haye sunk into the debasement of Bomiah 
supenitition. The penal laws were also in force, 
and caused n(»ninal Protestants, when local cir- 
cumstanoes permitted it, to attend more from 
political than religions motives upon the public 
ministrations of the Established Church, the 
outward frame-work of which only partially ex- 
isted. CrcHnwell, in his war of extermination, 
had either untenanted or razed to the ground 
the many monasteries and othar rdigious houses 
with which the country was studded, and their 
possessions in lands and tithes passed into the 
hands of lay impropriators* The only share of 
ecclesiastiod property which fell to the Reformed 
Church of Ireland in Connaught (of which pro* 
Tince we are m(»re particularly speaking) was 
the miserable pittance of Ticarial endowment. 
This unjust alienation necessarily caused an in- 
adequate provision for a parochial clergy, and 
an umon of small parishes was the inevitable 
ooiuwqufflice. An arrangement bo prejudidal to 
the true interests of the church, left the popula- 
tion of entire districts without the benefit of her 
spiritual offices, and her iminstructed members, 
when destitute of her pastoral superintendence, 
had frequently recourse to the services of the 
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Romish priesthood. If we except the erection 
of charter-schools, the government of the day 
made no effort to evangelize the country, and 
the Episcopal watchmen of our national Zion, 
as a body slumbered at their posts, whilst po- 
pery was not merely riveting its trammels on 
the minds of its own deluded votaries, but also 
making extensive inroads on the domain of the 
EstabUshment. And it is in a great measure to 
this criminal apathy that false religion still con- 
tinues so prevalent in Ireland, notwithstanding 
the great exertions which have been made since 
the commencement of the present century. 
Sedition was then in a state of abject subjection, 
and Komanism, as a political system, dragged 
out a miserable existence. If a strictly scriptu- 
ral education had been universally adopted, and 
the Gospel faithfully preached throughout the 
land, blessed results would no doubt have en- 
sued. 

Another cause contributed to this sad state 
of things, as concerned the church at large. 
The wild religious extravagancies of the com- 
monwealth had brought the genuine doctrines 
of the blessed Keformatton into disrepute. 
Cranmer and his fellow-martyrs had drawn up 
their system of theology, not from the writings 
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of Luther and Calvin, but from the Bible. 
The standard of doctrine which they sealed with 
their blood, and left as an invaluable legacy to 
the Church of England, while it presents the 
unity of truth in all its compartments, possesses 
less of the scholastic niceties that mark the 
religious works of the Genevan divine, and to- 
wards the introduction of which many unsuc- 
cessful efforts were subsequently made in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. Towards the close 
of the reign of James I, and the commencement 
of that of his successor, Arminianism sprung up, 
and under the patronage of Primate Laud, 
widely extended its tenets in the church. In 
the politico-religious conflict which ensued, it 
put forth pretensions to monopolize the loyalty 
of the nation, and upon the downfall of the 
Commonwealth it became the popular creed of 
the pulpit. It was succeeded by a system of 
semi-Pelagianism, which, while it lowered the 
standard of the divine law, produced a corres- 
ponding laxity of conduct. Arianism and So- 
cinianism occasionally, though, thank Grod, not 
frequently, intruded their votaries within the 
pale of the Establishment. But these pestilen- 
tial heresies were not permitted to obtain a per- 
manent footing. However, if the Lord had not 
had a blessing in store for our national church 
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she would have sunk beneath the oyerwhehning. 
load of unfulfilled responsibilities both in faith 
and practice. Brighter days of spirituality and 
usefulness have since arisen upon her; and 
.though such a state of things even in retro- 
spect, be a subject of gloomy contemplatiouy 
yet we bless Grod that it now only exists 
in the records of history. Even in the 
most destitute periods of our church, the Lord 
left not himself without witnesses. Whitfield 
and Wesley were honoured by him to be the 
pioneers of a religious movement, the effects of 
which were extensively felt not merely through- 
out the United Kingdom, but also throughout 
the Protestant section of Christendom. While 
they prosecuted their erratic labours, a goodly 
band of zealous and devoted ministers was daily 
increasing in number, and usefully engaged 
within a circumscribed sphere of parochial 
avocations. Newton^ Venn, Bomaine, Cecil, 
Scott the commentator, and many others, took 
a prominent part i^ that religious revival, 
which has been since gmduallj progresdng, 
until the d^y has at length arrived, when, to use. 
the language of a pious dissenter, ^^ it would 
be difficult to find a pulpit of the Established 
Church in which the Gospel is not &ithfully 
preached." 
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About seventy years ago, Mr. Andrew Mid- 
ben, an eminent Christian, was an extensive and 
opulent merchant in Sligo. He had received 
his first serious impressions on the subject of 
religion in his native country, Scotland; and 
his doctrinal views were strictly Calvimstic. 
He, for some years after his settlement in Sligo, 
connected himself with the Wesleyan Metho- 
dists, although he did not agree in sentiment 
with them. He afterwards withdrew from 
them, but during life maintained a friendly 
intercourse with their preadiers, many of whom 
were his frequent guests. 

Having experimentally felt the sanctifying in- 
fluence of vital godliness, he was anxious to 
communicate the same blessing to others. Un- 
der the impression of duty, he established a 
daily evening prayer meeting, in an apartment 
of a feudal castle, which had belonged to the 
royal &mily of O'Connor, Sligo, but which had 
been subsequently converted into a military 
magazine by the English government. These 
religious exercises were very numerously at- 
tended, and were the happy means of much 
spiritual benefit to many individuals. It is 
interesting to trace the events of an overruling 
Providence. Tradition pointed out the build- 
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ing in which this prayer-meeting was for so 
many years held, as a scene of bloodshed during 
the cruel massacre of 1641. The respectable 
Protestants of Sligo had been invited to a 
sumptuous entertainment by the O'Connor 
chieftain, and, as a proof of the sincerity of 
the Popish party, the Protestant and Roman 
Catholic guests were placed alternately at the 
dinner-table. In the course of the evening, by 
previous arrangement, on a certain signal from 
their host, his Irish vassals plunged their dag- 
gers into the hearts of their unsuspecting neigh- 
bours, whose lifeless bodies were speedily cast 
through a concealed trap-door into a vault 
beneath. Surely Cromwell's unrelenting seve- 
rities, however unjustifiable in themselves, were 
but a providential requital for such awful atroci- 
ties. And it must be gratifying to the Chris- 
tian reader to learn that such a locality was the 
subsequent birth-place of many souls. Among 
many others, Mr. Blest ascribes his conversion 
to God to his, at first casual, attendance at this 
place. He was then a gay, thoughtless young 
man, eagerly pursuing pleasure in the gratifi- 
cations of sin. His own description of an 
event (often related by himself) that so influ- 
enced his future life, the author here inserts. 
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" One evening, as I was looking out of my 
window, labouring at the time under a strong 
temptation to sin, I saw some persons going to 
a prayer-meeting. Perhaps, said I, if I go with 
these people, I may be preserved from the 
power of Satan on this occasion. Anxious not 
to be involved in the contemplated transgres- 
sion, I issued forth, went to the prayer-meeting, 
and heard Mr. Maiben, who always presided, 
pray ; but I had no spiritual perception of what 
he said. The temptation, however, being re- 
moved, and concluding that Satan had no power 
over me, because I attended the prayer-meet- 
ing, I thought it would be well to go on the 
following evening. I did so, and imagined 
Satan's influence considerably diminished. I 
began, after a little time, to get very religious 
and moral ; and, no doubt, by many I would be 
esteemed as really pious, in consequence of my 
improvement in self-righteousness. But on a 
subsequent occasion all my hopes were blasted, 
and my self-complacency turned into the gloom 
of night. Mr. Maiben remarked, that if we 
lived all our lives as angels, and committed but 
one sin, all was gone. For if we were to be 
justified by our own righteousness, it must be 
a righteousness equal to the demands of the 
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divine law. This was a death-blow to all my 
improvemei^ts ; but, after a little, it pleased God 
to reveal to me his Son.'' 

Such was his own expressive language. It 

is a fidthful portraiture, and will be recognised 

as the experience of many who may read this 

memoir. He had felt the burden of sin, not 

merely as a transgression of the law of God, 

but as a degrading thraldom; and he went 

about to establish his own righteousness by the 

deeds of the law. But when made acquainted 

by feith with that " righteousness which is unto 

all and upon all them that believe," he cast away 

human merit as the ground of his acceptance in 

the sight of God, and thankfully received the 

full and free salvation offered to guilty sinners,* 

in the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

As we have arrived at the most important 
period of Mr. Blest's life, let us pause for a few 
moments, and calmly insider the means which 
the Lord used, in order to make him a monu- 
ment of his saving grace. While under the 
care of Mr. Cope, he had a wide field to in- 
dulge in every excess, and he thus graphically 
describes the state of public morals in the days 
of his youth. 

" Every vice — every sin might be practised 
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with impunity. Ireland, at this time, was de- 
praved, ignorant, and corrupt. Priest and 
people were alike. Immediately after the cele- 
bration of mass, as soon as the priest unrobed, 
the fiddler struck up a meny tune, and the 
dance commenced ; the parson went booted 
and spurred into the reading-desk ; the horses 
and hounds were within the churchyard enclo- 
sure ; the voice of the officiating minister, in 
pronouncing the benediction, was frequently 
interrupted by the sound of the huntsman's 
horn ; and away went all to the chase." 

In the midst of such irreligion, he became 
so enslaved by sin th^t he declared conscience, 
at one time, was so aroused, that its language 
of protest was almost audible to him ; and, in 
reply to its fiiithful remonstrances, he gav^ 
utterance to his unsubdued feelings in the lan- 
guage of Scripture, " Depart from me, for I 
desire not the knowledge of thy ways." No 
doubt he had previously met with that expres- 
sion, but he did not recollect, at the time, that 
the pen of inspiration had traced it as a delinea- 
tion of the natural man ; and when his atten- 
tion was afterwards directed to a careful perusal 
of the word of God, he was surprised to find 
the exact words used in its sacred pages. 
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While in this hardened state of transgression, 
lie had « severe illness, whioh it was thought 
would prove mortal. He was not altogether 
ignorant of the awful circumstances in which he 
was placed. He had sufficient information to 
perceive that be Wjas totally unfit for the change 
he anticipated, yet such was his in&tuation, he 
declared that he would have preferred en- 
tering the eternal world with all his sins upon 
his head, rather than be a debtor to divine grace 
for salvation. 

But he had reached the turning point of his 
life. The still, small voice of the Gospel pre- 
vailed, even after the thimders of an accusing 
conscience had caused , him to rise up in fierce 
opposition to his Maker. Weary of his sinful 
course, he was led, as already described, firom 
some undefined notion of protection from tempta- 
tion, to attend upon Mr. Maiben's prayer meet^ 
ing, and what he witnessed there, at first excited 
his curiosity, and afterwards produced an abiding 
salutary effect, in a religious way, upon his 
mind. His subsequent change was very de- 
cided. There was no halting between two 
opinions. He had experienced the reception of 
the Gospel as the power and wisdom of God to 
the salvation of his soul, and he was early led 
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to gl<H7 even in the offence of the cross. To n 
mind naiundlj less firm than he possessed, mudi 
deltbenrtioxi and hesitation of purpose would 
have poieceded an open iprofession of the OoqNsjL. 
But he had counted the cost, aud was fuUy de- 
termined to abide the consequeuces. His fornix 
oompanioBS lamented over the defection of one 
who had been the leader of their musical and 
conyivial parties, and endeavoured, by ridicule, 
to prevail upon him to retrace his steps. Their 
attempts, however, were fruitless. He can 
didly explained to them the principles on which 
he acted, and feithfully warned them to forsake 
their evil ways. 

He adopted a practice, then almost unknown, 
of having &mily worship in his father's house. 
A £omish female servant was a reguku: attend- 
ant untQ she went to confession. The parish 
priest, the Bev. John Flynn, (afterwards 
titular bishop of Achonry,) was shocked at the 
intelligence she conveyed to him. Being an 
intimate acquaintance, he waited upon Mr. 
Blest, to warn him agamst becoming a fimatic. 
But he soon discerned his mistake, as he found 
this " wrong-headed young man" (as he desig- 
nated him) quite capable of meeting him in 
argument, and he i^ever repeated his visit. He 
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threatened, however, the servant with his dis- 
pleasure, if she persisted in joining in prayer 
with such a *^ wild enthusiast.* How lynx- 
eyed is popery, to prevent the introduction of 
religious light amidst the moral and intellectual 
darkness of its own creation I View the Komish 
priesthood, even when Protestantism was de- 
void of vitality, watching with an unslumber- 
ing activity over one of its lowliest members. 
What a combined lesson of instruction and 
reproof does such an instance present to the 
careless ministers of a purer fidth 1 

Some of his Protestant friends also became 
alarmed about his strange ideas on the subject 
of religion, and visited him, in order to persuade 
him into something like ^^ common sense ;" but 
looking on his case as hopeless, they at length 
desisted. 

None of these things moved him. There 
are dispositions of mind which divine grace does 
not obliterate, but sanctify, by its powerftd 
agency. The mental impetuosity, which hur- 
ries the possessor of it into every excess of 
siniul riot, is often converted into a holy ar- 
dour in the service of God, which no opposition 
can quench. Mr. Blest felt that ^'much had 
been forgiven him," and he therefore "loved 
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much." He had been the slave of sm, and he 
now became the eeryant of holiness, and the 
willing instrument of promoting the knowledge 
of divine tnith in his day and geneiatito. His 
zeal did not result from the impulse of an 
excited imagination, but was the abiding effect of 
cahn and deliberate consideration. He retired 
from much intercourse with the world for 
e^hteen months, during which he uninterrupt- 
edly occupied himself in the study of the holy 
Scriptures, and he always attributed to that 
seclusion all his intimate and correct knowledge 
of the letter of the word of God. And to 
those who enjoyed the privilege of personal 
acquaintance with him, it is unnecessary to remind 
them of the dear insight he possessed of divine 
revelation, in its respective departments of doc- 
trine and precept. 

. For a considerable length of time Mr. Maiben 
viewed Mr. Blest's attendance upon his prayer- 
meeting with much suspicion. He had been 
a notorious ringleader of dissipation, and had 
often exercised his satirical talents in ridiculing 
the despised party with which he then anxiously 
sought connexion. Mr. Blest's situation was a 
very painful one : conscience would not permit 
him to return to his former circle of associates, 
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and his smcerity was dcruhtecl by tkose witfr 
whom he wished to ctiltivate religious inter- 
course- The distressing position which he then 
occupied was, doubtless, permitted by infinite* 
wisdom to prove the reality of his faith. K he 
had been unhesitatingly admitted into the unre- 
served friendship of the people of God, without 
undergoing such a severe ordeal, bis range of 
experimental religion might have been much 
^ contracted ; and he migbt not have been so well 
suited for that station of usefiilness in which he 
was afterwards placed* Notwithstanding Mr. 
Maiben's caution, however, he did not treat himi 
with neglect. He took advantage c^a fkvomable 
opportunity of waiting upon him, to ascertaiis 
the real state of his mind on the subject of 
religion. He asked him if he had not been 
guilty of such and such sins : Mr. Blest can- 
didly acknowledged that such had been the case. 
This open-hearted confession prepossessed Mr. 
Madben in his favour, and the result ef this m*- 
terview was, that Mr. Blest became a constant 
visitor at Mr. M.'s house. His growth in 
divine grace combined two characteristics which 
rarely meet in the same individual, namely ra/?i- 
dity and permanency. The length of time 
which he almost exclusively occupied in the 
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prajexliil perasal of God's word, made him 
thorougblj acquainted with its contents; and» 
with an intellect of a very high order, he took 
a mental grasp of the truths of revelation, 
which evidently showed that his belief of them 
was the result of a careful and deep investiga- 
tion. Without the enjoyment of a Gospel 
miniatry, he was led to the fountain of divine 
knowledge — the Bible, and under the guidance 
of God's Spirit, he there drank largely of the 
waters of salvation. 

It is well worthy of remark, that in every 
religious revival, the promoters of it dwell much 
on the peculiar privileges of the people of God 
in their private thoughts, and public writings 
$nd addresses. The works of Romaine, and the 
class of men to whom we have already referred^ 
afford abundant evid^ice of the truth of this 
observation. They are lights in the dark places 
of their respective localities ; and Irom the very 
drcmnstance of their isolation, they entertain 
the idea of having discovei*ed truths which others 
have never perceived. Such was the feeling of 
Mr. Blest's mind. In searching for the pearl of 
great price in the extensive field of revelation, 
he discovered many a concealed treasure which 
became the object pf bis care&l preservation. 
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He stored them up, however, not for his own 
advantage, but for the benefit of his perishing 
fellow-mortals. It may be truly said of him^ 
that he did not hide his talent in a napkin. 
Similarity of pursuit as to spiritual things 
brought him into close contact with Mr. Mai- 
ben, to whose house and table every sincere 
inquirer after truth had at all times a cordial 
and hospitable welcome. This intimate inter- 
course gradually ripened into feelings of mutual 
affection and esteem : and after some time Mr. 
Blest was married to Mr. Maiben's second 
daughter, on the 3d of May, 1780. Being thus 
closely connected with Mr. M.'s femily, and a 
,man of much penetration and sagacity, he be- 
came his confidential adviser in personal and 
religious matters. He co-operated with him in 
conducting his daily prayer-meeting ; acting as 
his substitute in any unavoidable absence, and 
taking his place when age and infirmity caused 
him to withdraw from presiding over it him- 
self. 

To the present generation these proceedings 
may appear in the light of presumptuous zeal ; 
but in forming a correct judgment, we should 
take into consideration the peculiar circumstances 
of that period to which we have already adverted. 
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What in ordinary cases could not be justified, 
necessity may not merely tolerate, but make an 
imperative duty. As now a matter of history, 
it will he satis&ctory to the reader to be in- 
formed that the labours of love undertaken by 
Messrs. Maiben and Blest, with a single eye to 
the glory of God, were not in vain in the Lord. 
Many individuals who have died in the faith, 
have attributed their first serious impressions to 
these religious exercises; and some who still 
linger on the confines of time, look back with 
adoring gratitude to the Author of 'every good 
and perfect gift, who gave testimony to the 
word of his grace, through their instrumentality, 
in opening then* mmds to receive the truth as it 
is in Jesus. The spirit in which those prayer- 
meetings were conducted, was described by Mr. 
Blest in a conversation with the office-bearer of 
a dissenting congregation in Dublin. He had 
attended at their chapel, and observed some 
arrangements which he thought objectionable. 

<<The first person firom whom I heard the 
Gospel, was a merchant in Sligo. He addressed 
his hearers from a reading-stand, just large 
enough to hold his Bible. He never ascended 
a pulpit. There he knelt in prayer, and there 
he read the Scriptures ; and, without formally 
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sdectmg a text^ he addressed the people in bokAl 
a way as to produce a most wondeifid eflfect. 
He altogether avoided aU a{q)eaiance of minist^^- 
rial dignity. He acted with Christian hunuKty^ 
and his labours trere eminently usefiiL'* 
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CHAFFEE III. 

/ 
eEMBBAL BBMABKS — AV EXP08B OV HIS BELIGIOUS SKHTI- 

MENTSj BSPEOIALLT OR THE 8I7BJEOT OF CRUBOH OOTBKT- 

MENT TBOM HIS OWlt OOBBEfiPONDBMCB PBOTESTAHT 

PLACES OF WOBSHIP THEN IN 8LIO0 APPLICATION TO 

THE OENEBAL SYNOD OF ULSTEB^ AND CAUSE OF ITS 

FAILUBB TO THE BBCE8810N SYNOD, AND APPOlNTMBNf 

OP A MINISTEB HIS WITHDBAWAL ^TO LADT HUNTING- 
DON'S CONNEXION LETTBB OF LADT ANNE EBSKINE TO 

MB. BLEST — IKPOBTANT LETTEB OF MB. fi. TO LADT ANNE 
EBS&INX — THE BEY. CLAUDIUS MOBBISON. 

In giving to the world a biographical sketch of 
an iiidiyidiral^ the writer must endeavour not to 
ocmfbund his own view of matters with the sen- 
laments of the person whose charact^ he is por- 
traying ; but to act with the utmost impartiality 
in recording events in the spirit of that charity 
which ^^thinketh no evil," and thereby avoid 
imputing improper motives to those from whom 
he differs in oi»nion. We have now come to a 
point at which it will be necessary to keep this 
principle constantly in view. There is no desire 
on the author's part to give offence, but at the 
same time candour compels him to speak of 
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things as they occurred. These remarks are 
made in reference to the individuals whose names 
may be introduced into this memoir. 

As Mr. Blest is now before us as a religious 
character, and will shortly appear as actively en- 
gaged in dissenting operations, it will be satis- 
factory to ascertain the nature and extent of his 
views with respect to church-government. Sec- 
tarianism, it may be safely alleged, formed no 
part of his creed in that respect. In dissenting 
from the Established Church, he did not re- 
nounce its principles ; but objected to what may 
be termed its then ecclesiastical administration. 
It must be acknowledged, that with him church- 
government was but a secondary object. As 
far as religious communities were concerned, his 
conduct fully and constantly proved that he 
wished to ^* know no man after the flesh." He 
stretched forth the right hand of Christian fel- 
lowship to any individual in whom he recognised 
the Saviour's image, irrespective of religious 
denomination ; and acknowledged such as a pos- 
sessor of a conunon fidth, and an expectant of a 
common glory. He disregarded the outwai*d 
form of the casket, the moment he discovered 
the infinite value of its contents. This feeling 
of mind on his part will be viewed in an equally 
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unfavourable light bj persons diametrically op* 
posed in opinion on church-government ; but in 
developing Mr. Blest's character, a single linea-* 
ment must not be omitted, that the representa- 
tion of it may be as vraisemble as possible. 

A circumstance occurred at a comparatively 
late period of his life (1826), which will give the 
reader an insight of his real sentiments. It is 
given on the testimony of the Kev. Hugh S. 
Hamilton, then curate of St. John's, Sligo, and 
now vicar of Gkurvaghy, diocese of Dromore. 
In writing on the subject Mr. Hamilton 
says: — 

" Two able and active men (curates in the 
diocese of Elphin) were unfortunately seized with 
some unsteady notions respecting the church, 
and formed a determination to leave its ministry 
and communion. They had frequent con- 
ferences with Mr. Blest ; and I know it to be a 
fiM^t (and surely it must be considered a strange 
one), that he, a dissenter at that time, actually 
defended the principles of the church against 
two of its clergy. It is also a fiict that he 
entreated of them, as well as endeavoured to 
persuade them by arguments, not to take so 
rash a step ; and assured them that they would 
do more service to religion in the Established 
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Churdi, than in any other oommumon : ad£ng 
that he himself did not withdraw from the wor- 
ship of the church from any abjection to its 
formularies or constituticm ; but because that, in 
his day, the clergy were careless of itheir duties, 
and did not preach genuine doctrine. I remem- 
ber Mr. Blest recounting to me one of these 
conyersations, in which he defended tibe epis- 
copal order as being countenanced by 'Scriptiu*e ; 
and JBaid that they had faeen quite unable to 
answer him in the case of Titus, whom he 
asserted to have exercised the office of arch.- 
bishop." 

In corroboration of the sentiments oontained in 
this statement, we have Mr. Blest's own testi- 
mony, in the following extract from a letter, 
written to Lieutenant J. E. Gordon, £.N., dated 
October 5th, 1886 :— 

"You will acquit me of being influenced by 
any sectarian leaven in the opinion I give- By 
it I have never been influenced, and please God 
never shall ; nay, I oppose it irom principle, and 
am at this present moment labouring with all 
my might to remove the scruples which would 
lead two young men from the line of usefulness — 
a parochial charge, in which they laboiu* with 



some success." 
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It was ako in connejaon widi the contro- 
Teorey which he had with these young clergy- 
men, that the following observations are made, 
in a letter to the Key. Charles Hamilton, rector 
of the Union of St. John's, Sligo, datecL October 
27th, 1826:— 

**E.ev. Sir — I petum the book with many 
thanks, and had only time to take a cursory 
glance of the canons which refer to the parochial 
duties of ministers ; and am of opinion no 
restriction is laid on their giving full proof of 
their ministry. The canon alleged as so inter- 
fering, does, I think, only forbid ministers hold- 
ing private meetings to impugn the articles and 
liturgy of the church. This not being the object 
of such meetings, I think the canon leaves 
them at liberty to be instant in season, and 
out of season in private houses, as well as in 
churches. 



'*I am quite delighted with the questions 
connected with the consecration of archbishops 
and bishops, leaving no alternative but full and 
cordial submission of the understanding to God's 
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word, as the perfect rule of &ith, and minis- 
terial services ; or a fearful looking for of judg- 
ment." 

In order to show that these sentiments were 
not then adopted by Mr. Blest, the following 
extract of letters on the same subject, written 
in the year 1816, to two beneficed clergymen, 
are inserted in this memoir :— 



*i 



January I8th, 1816. 



" You condescend, my dear sir, to request 
my prayers': poor as they are, they attend you. 
Without boasting I can say, that in this respect 
they are sincere, nor have I a doubt that the 
Lord will give an answer in peace, for it is 
agreeable to his will, and here we are sure 
to be heard, as it is for a blessing on that work, 
to effect which, the Son of God was manifested 
in the flesh. Nor is it less, my dear sir, a testi- 
mony of my affection that I now presume to a4d 
a word of caution. Have you counted the cost ? 
Will your affectionate zeal to bring the glad 
tidings to the ears of sinners, in every place, affect 
your usefulness, or interfere with your situation 
in the Establishment. If I mistake not, being 
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instant in season and out of season, maj be 
viewed as allowable, if within your own parish ; 
but how &r a more extensive rtoge may affect 
you in the eyes of the bishop, I know not. 
God forbid that I should damp your zeal, 
impede your usefulness, or induce you to tem- 
porize; but I look on your situation in the 
Establishment as valuable, connected with the 
general interest of our Lord's Idngdom, which is 
ndther the Establishment, nor any, nor all, of the 
different bodies of the dissenters. Jerusalem, 
which is above, is the mother church, to which 
believers belong, and in whose communion we 
glory ; for when bom from above we come to 
Mount Zion — the heavenly Jerusalem, &c. But 
the children of this free woman have been, are, 
and will be in the Establishment ; and convinced 
that our Lord has a rich harvest to reap there, I 
titsmble at the idea that one of his dear labourers, 
called by himself to labour therein, should be 
instrumental in thrusting himself out. You 
will, I know, pardon the liberty I take, and 
I pray God you may be guided in a right 
way, and if any thing I have now hinted is 
a temptation to any deviation from it, that he 
will pardon me, and preserve you from the 
snare." ^, 
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« 1816. 

** My Dear Sir — ^When I have a leisure 
hoiu*, I find >an indisposition to take up my pen, 
too strong for my sense of obligation or duty. 
However, though I have not written to you 
since, one hint your letter contained has fre- 
quently occurred to my mind, and made me 
imeasy; and even now I would have deferred 
writing to you to a more distant period, but 
that I wished to expostulate with you on the 
unsettled state your mind seemed to be in on 
the propriety of holding your situation in the 
Establishment. It would grieve me much indeed 
to see you leave it." • ^ . • > 

The former of these clergymen still lives, and 
the latter has long since entered into his hear 
venly rest. Both remained in the ministry of 
the Established Church, to which Mr. Blest's 
letters might have in a great measure contri- 
buted. If he had been actuated by sectarian 
feelings a favourable opportunity presented itself 
of enlisting them into the ranks of dissent. One 
more extract is given from a letter, written to 
the late Archbishop of Tuam, in January, 
1824, as explanatory of the grounds of his 
dissent : — 
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** It may be necessary to inform your Grace 
that what is called dissent in Sligo, as it applies 
to those of evangeUcal sentiments, originated, 
not in dissent from the articles and liturgy of 
the church, but from the pulpit^ which, at that 
time, was in opposition to both. Happily a 
brighter day has dawned on the Established 
Church in this kingdom, in the revival of zeal 
for its apostolic doctrines, which will always 
prove the best preventive of dissent, and it5 
charter of perpetuity." 

Many similar extracts from Mr. Blest's cor- 
respondence might be adduced in confirmation 
of the view which has been given of the libe- 
rality of his religious principles, but what are 
now brought forward, are quite sufficient for 
that purpose. We now resume his biography. 

There were at the period of Mr. Blest's early 
life but two places of Protestant worship in 
Sligo — ^the parish church of the union of St. 
John's ; and a Presbyterian meeting-house, in 
connexion with the Synod of Ulster. 

In the former the Gospel had not been faith- 
fully preached since the death of the Rev. John 
Fontainier, a Huguenot minister, who, no 
doubt, had fled from France after the revocation 
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of the Edict of Nantz ; and sabsequently con- 
formed to the Established Church. He had 
preserved his integrity amidst persecution; and 
when placed in more favourable circumstances, 
he failed not to preach those doctrines, for his 
sincere belief of which he was then an exile from 
his native land. 

About the time of Mr. Blest's. birth, John 
Wesley paid his first visit to Sligo, and collected 
a few followers. His preachers met with much 
opposition. The rector, the Rev. Eubel Ormsby, 
was a very amiable person, and felt unwilling to 
interfere with their proceedings. However, his 
curate had them arrested, and brought before a 
magistrate. Mr. Ormsby, upon hearing of this 
step being taken, proceeded to the office in 
which the parties were assembled, and addressing 
his curate, said, " Andrew ! Andrew ! let these 
men alone. Remember the advice of Gamaliel." 
This timely interposition prevented any further 
persecution, and produced an amicable feeling 
on the part of the Methodists towards the 
Established Church. 

Since the death of a Kev. Mr. Ashe, the 
Presbyterian pulpit had been occupied by a 
minister of Socinian principles and immoral 
conduct. The plague spot of heterpdoxy had 
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recently appeared in the Church of Scotland, and 
its contanunating influence had spread to its 
kindred community in Ireland. tJnder these 
circumstances of spiritual destitution, Messrs. 
Maiben and Blest considered it to be their duty 
te supply in the least objectionable way that lack 
of ^ound doctrine which the public ministrations 
of their respective churches then presented. 
Mr.^ Blest lectured for several years in the 
villages in the neighbourhood of Sligo, until the 
duty of providing for a numerous family, caused 
him to withdraw from such an occupation. In 
the meantime they applied to the Synod of 
Ulster. But it may be as well to permit Mr. 
Blest to speak for himself. 

" We had twenty-one probationers from the 
Presbyterian body, but not one of them was 
Worthy of a call. Not that we were hard to 
please, but we wanted the Gospel. We would 
not feed on chaff or husks. We would regard 
a good man as an angel from heaven. The 
Presbyterian minister of Sligo at the time was a 
Sodnian ; at all events, he was an ungodly man, 
and his congregation had no religion. We 
thought that by undertaking the entire expense 
of supplies, and having them from the Presby- 
terian connexion, the session in Sligo would 
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grant us the use of their meetingthouae, and 
thereby enable ns to introduce the Grospel to the 
congregation assembling in it. This they re- 
fused to doy and we were obliged to relinquish 
all idea of accommodation with them. There 
was, however, a Mr. Elder, of Finvoy, county 
of Antrim, an orthodox preacher with us ; and I 
was deputed to proceed to the Letterkenny 
presbytery, with which he was connected, to 
get him on furthertrial : but I found he was 
engaged, and could not come. 

^^ We then applied to the Seceders, and got 
supplies from them. Among others Mr. John 
Gibson, who eventually was ordained our. minis' 
ter. But after a little time, when he got over 
Ins first stock of sermons, which were admirable, 
we found that not being a studious man, he was 
unable to keep up their number and value. We 
therefore felt it necessary to invite occasionally 
some popular preachers. Mr. Gibson took the 
alarm, and called a meeting of the congregation* 
The first question he proposed was, * Were we 
satisfied with our minister ?' I replied, * That 
was not the question; but were we satisfied that 
we had done all we could for the success of the 
Gospel in Sligo ? That while we were not dis- 
satisfied with our minister, should we stop 
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there ? Should we not avisdl ourselves of assist- 
ance from other quarters, when practicable?* 
Mr. Gibson, however, left us no choice* He 
called for a division. A few of his personal 
friends clung to him, and with their co-operation, 
fae commenced building a meeting-house. We 
also erected a decent and commodious place of 
worship. Mr* Gibson did not succeed, and left 
Sligo. Previous to his departure for Rich-hill, 
in the county of Armagh, he handed over to us 
his meeting-house in an unfinished state, which 
was let for private use, and according to a deed 
of trust executed by him, the profit-rent was 
appropriated to the support of our meeting- 
house." 

In " The Irish Congregational Record'* for May, 
1634, we are in&rmedthat Mr. Gibson's removal 
from Sligo was occasioned by ^^ unpleasantnesses,*' 
which ^^ arose between him and his congregation : 
it is believed on account of his itinerant services^ 
the congregation wishing him only to preachy Sfc, 
within the precincts of his ovm charge ;" but we 
have in Mr. Blest's narrative the real cause of 
Mr. Gibson's departure from Sligo ass^ed. 
Such, however, were his reasons for withdraw- 
ing, at a subsequent period, from the secessioii 
ajBod« 
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The schism produced in the party with which 
Mr. Blest acted, fieparated the majority from 
Mr. Gibson's ministry, and dissolved their con- 
nexion with the religious body to which he 
belonged. The popular preachers, of whose 
pulpit ministrations Mr. Blest was so anxious to 
avail himself, were missionaries, occasionally 
sent to Ireland from the Couivtess of Hun- 
tingdon's theological academies in England ; and 
from the year 1791, until the dose of the last 
century, the meeting-house just then erected, 
was supplied by ministers of that denomination. 
Many of them were men of piety and talent, 
while the remaining number proved themselvee 
in a great measure incompetent for the arduous 
office with which they were invested ; and we 
cannot wonder at the latter being the case, 
when it was afterwards discovered that one of 
them had been a coachman. Men of this de* 
scription might have been mneerely pious ; but 
without any literary qualifications, except what 
a brief sojourn at an academy aflS>rded them, it 
could not be expected that they would have 
been sufficiently prepared for their work. During 
this period Mr. Blest kept up a regular corres- 
pondence with Lady Anne Erskine, who was 
then acting as one of the trustees and principal 
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mann^er of the Countess of Huntingdon's con- 
nexion. One of her ladyship's letters yet 
extant win be read with much interest by all 
who have heard of her, ' and venerate her 
memory : — 

"My Dear Sir — I embrace with pleasure the 
opportimity which Mr. BaUantine's return to 
^igo affords me of addressing a few lines to 
assure you of my sincere regard, and I hope 
you will not construe my former silence as 
any proof of my want of it. I fiilly intended to 
have written to you the post after I last wrote to 
our good friend Mr. Eichards, but illness pre- 
vented me. I refer you to Mr. Ballantine for 
particulars, and to Mr. Eichards, to whom I 
have mentioned my hope (if the Lord wills it) 
to send a minister to Dublin in the spring, and 
to remove Mr. Bradley £rom thence to Sligo, 
who, I hope, will be made a blessing among 
you. The accounts I receive from Dublin of 
his conduct and labours are very encouraging 
and favourable. I did not expect Mr. Ballan** 
tine to have set off till the end of the week, and 
hoped, of course, to have more time to write at 
large, bat I find it otherwise, and have hardly 
time to finish this before he sets out. May the 
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LfOrd make this new year very rich in blessings 
to 70U9 and through your means to others ; as I 
hear you occasionally speak for him. May his 
word in your mouth be as fire among stubble, 
and as oil to comfort and refiresh the souls of the 
Lord's people; and may every dispensation of 
his providence, whether prosperous or adverse, 
be blessed, to bring you every day nearer and 
nearer to himself, and prepare you for the man- 
sion above, which he has prepared for you. 
It is little likely we shall ever meet here, but 
when we meet in his kingdom, I trust we 
shall mutually rejoice with him and in him for 
ever. 

** I am, my dear Sir, 
" Your obliged friend and fellow-traveller, 

" A. A. Erskinb. 

<* Spa Fields, January 5th, 1797." 

The person who was the bearer of this letter 
had the privilege of frequent intercourse with 
her ladyship while he remained in London, and 
was much struck by the self-denial practised by 
her, in order that she might promote more ex- 
tensively a cause so dear to her heart. During 
one visit, she pointed to her escritoir, and 
said — " My dear friend, my fiuth is often tried ; 
I frequently have not a penny there to meet the 
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many demands upon me; but, somehow or 
other, in a few hours an unexpected contri- 
bution reaches me, and affords me ample means 
to carry on my work.'* However pndseworthy 
the design her ladyship and her noble prede* 
cesser had in view, it, generally speaking, failed, 
at least, as far as Ireland was concerned, fix>m 
the injudicious selection of ministers .which was 
made to supply their . different preaching sta- 
tions. One of them, a simple-minded person, 
when preaching on the Fall of Man^ told his 
hearers that it was one of the ezcellent things 
to which he would call their attention. The 
late Rev. B. W. Mathias, who was present, 
could not refrain firom smiling, and afterwards 
remarked to him that it was rather a deplorable 
event. 

In December, 1800, Mr. Blest wrote a letter 
to Lady Anne Erskine, from which the follow- 
ing extracts are taken. The remaining parts 
are purposely suppressed, as relating to his 
confidential opinions respecting particular indi- 
viduals. 

<* Madam — I trust I now address you from 
the best of motives — the glory of God; and, 
as it is &r from my intention to offend or grieve 
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your ladyship, I hope you will not take amisB 
what I have to communicate. We have been 
supplied for some years with ministers from your 
connexion. I am sure you have acted from the 
■purest motives, in taking so much trouble on 
our behalf; but I am sorry to be obliged to add 
that you have been either mistaken as to what 
would be suitable for this place, or not acqusunted 
with the real abilities and ministerial character 
of those you have sent (one only excepted). 
Their total inadequacy for the situation they 
were sent to fill, has made the principal people 
of the congregation sick of the connexion ; and 
they have come to a resolution to make applica- 
tion in some other quarter. I cannot say, as 
yet, whether it will be successful ; but I thought 
it but honourable to mention the circumstance 
to your ladyship, and undisguisedly let you 
know the cause. 

" In a letter with which you were so kind as 
to fkvour me, your ladyship observed, with 
much propriety, that Grod had chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound the wise, &c. 
&c. The piurport of the remark was, that we 
tdight expect the divine blessing on i/^eak means, 
as well as those apparently better calculated for 
the end^ according to the judgment of men ; 
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and to this I heartilj agree. But I am sutq 
your ladyship does not understand these ex-« 
pressions in a strictly spiritual sense; but iut 
aocomxnodation to the language and (pinion of 
the world, in whose judgment the wisdom of 
God is folly, and the things of the Spirit fooU 
ishness. In accordance with this, a workman 
high in office and character in the church, was 
called a babbler ; but all taught of God knew 
his discourses to be the wisdom of God and the 
power of God. The scriptural view of the 
passage can never justify person^ who, with 
spiritual pretences, speak nonsense ; and degrade 
their office by language that g^rieves the child of 
God to the heart, and affords room to the 
wicked for contempt and derision. 

^^I assure your ladyship it is with pain I 
write any thing that might hurt your feelings 5 
but plainness of speech is absolutely necessary 
to show the disappointment, of nmny who, for 
some, years, have had no inducement to visit 

God's house but a sense of duty 

Were we indifSsrent to the success of the 
Gospel among others, we cannot be indifferent, 
to ourselves and our families, when we have 
men incapable of producing any thing solid and 
satisfitctory, and with whose pulpit exhibitions 
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our yeay children are disgusted. • . . . » 
I trust we are still entitled to your attention, if 
we get not a supply fiom another quarter. 
Your motiye for granting your preachers, was to 
spread a knowledge of the Gospel ; our motive 

in requesting them was the same 

I take God to witness that I write not fix)m 
imfounded prejudice. Ever since God so won- 
derfully called me by his grace, the success of 
his cause in Sligo has been my constant study, 
and I trust my delight. 

** I have the honoured privilege to remain 
your ladyship's affectionate servant, in our 
common liord, 

" Albert Blest." 

In a long postscript to this letter he re- 
marks: — 

" Your ladyship cannot possibly know the 
abilities or real character of your preachers ; you 
have not the opportunity of knowing them fcr 
a suflScient length of time to enable you to 
judge of the former, and your presence is a 
restraint that tends to disguise the latter. • . 
. • None but men of good natural sense, 
good information, good ministerial gifts, and 
real grace, are likely to be useful in Ireland. 
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The English seem to have a mistaken notion of 
this kingdom." 

In conclusion, he adds : — 

" I wrote this letter yesterday, and this dajr's 
post has brought me a reply from Mr. Haldane, 
(of Scotland,) mentioning that three young 
men had set off for Ireland — one for Armagh, 
one for Dublin — and one for Sligo, who, we 
expect, will arrive in two or three days. The 
three are to supply us every two months in 
rotation, which is the plan we have long wished 
for." 

One of these individuals referred to was Mr. 
Claudius Morrison, who afterwards became the 
stated minister of the congregation. Mr. 
Gibson had, some time previous to Mr. Mor- 
rison's arrival in Sligo, gone to Rich Hill, in 
the county of Armagh. His departure removed 
all cause of dissensions, and the divided parties 
were re-united. But before we enter into the 
present century, some matters which were 
omitted in consecutive order, require our atten- 
tion. 
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CHAPTEE rV. 

THE BLiaO BUCKS THE IBI8H REBELLION. 

An occurrence took place in the year 1792, 
shortly aflber the erection of the meeting-house 
built by Messrs. Maiben and Blest, sadly corro- 
borative of the low state of morals, even in 
respectable society, in the town and neighbour- 
hood of Sligo. 

A club of dissipated young men, designated 
the Sligo Bucks, had been for some yeais in 
existence, and had caused much terror to the 
peaceable inhabitants by their riotous conduct 
and practical jokes, which were often productive 
of personal danger to the objects of them. In 
their nocturnal, drunken freaks, they frequently 
enclosed in coflSns obnoxious persons; and, having 
marched in solemn procession through the prin- 
cipal streets, placed them on the battlements of 
the bridges, at the imminent peril of their lives. 
At other times, they amused themselves by 
breaking windows; and, on one occasion, they 
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bad the hardOiood to rescaie fiom the county 
gaol an indiYidaal gnflty of murder, as he hap> 
pened tohavebeen <Hieof th^ assodatea. As 
immediatdiy ocnmected with Mr. Blest's personal 
history, their attonpt to bum the meeting-house 
in the above-mentioned year, inll be made the 
subject of moie minute detaU. 

One night, at a very late hour, a respectable 
person proYidentially passed through the street 
in which it was built, and percdived a party of 
the Bucks engaged in watching the success of a 
plan which they had just adopted to bum it to 
the ground. A candle fixed to the window- 
shutter had already set fire to it. They imme* 
diately challenged him as to the object of his 
coming there, and one of them accompanied 
him to his own house to prevent any alarm being 
given. He, however, made no unnecessary 
delay in warning all who he knew were 
interested in the preservation of the building. 
Mr. Blest was the first person to reach the 
scene of those lawless doings. They had in the 
meantime forced an entrance through one of the 
windows, and caused bread and wine to be 
placed before them in impious mockery of the 
holy communion of the Lord's Supper; but 
only one of the ungodly party presumed so fiur 

G 



50 IfKMOIR OF AI«BKRT BI.SST. 

as to partake of them. After this revolting pro- 
fanation of the most sacred ordinance of the 
Christian religion, they set fire to the house, 
injured the pews, and carried off the chandeliers. 
Upon Mr. Blest's arrival, he expostulated with 
them, and succeeded in extinguishing the flames* 
He had brought from home a case of pistols for 
self-preservation, and, when assaulted by several 
of them, he fired over their heads. This only 
served to increase their fur,y and they made 
a simultaneous rush towards him. He then 
retreated, and, being a person of great muscular 
strength, maintained a singles-handed conflict 
with them until he reached his own hall-door. 
By this time a number of the congregation, 
and men in his own employment, came to his 
assistance, and the disorderly rabble of the town 
having joined the Bucks, a general rencontre 
ensued. In the confusion an attempt was made 
to strangle Mr. Blest ; but his flriends and ser- 
vants, arming themselves with every available 
weapon of defence within their reach, put the 
assailants to flight, but not until all the windows 
in fix)nt of his house had been broken by the 
mob. Thus ended the scene of the night. 

On the following morning Mr. Blest and his 
party applied to the local magistrates for legal 



MEMOIR or ALBERT BLEST. 51 

redress ; but either from fear, or smne less justi- 
fiable cause, their complaint was disregarded ; 
and the depositions of the Backs w«*e most unao- 
countably received, and were of so aggravated a* 
nature, that recognizances would not be taken to 
any amount for Mr. Blest's appearance at the 
general assizes. To evade a long imprisonment 
he retired secretly to Dublin, and resided incog- 
nito with a relative until the eve of his trial; he 
then surrendered himself to the legal autho- 
rities : and when the day arrived, he was 
placed in the dock as a common criminal ; the 
grand jury, from the nature of the evidence 
brought before them, having found true bills of 
indictment against him for felony, with an 
attempt to murder. 

Conscious of his own innocence, he stood 
undismayed in such perilous circumstances. 
Prime-sergeant Fitzgerald acted as presiding 
judge, and showed his determination to uphold 
the dignity of the court by peremptorily order- 
ing wine and other liquors, which had been 
openly brought into Us presence by the pro- 
secutors for their refreshment, to be instantly 
removed. The trial at length commenced, and 
witnesses were easily procured to substantiate 
on oath all the false accusations preferred against 
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him. After an i^paiendy strong caae had been 
made out, one of the Bucks, to prove their 
moderation, came forward, and offered to drop 
the prosecution, if an humble apology were 
made by Mr. Blest. They foresaw that the 
fidse testimony, which had been given on their 
side of the question, would be completely over- 
turned by the witnesses on the part of the 
defence. In order to ensure conviction, they 
had induded, m their l^al informations, every 
individual who came forward to protect the 
meeliug-house, except the person who had 
unexpectedly witnessed their first attempt at 
arson, and was a spectator of all that subse- 
quently occurred after Mr. Blest's arrival : they 
endeavoured by threats and promises to prevent 
his appearance in court ; but, nothing daunted, 
he gave his testimony, and was the principal 
means of frustrating their diabolical designs. 
The judge, a humane and upright man, placed 
the evidence and motives of the prosecutors 
in a proper light, and a verdict of honourable 
acquittal was recorded. 

When the trial was over, Mr. Blest at once 
acceded to a proposal of mutual reconciliation, 
and shook hands with those who had so lately 
thirsted for his blood. He also put a stop to 
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legal proceedings, wliich had been taken by 
his friends to bring the entire matter before 
the Court of King's Bench ; he desired not 
revenge : all his anxiety was to establish his 
own innocence ; and when that point was gained, 
he lost sight of every other consideration. 

It is a remarkable &ct that, with one or two 
exceptions, all engaged in this awful outrage, 
either met with untimely deaths, or their profli- 
gate lives afforded no well-grounded hope of their 
latter end ; but it is considered more consistent 
with Christian feelings not to enter into any 
detailed account, which a document in the 
author's possession would enable him to give. 
Suffice it to say, that such a disreputable 
oSEBir was a death-blow to the lawless combi- 
nation. 

Afteralapseof more than thirty years Mr. Blest 
had the happiness of witnessing the death-bed 
scene of one of the ringleaders. The retrospect 
of his past sinful life occasioned deep anguish of 
soul, and for a season eternity was shrouded with 
the fearful gloom of uncertainty ; but at length he 
was enabled, by faith, to lay hold on the hope 
set before him in the Gospel. He sunk in self- 
abasement of mind at the foot of Emanuel's 
cross, and in the language of reconciliation with 
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God, he uttered, in the outgoings of his depart- 
ing spirit, " Abba, Father !" 

The principal chandelier stolen from the 
meeting-house, was placed in their club-room, 
in Tyreragh, a neighbouring baronial district; 
and it is an interesting reflection that Mr. Blest 
was, some years afterwards, invited to address 
a crowded auditory, in that vei;y apartment, on 
tlie things connected Mdth their eternal peace. 

Whilst reviewing such a painfully distressing 
scene of lawless conduct, together with the 
infamous means resorted to for Mr. Blest's con- 
viction for an alleged capital ofience, and the 
results which followed, that expression of the 
inspired psalmist of Israel is forcibly presented 
to the mind — " Surely the wrath of man shall 
praise thee, and the remainder of wrath shalt 
thou restrain." 

During the eventful period of the Irish rebel- 
lion, in the year 1798, many fruitless attempts 
were made by influential persons connected vrith 
the disaffected party, to induce Mr. Blest to 
unite himself with it. But he withstood 
every argument brought forward for that 
purpose, Exclusive of the disloyalty of their 
proceedings, he pointed out to them the futility 
of their plans ; and whenever he encountered a 
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Protestant infected with revolutionary princi- 
ples, he reasoned with him as to the impolicy of 
his conduct, and the melancholy consequences 
which would inevitably follow the realization of 
his treasonable expectations. 

On one occasion, a personal friend who was a 
member of a secret political committee, assured 
him that his great anxiety to have his name 
enrolled in the rebel association, arose from the 
piu*est motives of personal regard ; that such a 
step was necessary for his own safety ; and that 
the contemplated change of government would 
be for the benefit of all religious denominations 
in Ireland. After patiently listening to all his 
statements, Mr. Blest inquired, ^' Could such a 
change be effected without shedding of blood ?'* 
The other replied, " When we have all Ireland 
enrolled, then the change will be made in a 
moment, and so simultaneously, as to render any 
attempt at resistance quite impossible ; and thus 
the shedding of blood will be avoided." " Can 
your system bear the light?'' asked Mr. B. 
"No," replied his friend, "it must be kept 
secret at present." " Oh, then," said Mr. B. 
" I will have nothing to do with it, for as it 
cannot bear the light, it must proceed from evil. 
* For every one that doeth evil hateth the light. 
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netdier oometh to the ligkl, ksfc lus deeds dioald 
be reproYed."* Fromtlnsmtenriew, all hopes of 
securinghiin to their mterestB^ wexe absndoiied. 

In the autuuui of that year, the Fiendi Be- 
poUic sent supplies of men and ammnnitHm to 
the aid of the Xrish lebds ; and a landing was 
eflfected under the oonunand of the French Gre- 
nend Hmnbert, at Killala, a sei^rt town in the 
coonty of Mayo^ <m the western coast of Ire- 
land. In thdff progress into the interior of the 
coontry, this foreign anny was encountered by 
all the available force whidi the English govern- 
ment had in that locality, about five miles south- 
ward of the town of Sligo, adjacent to the 
village of CoUooney. A regular engagement 
ensued, and victory fi>r some hours remidned 
doubtful. In the opinion of many eye-witnesses 
standing on the adjacent hills, it did not at 
length terminate m&vour of either party. The 
hand, however, of an overruling Providence was 
dearly manifested in the result. The French 
army fiu: outnumbered the opposing force ; but 
having ulterior objects in view, Humbert moved 
onward in another direction, instead of advancing 
towards Sligo, which being almost undefenifed, 
would have proved an easy prey. 

While the event of the engagement remained 
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doubtful, nothing could equal the consternation 
of the inhabitants of Sligo. Sir Bichard Mus- 
grave, in his " History of the Rebellion," gives 
the following description of matters there, which 
is fully borne out by what then actually took 
place. 

" About three o'clock, p.m., some disaffected 
people entered Sligo, and announced that our 
army had been beaten, and that the French were 
advancing; on which many Protestant women 
and some men, who could not bear arms, em- 
barked in the ships, fearing more the popish 
inhabitants than the French, but those who 
were capable of doing so, to the number of three 
hundred, marched round the town in arms, and 
resolved to die in its defence. They were joined 
by a number of Methodists, singing hymns, who 
were headed by their preacher, Albert Blest, a 
man of great piety, and noted for humanity and 
charity." 

The appellation here given of Methodists is in 
accordance with the phraseology long in use, 
which designated pious persons by such distinc- 
tive names ; and the description of Mr. Blest as 
'* a preacher," must have arisen from his having 
so long conducted the prayer-meetings already 
alluded to. 
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To any one acquainted with the local situation 
of Sligo, in a valley between two hills, the 
patriotic band of volunteer defenders would, 
humanly speaking, have been quite insuflScient 
to preserve it from capture and pillage. A 
temporary battery had been erected on a fort to 
the north of the town ; but, in the opinion of ex- 
perienced individuals, it "would not have afforded 
any effectual opposition to an invading army. 
Divine Providence evidently frustrated the am- 
bitious projects of the French republic, to reduce 
Ireland, through the instrumentality of a portion 
of its in&tuated inhabitants, to the degraded 
position of a tributary state. General Humbert, 
Ignorant of the language and localities of the 
country, became both disgusted and disheartened 
when he saw the miserable class of persons 
that flocked to his revolutionary standard, 
during his inland progress ; and upon the first 
favourable opportunity surrendered at Ballina- 
muck. His capitulation sealed the fate of 
sedition against British authority in Ireland, 
and crushed the hopes of the malcontents. 
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CHAPTER V. 

MISSIONABT EXERTIONS TOWARDS THE CLOSE OF THE EIGH- 
TEENTH OENTURT OENERAL EVANGELICAL SOCIETT OF 

DUBLIN^ — EVANGELICAL SOCIETY OF ULSTER LIST OF EYAN- 

GELICAL CLERGTMEN IN IRELAND IN THE TEAR 1797 

NOTICES OF THE REV. HENRT MATURIN AND REV. J. 
WALKER, FELLOWS T.C.D., ETC. ETC. ETC. 

One of the most distinguishing characteristics 
of the Reformation of the United Church of 
England and Ireland was, that the good work 
was commenced and carried on by her ecclesias- 
tical rulers. In other Protestant countries, the 
purification of their respective national sanctua- 
ries had to be effected by the subordinate clergy, 
assisted by the laity, in opposition to the ruling 
powers in church and state. And thus a recur- 
rence to first principles was attained, not unfre- 
quently, in the midst of civil disorder and blood- 
shed ; and their reformers were not permitted to 
remodel their respective churches according to 
the convictions of their mind, but the peculiar 
drcumstsmces in which they were placed. From 
the happier lot enjoyed by our Zion, her highly 
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favoured hierarchy proceeded to the desired con- 
siiinmation of thdjr wishes in *^ the decency and 
order" so necessary to such an important under- 
taking. Whilst they rescued her from papal 
thraldom, her primitive and apostolic ministry 
was not revolutionized, but reformed ; and her 
liturgy and offices were not abolished, but puri- 
fied from superstitious error. It is the high 
privilege of her members to be thankfiil for these 
peculiar blessings vouchsafed to her^ but they 
should bear in constant recollection, that, as a 
church, she does not presmne to call in question 
the arrangements adopted, whether from choice 
or necessity, by other sections of Protestant 
Christendom. She prudently attended to her 
own vinejrard, and never, unless when made the 
tool of political power, unnecessarily inter- 
fered with the internal concerns of other 
national churches.* 



* Allusion is here made to the struggles, during the seven- 
teenth centuy, of the House of Stuart, to revive episcopacy 
in Scotland : but did not the Presbyterians of that country 
act a similar part, when they made the introduction of their 
form of church government, a Hne qua non of their compact 
with the parliament of that day ; and were not CromwelVs 
faction guilty of worse conduct, when it brought that unfortu- 
nate monarch to the scaffold ? 
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Disunion within her pale, whether arising 
from consdentious scniples or unprincipled 
opposition, soon sprung up as tares within her 
sacred enclosure ; and mutual alienation of feeling 
marred that unity of sentiment which marked 
the early progress of her reformation. Un- 
friendly motives were attributed by each party ; 
and the seeds of religious discord, then sown, 
have, for nearly three centuries, vegetated with 
undying fertility in our land. 

In the reign of the sixth Edward, her bishops 
and dignitaries acted as evangelists, by proclaim- 
ing in a missionary character, the Gospel of the 
grace of God, throughout the length and breadth 
of England. Abundant success crowned their 
labours, and the scriptural truths of Protestant- 
ism became the national faith. The distracted 
state of Ireland, at that period', did not permit 
a similar plan of operation to be adopted ; and 
its inhabitants were permitted to remain in a 
state of ignorance. During the former portion 
of the seventeenth century, when Ussher and 
Bedell adorned the episcopacy of the Irish 
church, they resorted to every possible means to 
benefit the native population ; but they were not 
permitted to reap the fruits of their godly 
exertions. Cromwell's sword of extermination 
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superseded the spiritual weapon which they so 
effectively wielded ; and political ascendancy, and 
not scriptural emancipation fix>m a false religion, 
subsequently became the order of the day. 
Missionary preaching became identified with 
dissent, and thus the reformed church of Christ 
in these lands relinquished one of her most 
powerful instruments of extension into the hands 
of others. If the native Irish could be kept in 
a state of dvil subordination to the English 
d}n:iasty, no more was practically desired by many 
successive governments. For almost a century 
after the revolution, the dominant party in the 
state were busily engaged in enacting penal laws 
against the professors of popery ; and the weaker 
party, endeavouring to alleviate the degraded 
political condition in which they were placed. 
But both forgot the religious destitution of the 
country; and the church was crippled in her 
occasional and desultory efforts. 

Christian sympathy was, however, strongly 
excited in the minds of pious individuals, both 
lay and clerical, from time to time, when they 
witnessed, and bewailed the irreligious desola- 
tion which abounded around them. Individual 
exertions were altogether inadequate to meet 
the emergency of the case; and towards the 
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close of the last oentuiy a oombined eflfort was 
made on a general plan, irrespective of church 
govemmenty to send preachers of the Gospel 
throughout Ireland. 

This moTement originated in a conversation 
which took place between Mr. Blest, and a 
Bev. Mr. Colman, an Englishman, then on 
a visit at his houses in Sligo, who, if the 
author^s information be correct, officiated at the 
first opening of the former Bethesda Chapel in 
Dublin, and afterwards proceeded to the west of 
Ireland as a missionary preacher. Upon Mr. 
Colman's return to Dublin, the proposed mode 
of operation met with inunediate adoption by 
influential persons there. Two kindred societies, 
under the denominations of the General Evan- 
gelical Society of Dublin, and the Evangelical 
Society of Ulster, started into existence, under 
the direction of the Rev. John Walker, 
F.T.C.D. ; and the Eev. Benjamin M'Dowall, 
D.D., then minister of the Presbyterian congre- 
gation, assembling in MaryVabbey meeting- 
house, Dublin. 

The evangelical clergy of the church of 
Ireland were not very numerous in that day. 
Among Mr. Blest's manuscripts is a list of the 
principal names, furnished to him by Mr. John- 
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ston, bookseller, Dublin, in the year 1797. 
The following copy is published, as it may- be 
interesting to the reader : — 

Key, Messrs. Maturin, then F.T.C.D. 

Nash, near Dingle, county of Kerry, 

Wakeman, Middleton, county of Cork, 

Sheppard, Limerick, 

Blood, near Gort, Clare, 

Walker, Silvermises, 

Fulton^ Silvermines, 

Price, Queen's County, 

Martin, Dublin, 

Walker, F.T.C.D., 

Kelly, Blacl^rock, 

Mitchel, Blackrock, 

Graves, Drogheda, 

Pidgeon, Kilkenny, 

Tighe, county Down, 

Nicholson, New Ross, county of Wexford, 

Matthias, county Down, 

Thompson, Dean, 

Leard, county of Cork, 

Caulfield, Killyman, 

Higginson, county of Antrim, 

Hawksworth, Mountrath, 

Maunsell, Drumcree, county of Armagh, 

Averell, Tentore, Queen's County, 

Grace, Archdeacon, 

Lowe, 

Harding, Dundrum, 

Druitt, Dublin, 

Shirley, Loughrea, county of Galway. 

In allusion to the last person in this list, the 
Hon. and Rev. Walter Shirley, Mr. Blest 
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speaks in the following terms, in a letter which 
he wrote to the Rev. John Burke, the curate of 
that parish, now rector of Eolcolgan, diocese of 
Kilmacduagh : — 

" 1816. 
"I remember when the Hon. and Rev. 
Walter Shirley occupied your pulpit; but his light 
had scarcely struggled with darkness when it 
was removed, and from all I have heard, no ray 
beamed on that county until the head of the 
church gave the Rev. James Daly to Gralway, 
and you to Loughrea. May you both be long 
spared and blessed in your work. Mercy shall 
be built up for ever! How encouraging the 
immutable decree of Jehovah ! This has con- 
tinued the glad tidings, and secured success; 
and in our day we witness the decree bringing 
forth in a remarkable advance of the building of 
mercy in Ireland. When Mr. Shirley was in 
Loughrea, I know not whether another indivi- 
dual minister of the Establishment preached the 
Gospel in its purity. Now the blessed increase 
may well give birth to the exclamation—" Who 
hath begotten me these 1"* 

* Among Mr. Blest's manuscripts is the following biogra- 
phical notice of Mr. Shirley : — 

" The Hon. and Bey. Walter Shirley^ son of Ka^l Ferrers, 

F 
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With respect to the subsequent revival of 
leligioii in the Established Church, Mr. Blest, 
in a letter to the Venerable Archdeacon Ussher, 
written about the same time as the preceding 
communication, makes the following observa- 
tions : — 

' ^^ I have had great satisfaction in perusing your 
printed address to your parishioners. May He 
who can alone give testimony to the word of his 
grace, bless it abundantly to them ; and give you 
many, very many of them, as your crown of 
rejoicing, when the great Shepherd appears. 
What a mercy, my dear sir, that I am spared to 

was an Englishman, who, from his high political connexions, 
entertained sangoine expectations of preferment in the church. 
He was at the time he entered the ministry altogeth^ de9ti- 
tute of the knowledge of true religion. He kept a pack of 
hounds, and was the promoter of every amusement in the 
town of Loughrea, which rendered him a general favourite 
with the inhabitants, Roman Catholic as well as Protestant. 
It was with him nothing uncommon to enter the pulpit booted 
and spurred, the hounds kept in waiting at the outlets of the 
town, and all proceeded to the hunt after divine service. 
During a visit to his native country, be waited upon the justly 
celebrated Countess of Huntingdon, at whose residence he 
met with the Rev. Mr. Venn, author of the ' Complete Duty of 
Man.' His conversation with Lady Huntingdon and her 
chaplain, produced a very material change in his religious 
views and principles. On his return to Loughrea he sold his 
superfluous horses, disposed of his pack of hounds, and dis. 
charged his unnecessary servants ; and instead of leading the 
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see this day, which exhibits such a glorious con- 
trast to what I witnessed nearly forty years ago. 
Then, after every inquiry, I could not hear of 
any ministers in the Establishment in this 
kingdom, but one or two, who knew the 
joyftd sound. Now, thanks be to God I they 
abound ; and may there still be a blessed 
increase !" 

The period to which Mr. Blest here refers, 
must have been still more remote, than when 
the foregoing list was furnished to him. The 
author feels justified in remarking that, however 
unknown to him, the Lord never permitted his 

dissipations of the town as heretofore^ he conunenced a 
regular visitation of his parishioners, preaching the Gospel as 
he went from house to house. This change appeared so 
extraordinary that they could not account for it in any other 
way than attributing it to insanity^ which some afl&rmed was 
hereditary in his family. His curate, a man who made no 
profession of religion, considered it his duty to acquaint his 
bishop that his rector was preaching heresy. The bishop sent 
for Mr. Shirley, and acquainted him with the nature of the 
charge preferred against him. A day was appointed for the 
investigation, when both rector and curate appeared face to 
ikce before his lordship. Mr. Shirley requested the bishop to 
ask hJA accuser, ' What is heresy ?' After much hesit^^on the 
curate answered, that ' heresy was heresy.' Upon which the 
bishop reproved him very sharply ; and directed him to return 
liomey and study his principles more correctly than it appeared 
he had hitherto done. Mr. Shirley retired to England on the 
outbreak of the last rebellion." 
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church to be 80 destitate of fidthful pastors as he 
was led to think. In the darkest days of Israel's 
declension and idolatry, inspiration informs us 
that there were seven thousand souls who had 
not bowed the knee to Baal ; and if such were 
the case in a comparatiyely dark dispensa-* 
tion, surely, in a church, presenting to its mi- 
nistry and members the unfettered perusal of the 
revealed will of God, and a scriptural liturgy 
as its form of worship, it is not presumption to 
assert, that God left not himself without many 
witnesses in the ranks, both of clergy and laity, 
though from the unhappy circumstances of the 
times their light was, in a great measure, hidden 
imder a bushel. 

The operations of these missionary societies 
did not meet with the sanction and support of 
the episcopal order, and unfriendly collision was 
the inevitable consequence. The bishops, ^ as 
administrators of the canon law, felt themselves 
called upon to enforce a strict observance of 
those ecclesiastical regulations, which forbid the 
intrusion of one clergyman into the parish of 
another ; and an additional objection arose from 
the employment of preachers, in no way connected 
with the church, in accordance with the general 
principles of those two missionary institutiona. 
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It is a matter which involyes subjects of impor- 
tant consideration, as to the particular point at 
which one clergyman is justified in interfering in 
the ministerial labours of another. But whatever 
ecclesiastical provision should be made by com- 
petent authority in such extreme cases, it is evi- 
dent, from the nature and duties of the pastoral 
office, that each parochial minister ought to be a 
burning and a shining light in the locality of his 
labours ; while it is his blessed privilege to be 
earnest at a throne of grace, that the Lord of the 
harvest would increase the number of those spiri- 
tual workmen, who need not be ashamed — their 
ministrations proving that they rightly divide the 
word of life. Bishops may have erred in pursu- 
ing what they considered a conscientious line of 
duty ; but have the inferior clergy been altoge* 
ther &ultless in the course they have adopted? 
They may have acted from the purest motives; 
but discretion and prudence are also necessary, 
that their good be not evil spoken of. Such a 
thing as episcopal misapprehension may exist, 
arising from a partial and imperfect view of 
matters ; and it is by a patient continuance in 
well-doing, through good and evil report, that a 
fidthful minister of the Gospel is enabled to over- 
come every opposing prejudice. When a church 



70 MKMOIK OF ALBERT BI.B8T* 

is confessedly scriptunil in her ocmstitntion and 
doctrines, violent opposition to her constituted 
authorities is nerer productiye of beneficial 
results. It engenders feelings inimical to Chris- 
tian humility ; and generally terminates in sepa- 
ration from a communion in n^bidi the indivi* 
dual has been bom unto God, and in whicfa 
his ministry has been blessed to the salvation of 
many souls. The un&vourable circumstances 
which at the moment i^peared to justify a 
person thus situated in becoming a dissenter, 
are in the sequel found to be but of a temporary 
nature, and by no means inseparably connected 
with a system of church government, which 
becomes the object of abhorrence. Every divine 
institution, carried on by human agency, is liable 
to imperfection and abuse ; but that is no apology 
for those who may anxiously desire its extinction. 
The drawing of the sword of ecclesiastical insub- 
ordination should be carefully avoided, as it is 
often found impracticable to replace it in its 
scabbard ; and in the unsanctified warfare whidi 
ensues, pure and undefiled religion is often 
sacrificed before the shrine of unholy discord. 

It has, however, been deeply regretted by the 
firmest friends of the church, that advantage has 
not been taken by her prelates of the labours of 
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indiTiduals in themmlstry, of a missionary spirit, 
who would gladly carry on their operations under 
their episcopal gtddance and control. The deeply- 
lamented last Archbishop of Tuam had a judi- 
ciously-organized diocesan mission, worked by his 
Grace's junior clergy, who, in rotation, and under 
his archiepiscopal direction and sanction, preached 
in the churches and schoolhouses of the united 
dioceses of Tuam, Ardagh, Killala,and Achonry; 
and their labours were productive of much good, 
both among the Protestant and Bomish popula- 
tion. The tears of that "repentance which 
needeth not to be repented of," were often seen 
to flow from the eyes of an aged and careless 
Protestant, who had been long estranged from 
the house and worship of God ; and the Romanist 
Wafi excited to search in the book of Grod'S 
revelation for the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
the value of which was brought before his 
mind by those missionaries. These observations 
have been elicited in taking a retrospect of the 
period under review. 

In the list of evangelical clerg3rmen which 
has been ^ven, are the Rev. Henry Maturin, 
and the Rev. John Walker, Fellows of Trinity 
College, Dublin ; and the Rev. Thomas Kelly. 
The then Archbidbop of Dublin objected to the 
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doctrines which the j preached, and the irregu-^ 
hnty cf£ their proceedings. In consequence of 
which, his Grace issued a monition to his clergy, 
which excluded them fiom all the churches in the 
diocese of Dublin ; and their public ministry was 
confined to Bethesda chapel. 

Mr. Maturin shortly afterwards retired on 
the college living of Clondevaddock, in the 
diocese of Eaphoe, then vacant by the murder 
of the Beverend Doctor Hamilton. An aged 
parishioner remarked, that the new rector must 
have been either a devil, or a saint, to venture 
into such a lawless district. His first public act, 
upon taking possession of his parish, proved the 
disinterestedness of his principles in the regula- 
tion of his future income ; and be lived long^ 
beloved and respected by all denominations of 
his parishioners. At length, having reached the 
seventy- first year of his age, and the forty-third 
of his pastoral connexion with the diocese of 
Baphoe, he expired at four o'clock on the moniT 
of January 3d, 1842. Few individuals possessed 
a more dear insight and experimental knowledge 
of the doctrines of the Gospel ; and his childlike 
simplicity, and deep humility of mind, combined 
with a discriminating perception of intellect 
seldom surpassed, render his Christian character 
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an object, well worthy of imitation by his sur- 
vivors in the ministry. His chastened expres- 
sion of countenance showed him, at one glance, 
to be a person under the sanctifying influence of 
real religion. The perfect ease and fluency 
with which he preached and lectured, and also 
conducted his family worship, proved that he 
spoke from the abundance of his heart, of those 
great things which God had done for his own 
soul. Even an occasional visiter could not fail to 
recognise his host as truly a " man of God." No 
subject of conversation, whether scientific, lite- 
rary, or scriptural, could be introduced upon which 
he was not capable of speaking with an accuracy, 
and extent of information, which both astonished 
and delighted the listener. But he never for a 
moment lost sight of his high and holy office, as 
an '^ ambassador for Christ ;" and a transition to 
the most serious subjects of human consideration, 
could be abruptly made by the company that 
surrounded him, without the slightest efibrt to 
tranquillize their minds already solemnized by 
bis sanctified presence. He was providentially 
removed to an active sphere of ministerial use- 
fulness, and thereby escaped the vortex of secta- 
rianism, which so soon afterwards engulphed his 
old friend, Mr. Walker ; and he survived to see 
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the fundamental doctrine of justification by &i1ihi 
become the prevailing sentiment of his brethren 
in the ministry. It is said that, at a late period 
of his life, he respectfully declined the archdea- 
conry of the diocese, upon the death of his 
revered friend and college contemporary, the 
Rev. John Ussh^, D.D. 

It is almost unnecessary to remark, that Mr. 
Walker was deprived of his fellowship in Octo- 
ber, 1804, by the Provost of Trinity College, 
Dublin ; and in the subsequent week voluntarily 
withdrew from connexion with all the religious 
societies which he had either originated or pro- 
moted by his influence. He had been early 
brought to a knowledge of divine truth, and 
earnestly and incessantly laboured for many years 
to promote the cause of vital godliness ; but 
the period of his exertions was not congenial 
for such an arduous undertaking. Whether the 
exclusive views which he afterwards adopted, 
were the result of the opposition which he 
encountered, it is now immaterial to discuss. 
One thing, however, is certain — a change passed 
over his spirit; he who had been Christian* 
minded, afl^ctionate, and forbearing, presented a 
repulsive aspect towards all who had been so long 
assodated with him, but did not follow him to 
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the lengths to which he advanced. Towards the 
close of that year he published an explanatory 
statement of his conduct, in the form of an 
appendix to a sermon declaratory of his reli- 
gious opinions. The pamphlet evinces much 
sophistry of argument in self-justification ; but 
his painful position at that time must have 
caused him to view many subjects through a 
very distorted medium. At his ordination, he 
expressed his unfeigned belief that he had been 
truly called according to the will of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the order of the united 
Church of England and Ireland, to the order and 
ministry of priesthood ; and now he proclaims 
to the world — " From the time I received or- 
dination in the Establishment, I considered my- 
self not as invested with any kind of divine 
authority, or rank, above any other Christian, but 
merely authorized by the state to exercise certain 
religious acts, according to certain forms pre« 
scribed by the laws of the country," At his 
ordination he solemnly promised, the Lord being 
his helper, reverently to obey his ordinary, and 
other chief ministers, unto whom should be cona- 
mitted the charge and government of him. He 
certainly coidd not have seriously considered the 
full import of canonical obedien(^, when he now 



76 MEMOIR OF AIABRT BLEST. 

declares—" I knew too well the character of 
those bj whom I was thus recognised as a 
Christian teacher, to plume myself upon their 
sanction of me ; and from the same knowledge 
of them, their principles, and their views, I had 
no other expectation, but that I would^ sooner 
or later, be removed from the situation which I 
held, for the faithful discharge of Christian 
duty." At his ordination he also solemnly 
promised, the Lord being his helper, to give his 
fidthful diligence always so to minister the 
doctrines, and sacraments, and the discipline of 
Christ, as the Lord hath commanded, and as 
this church and realm hath received the same, 
according to the commandment of God, so 
that he might teach the people committed 
to his cure and charge with all diligence 
to keep and observe the same. And now 
he asserts, that, " as &r as the sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper is concerned, the whole 
ceremony of what la called consecration and 
administration^ on the part of the priest, is 
merely a human form, and no real part of 
Christ's institution ; that he, therefore, con- 
ceived there was really no more done than each 
coming to the table, took the bread and wine for 
himself; and that to debar any from this he con-? 
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sidered as useless, as to prevent their repeating 
the Lord's prayer with him." And with the 
rubrics at the commencement of the communion 
service before him, he tells his readers that the 
church sanctions the indiscriminate admission to 
a participation of the Lord's Supper; overlooking 
altogether the authority given to a clergyman 
to warn, nay even forbid, the profane person 
coming forward to the holy conununion. 

Even on the supposition that the church was 
in error, and Mr. Walker's views were scrip- 
tural, it must be acknowledged that his position, 
as her ministering servant, was very anomalous, 
when his real sentiments, and his voluntarily 
undertaken engagements, were so much at 
variance. He considered that the sphere of 
usefulness wUich his situation afforded him, 
justified his continuance in the ministry ; but 
how could he expect the blessing of God to rest 
upon his labours under such crrcim[istance8 ? 
The author presumes not to sit in judgment 
upon his conduct — ^but he thinks his example 
affords a suitable warning to all candidates for 
the ministry to be fully persuaded i|i their own 
ndnds before they enter upon the solenm service 
of the sanctuary. If they heedlessly rush into 
the ministry, without being fully persuaded in 
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their own minds as to the scriptural claims of the 
church, their thoughts, instead of being wholly 
given up to the ministry, will be unprofitably 
occupied in devising casuistical arguments to 
satisfy their scruples. Nothing is more detri- 
mental to growth in grace, than having the mind 
poised in equilibrio between conflicting opinions. 
The same arguments, viewed in different aspects, 
will cause either scale alternately to prepon- 
derate. It is the duty and privilege of the 
Christian to pray for a " right understanding in 
all things," and a firm resolution to pursue that 
course of conduct which the revealed will of 
God dictates. Man, in his present state of 
imperfection, is to a certain extent the creature 
of circumstances ; and much caution is necessary 
to avoid prejudice, arising from personal or rela- 
tive causes. Even good men, front constitu- 
tional texture of mind, may possess peculiarities 
which render official intercourse with them, to 
say the least of it, unpleasant; but in such 
cases they are not warranted in attributing the 
treatment they may in consequence receive, to 
the offence of the cross. 

The Rev. Thomas Kelly, much about the 
same time, also withdrew from the Established 
Church; but with very different feelings towards 
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his former fiiends to what poor Mr. Walker 
entertained. The author wishing to act with 
candour, gives the grounds for his dissent in 
Mr. Kelly's own language, extracted from his 
answer to " Burgh's Dissent from the Church of 
England imwarrantable :" — 

"When, about thirty years ago, I became 
convinced that a national system of religion^ 
whatever truth might be embodied in its confes- 
sion and its ritual, could not, as a system^ be 
so modified as to bring into operation the prin- 
ciples of the New Testament, I felt that I 
must eillier leave it, or be identified with what 
my judgment disapproved of, and my conscience 
condemned. In adopting the first part of the 
alternative, I do not ask credit for much self- 
denial ; but, on the other hand, I disclaim the 
imputation of sectarian policy. If I had the 
ambition, I have not the abilities required for 
the head of a party, yet I acknowledge that the 
steps which I took admitted of such a construc- 
tion. There were independent churches in 
existence, with which I might have connected 
myself—churches holding the truth of the 
Gospel, and acting in their associate capacity on 
principles which, generally speaking, appeared 
to me to be correct. \V hy, then, did I not 
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join them ? Simply because I thought they 
did not follow up their principles to their legiti- 
mate consequences." 

Now, much blame has been cast upon the 
then Archbishop of Dublin, and the Provost of 
Trinity College, for their conduct during this 
period. Their motives are not a proper subject 
of discussion. Such are only known to the 
Searcher of hearts, before whose judgment-seat 
they have been long since scrutinized; and 
whether they were actuated by a spirit of oppo- 
sition to the doctrines of the Gospel, the great 
day of solemn account will alone disclose. They 
were placed in situations of responsibility ; being, 
in their respective offices, the appointed guar- 
dians of the interests of the Established Church. 
Let us for a moment suppose the case of a 
minister of a dissenting congregatioi^^ talented 
and laborious, adopting principles, and a line of 
procedure, totally at variance with the senti- 
ments of the body to which he has hitherto 
belonged ; and would his piety and exertions be 
viewed as a sufficient excuse for overlooking his 
irregularities? By no means — expidsion from 
communion would be the inevitable consequence. 
Let the same measure of justice be allotted to the 
bishops of the Church of England; and much of 
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the obloquy which is occai^onally cast upon 
them, will be viewed as proceeding from a partial 
consideration of the matter. Bishops cannot be 
blamed for exercising a strict surveillance over 
persons acting in direct violation of the canons of 
the church. Whether these canons be scrip- 
tural or not, is another question. They have 
promised to regulate their ministrations in strict 
conformity to them, and also to yield a conscien- 
tious obedience to episcopal authority. The 
church neither compels any to enter unwillingly 
into her ministry, nor does she follow with ana- 
themas those who retire from it. In both cases 
it is a perfectly voluntary act. When peculiar 
principles are imbibed, which prevent the faith- 
ful and sincere fulfilment of ministerial vows 
and duties, a remedy is at hand without placing 
those in authority in the ' painfrd position of 
vindicating the laws of the church. It may, 
however, so happen, that a diocesan may form 
an incorrect opinion of the true nature of doc- 
trinal sentiments and ministerial proceedings; 
but a satis&ctory development of both will 
sooner or later take place, if the spiritual good 
of the church be a mutual object. Of the 
truth of this observation, we have many striking 
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examples, even in dignitaries of the present 
day. 

It was the General Evangelical Society of 
Dublin which first introduced the Sev. William 
Cooper, the well-known minister of Plunket- 
street Meeting-house, into die metropolis of 
Ireland. He has the high honour of having 
been among the first, if not the very first mi- 
nister of any denomination, who attaclced the 
strong-holds of Popery in controversial sermons. 
When a paralytic attack, some years ago, ter- 
minated, in a great measure, his public life, the 
author has been informed by a personal friend 
of Mr. Cooper, that the late Archbishop of 
Dublin (Doctor Magee) took a &vourable op- 
portunity of communicating to his clergy, that 
he felt Mr. Cooper had been long doing their 
duty, and that it then necessarily devolved upon 
them to attend to the comforts of his declining 
years. A deputation waited upon Mr. Cooper 
to consult him on the subject, and communicate 
to him the motives whidi influenced his Grace 
in the matter. Mr. Cooper expressed himself 
as grateful for the Archbishop's consideration, 
but that he felt it was his own Master's work in 
which he had been engaged. Upon which his 
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Grace became a subecriber to a more general 
fund. 

In the early existence of this missionary so- 
ciety, the Eev J. Walker travelled as one of 
its agents, to secure for it protection and sup- 
port in influential quarters. He visited Sligo 
either two or three times. At first he was per- 
mitted to preach in the parish church, and his 
sermons were very acceptable to the congre- 
gation ; but on the last occasion he was exchided 
from it, and preached elsewhere. He remained 
at Mr. Maiben^s house, having been the college 
tutor of his youngest surviving son. The 
Rev. Rowland Hill took Sligo, en route^ in his 
travels through Ireland, and preached in the 
county court-house to crowded assemblages. 

The General Evangelical Society of Dublin, 
and the Ulster Evangelical Sodety, incurred as 
much opposition from the different sections of 
the Presbyterian body as they did fix)m the 
heads of the Established Church ; and thus 
failed in the accomplishment of then* common 
object. In the then and present disunited state 
of the Christian world, any general scheme of 
usefulness is not likely to be promoted by an 
universally cordial plan of co-operation. Each 
party has its own line of demarcation, the 
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slightest infiingement of which is viewed with 
feelings of suspicion. It is only in that blessed 
period of the universal church, when its mem* 
bers *^ shall see eye to eye, and face to fitce/' 
that we can look forward to the total absence 
of jealousy and distrust. We cannot ftdly 
fathom the divine purpose m permitting the 
divisions which exist among those who name 
the name of Christ; but while such is the 
order of things, let us not (to adopt the lan- 
guage of Scripture) "bite and devour one 
another." Affectionate forbearance and undis* 
sembled love should characterize the intercourse 
of professmg Christians. 

Having introduced to the notice of the 
reader matters to which it will be necessary to 
make incidental allusions in subsequent parts 
of this memoir, the author now resumes the 
narrative more immediately connected with Mr. 
Blest's personal history. 

It has been abeady seen that the religious 
exertions in Sligo, as &r as Messrs. Maiben and 
Blest were concerned, were at first attempted 
to be carried on in connexion with the Synod 
of Ulster. But when that negotiation failed, 
recourse was had to the Secession Synod, under 
the auspices of which they progressed for some 
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years, and that afterwards they were continued 
tinder the patronage of Lady Anne Erskine. 
Mr. Blest's own account will explain the rea- 
sons which, in his estimation, justified the de- 
sultory nature of these proceedings. 

" We had occasionally Seceding Ministers in 
Sligo, but as Seceders we knew nothing of 
them. We merely recognised them as preachers 
of the Gospel. The Gospel was our principle 
in all things. We aft;erwards got ministers 
fi*om England : and the Key. Mr. Coleman, then 
on a visit at my house, and with whom, at that 
time in conversation with me, the idea of the 
Evangelical Society first originated, pointed out 
to us the necessity of getting popular experi- 
mental ministers to Sligo ; among the first of 
whom was the Rev. Doctor M*Dowall, of 
Mary's Abbey, Dublin, and he preached for us. 
We then knew nothing of Independent Minis- 
ters, or their peculiar principles. After expe- 
riencing some difficulties in procuring minis- 
terial supplies, I opened a correspondence with 
Lady Anne Erskine, and . several individuals 
were sent, the preaching of many of whom was 
signalized for great noise and little knowledge. 
We saw these materials would not answer. I 
then wrote to Mr. Haldalie, of Scotland, and a 
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Mr. Morrison was sent, (see letter to Lady A. 
Erskine,) a worthy jonng man, about twenly 
or twenty-one years of age. On his arrival at 
my house, I was smprised to perodve that he 
was, in his personal appearance, a simple youth. 
On the following evening he preadied for us, 
and certainly proved himself, though a young 
smbe, well instructed in the law. He was at 
length ordained as the minister of the congre- 
gation. There was a great difference between 
him and Lady Anne Erskine's preachers. I 
had previously felt it my duty to write to her 
ladyship respecting her supplies, advising her to 
open a correspondence with sensible persons in 
those congregations in which they might labour ; 
and by this means obtain an accurate knowledge 
of the character and prindples of the men she 
sent forth. This plan would enable her lady- 
ship to compare the different accounts she re- 
ceived, and thereby form a correct opinion as to 
their respective worth. I suggested the same 
views to Mr. Haldane. We all know these 
men were generally taken from their various 
occupations, brought into an academy in which 
they received a superficial education, and were 
then sent forth as instructors." 



MEMOIR OF AI.BBKT BLBST. 87 



CHAPTER VI. 

MnrisTBT or the bey. claudius kobbison — bemabkb on 

THE PBIRCIPLBS OF 8BPABATI8M MB. BLBSt's TEKPOBABT 

BEMOYAL VBOM BLIGO-^MB. MAIBBN's DEATH — D18TBACTEB 
STATE OF THE IHDEPBHDBNT CONGBBGATION — KB. BLE8T*8 
ENDEAYOUBS TO COUNTEBACT THE EYIL. 

The Sey. Claudius Morrison arrived in SligO 
towards the close of the year 1800, and hia 
mmiatry was tenninated by death in October, 
1812. He was a man whose holy life and con- 
versation adorned his Christian precession. Of 
him it might in truth be said that he was ^^ an 
Israelite indeed in whom was no guile." An 
undeviating adherence to what he considered 
principle, was a prominent trait in his character. 
He was attached to independency, and soon 
brought his congregation to acquiesce in his 
views of church government. He adopted the 
theory of the strictest voluntaryism — that is, 
receiving no ministerial support except from 
individuals who were actually in church-mem- 
ship with him. His sentiments in this respect 
were influenced by the most disinterested mo- 
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tives, as they militated against the oompetenqr 
of his pecuniary means, and were opposed to 
the views of his most attached friends. 

He entered upon his ministry at a period of 
much religious excitement; novelty was the 
order of the day, and the sound doctrine of the 
Refbnnation was considered as antiquated. A 
Scotch author of the name of Sandanan had 
written strictures on the Kev. James Hervey's 
Theron and Aspasioy about half a century pre- 
viously* The following extracts are taken from 
Buck^s Theological Dictionary, as presenting in 
a condensed form the peculiar views of this 
writer on doctrinal points : — 

<< Justifying fidth is no more than a simple 
belief of the truth, or the divine testimony pas* 
sively received by the understanding ; and that 
this divine testimony carries in itsdUT sufficient 
ground of hope to every one who believes it, 
without any thing wrought in us or done by 
us to give it a particular direction to our- 
selves. • • . This notion of &ith by 
excluding all exercise or concurrence of the will 
with the Gospel way of salvation, confounds the 
faith of devils with that of Christians^ and so is 
calculated to deceive the souls of men. It has 
also been observed that though Mr. Sandeman 



MEMOIR OF ALBB&T BLB8T. 89 

admits of the acts of fidth and love as fruits of 
belieying the truth, jet all his godliness con- 
risting (as he acknowledges to Mr. Pike) in lave 
to that which first relieved him^ it amounts to 
nothing but self-love. And as self-love is a 
stranger to all those strong affections expressed 
in the hundred and nineteenth psahn towards 
the law of Grod, he cannot admit of them as the 
language of a good man, but applies the whole 
psalm to Christ, though the person speaking 
acknowledges that, before he was afflicted, he 
went astray. Others have thought that firom 
the same principle it were easy to account for 
the bitterness, pride, and contempt which dis^ 
tinguish the system ; for self-love, say they, is 
consistent with the greatest hmnan aversion to 
all beings, divine and human, excepting so far as 
they become subservient to us." 

The Sev. John Walker unhappily becamey 
to a considerable extent, a convert to such un- 
scriptural sentiments ; and from that period, 
alienation of affectionate feeling towards his 
former Christian friends, became inveterate and 
permanent. Through his means these opinions 
got into extensive circulation, and produced sad 
havoc among those who looked up to him as a 
spiritual leader. Under his auspices a sect of 
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Separatists was formed, anddeognated as **The 
Chmch of Christ assemhUng in Stafford-street, 
Dublin.'^ For a while it was a great object of 
attraction, aad the pubUc interest was mnch in- 
creased from its being headed hj an individual 
who had sacrificed his collegiate honours and 
distinctions firom purely conscientious motives. 
An outcry was raised against the Established 
Church, as a member of antichrist; and the 
Churdi of Scotland, and every dissenting body 
were also objects of equal abhorrence. What 
was termed obedieTtce to the laws of Chrisfs 
hotise^ became the watchword of the party; 
and the most exalted piety, when imconnected 
with these sectarian peculiarities, was denounced 
in the strongest language, and viewed with less 
complacency than open profimity. Communion 
in prayer, or any other religious exercise, with 
any person not in feUowship with them was 
considered as a grievous sin ; whilst, on the other 
hand, a disregard of the Lord's day, and indul- 
gence in worldly amusements were attempted 
to be justified by very inconclusive arguments* 
These opinions were propagated with much 
zeal and ability, and many simple-minded 
Christians were entrapped into an adoption of 
them. The contracted view which was taken 



MEMOIR OF ALBERT BLEST. 91 

of faith, as the assent of the understanding to 
the truth of a certain proposition, and of the 
operation of God's Spirit as merely employed in 
bringing it before the mind, presented, in several 
instances, the melancholy spectacle of an en- 
lightened head and an unsanctified heart. Many 
exceUent persons who were preserved from im. 
bibing these doctrines to their full extent, were 
captivated by what they esteemed simple and 
clear statements of the Gospel. Among such 
characters was the Kev. Claudius Morrison. 
However, increasing knowledge and more ma- 
tured experience soon induced him to retrace 
his steps ; but a spirit of disunion among the 
members of his newly-constituted Independent 
church speedily manifested itself to such an 
alarming degree, that his ministerial authority 
was totally inadequate to its effectual suppres- 
sion. 

Much about this time two powerful obstacles 
were removed which would have prevented its 
full development. Mr. Blest withdrew from 
general mercantile business, in which he had 
been hitherto engaged, and removed to Greeur 
ville, at which he had spent many of his youthful 
years. And in May, 1806, Mr. Maiben entered 
into the rest prepared for the people of God. 



92 MBMOIB OF ALBBBT BLEST. 

He died at the advanced age of eightj-^two, and 
until a few years prerious to his dissolution his 
bodily strength and mental Acuities remsuned 
unimpaired* Few men were more useful in 
their day and generation. He consecrated to 
the Lord the first fruits of his increase ; and 
considered no personal or pecuniary sacrifice too 
great, when it had for its object the promotion 
of true reUgion. To a Christian friend who 
visited him a few days before his death he re- 
marked, *^ I have been latterly thinking much 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and I expect soon to 
be with him." He then feebly repeated the 
entire of that beautiful hymn commendng — 
'* There is a fountain filled with blood." On 
the evening before his dissolution, he expressed 
an earnest wish that one of his daughters, with 
whom he then resided, would enter into con- 
versation with him, and upon her inquiring as 
to the subject about which he was most anxious 
to speak, he replied with much emphasis, ^^ The 
unspeakable love of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
lost sinners." Thus we see that a crucified 
Bedeemer solely occupied his thoughts in a 
dying hour. Upon that solid and imperishable 
foundation he had, during a long period of 
life, built all his hopes for eternity, and his 
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almost expiring breath gave testimony that it 
was an anchor to his soul both sure and stead* 
&8t« He altogether lost sight of that integrity 
of principle which had rendered his name pro 
verbial and his indefatigable exertions in the 
cause of God ; glorying in nothing but the 
cross of Christ. Mr. Blest was summoned to 
attend the closing scene. He found him inca- 
pable of giving utterance to his feelings, but he 
pressed his hand in token of affectionate recog- 
nition. He cahnly fell asleep in Jesus, exchang-* 
ing an earthly for an eternal sabbath. He was 
followed to the grave by a vast concourse of 
people, many of whom shed tears of gratitude 
over the remains of one who had been their 
bene&ctor in temporal and spiritual things. 

Mr. Blest's removal from Sligo, and Mr. 
Maiben's death left the religious party with 
whom they had been so long connected without 
any persons of sufficient influence to control 
the spirit of controversy which had sprung up 
in it. Mr. Blest frequently came to Sligo, 
whenever any particular subject was discussed, 
and endeavoured to quell the rising storm of 
angry debate. But notwithstanding his most 
strenuous exertions, matters at length came^to 
a crisis, and two distinct sections diverged |ron| 
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the main body. The one adopted the pecafiaii- 
tiee of sepanitiflm, and the other professed whut 
are tenned Baptist principles ; bnt after main- 
taining for some years a flnctnsting existence, 
both have long since disappeared as visible com* 
mnnities. The part of the ccmgr^ation which 
was likeminded with Mr. Blest remained at- 
tached to Mr. Morrison, and it was to the 
indiyiduals composing it that he was indebted 
for his subsequent support. His scriptoial 
preadiing and consistent deportment endeared 
him to them, and his memory is still cherished 
by all who knew him. He entered upon his 
public ministry at a very early age, and he was 
called to his reward when his mind was rapidly 
maturing by study and experience. Had his 
life been spared, he would no doubt have been 
a useful character in the sphere of his labours. 
His mild and childlike disposition was ill suited 
to grapple with the conflicting elements of 
anarchy and confusion by which he was sur- 
rounded ; and if Mr. Blest had not assumed the 
hebn, and maintained his important position 
with unflinching resolution and indomitable per- 
severance, the cause of vital godliness in that 
denomination, as fer as human agency could have 
effected it, would have sunk into annihilation. 
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It was A period of much uneasiness to him. He 
saw sectarian antinomianism, as an enemy, coming 
in like a flood upon many connected with him by 
the ties of kindred and friendship, and he felt it 
his duty to raise up a standard against it. He 
published a pamphlet on the subject of separat- 
ism, and the reader will find in the Appendix 
two letters which he wrote to the Rev. John 
Walker. Though unsuccessful in quarters in 
which, perhaps, he felt most interested, he 
was certainly very instrumental in preventing 
the dissemination of the evil to an extent to 
which it otherwise would have reached. 

" Church-making," as he termed it, was an 
object of his detestation, and he spared no effort 
to counteract such a practice in others. He 
lived to witness a better spirit prevalent among 
his Christian friends ; and during his subsequent 
residence in Sligo, when his sphere of usefulness 
became more extensive, it was his constant aim 
to unite his religious acquaintances of all deno- 
mmations, that their conduct might present to 
the world the unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peace. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

KB. BLBBT'b BB8IDBN0B IN GBEENYILLE ^BETUBNB TO BLIGO 

AB AGENT OV THB LONDON HIBBBNIAN BOOIBTT APPOINT- 

KBNT OF THB BBY. W1U.1AK UBWIOK TO THE INDBPBN* 

DENT CHAPEL, BLIGO THE BEY. WM. C. ABM&TBONO THEN 

OUBATE OP BLIGO VISIT OF THB BEV. ABCHDEACON DIGBT 

TO BLIGO, AND ITB HAPPT REBULTB ^THB BEV. JBltKBT 

PABKE — OIBCUMBTANOKS OONNECTED WITH THB CLOSING 

OF THE BLIGO THEATBE ^DEATH OF THE VEBT BEV. DEAN 

BOND — ^APPOINTMENT OF THE BEV. CHABLES HAMILTON 
TO THE UNION OF ST. JOHN*B, 8LIGa->-N0nCB OF THE BBV. 
WM. ABMBTBONG, OF CALBT — ^ALLUSION TO AN ADDBBBS 
TO THE BISHOP OF BLPHIN ON HIS PBOMOTION TO THB 
ABCHBISHOFBIO OF TUAM^ BTC. BTC. 

During Mr. Bleat's residence in Greenville, he 
was useftdly employed in promoting the spiri- 
tual interests of the immediate neighbourhood. 
Mr. Morrison, and other dissenting ministers, 
occasionallj visited his house for the purpose of 
preaching; and Mr. B. frequently collected con- 
gregations, that he might have an opportunity 
(^addressing them on the subject of the Gospel. 
And without in the slightest degree assuming 
the ministerial ofBce, he laboured incessantly in 
briiiging divine truth before the minds of the 
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surrounding population. And few men were 
more successfid in their endeavours to subdue 
the obduracy of the natural heart, or dispel the 
clouds of superstitious error which hovered over 
the minds of Romanists. In the warfare he 
maintained against popery, prophecy was the 
most powerful weapon in his armoury. He 
brought it to bear so unerringly on the under- 
standing, that it scarcely &iled to produce an 
abiding conviction. 

When he became officially connected with 
the London Hibernian Society, a wide field of 
usefidness was opened for the exercise of his 
Christian exertions. Naturally of an inddent 
disposition ; his habits and feelings seemed to 
undergo a complete transformation, when any 
religious object presented itself as a stimulus of 
action. His appointment as agent of the Lon- 
don Hibernian Society, (of which a more parti- 
cular account will be given in a subsequent 
department of this memoir,) placed him in 
his proper element. It afforded him means of 
carrying on plans of usefidness, the want of 
which caused his mental energies to remain in a 
great measure hitherto dormant ; and in their 
development, he manifested his suitability to 
originate and carry on so important an educa- 
tional institution. 
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In May, 1814, the operations of the society 
became so extended that his removal to 
the town of Sligo, as a more public locality, 
was necessary; and upon his return to the scene 
of his former labours for the cause of God, he 
fi)und the concerns of the Independent Chapel, 
both religious and secular, in a most ruinous 
condition. Sectarian dissension had fully ac- 
complished its evil work. The most active 
members of the congregation had become 
leaders of conflicting parties, affording a melan- 
choly exemplification of the unhappy results of 
a combination of spiritual pride and imperfect 
information on religious subjects. To accom- 
modate a well-known adage to our present pur- 
pose, it may be truly said that in the church of 
God there is a place for every member, and that 
every member should occupy his own place ; 
otherwise confusion will be the inevitable conse- 
quence.* Hence it may be inferred, however 
diversified the opinion on church government, 
the necessity of a regularly-constituted ministry 
to preserve order in the community ; so that 
obedience to those who have the rule over us in 
the Lord, may not be regulated merely by per- 

* This principle is strongly enforced in 1 Corinthians xii.. 
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flonal caprice, but be a matter of strict con* 
science. In popularly-constructed religious 
societies, the general welfare is alone consulted 
by those whose minds are elevated above the 
level of factious excitement ; and it is only by a 
few influential persons assuming an oligarchical 
position, that their permanent existence is se- 
cured. If the conduct of such individuals be 
regulated by Christian prudence, unanimity of 
sentiment will be, to a certain exteiit, preserved ; 
but in order to effect this, the fortiter in re, as 
well as the sttaviter in modo^ must be charac- 
teristic of their procedure. In the first age of 
Christianity we find ecclesiastical disorders rec- 
tified by apostolical authority, which, when the 
circumstances of the case required it, was dele- 
gated to such persons as Timothy and Titus ; 
and in the records of the second century, almost 
from the martyrdom of the beloved disciple — 
the last surviving apostle — we read of indivi- 
duals acting in the same episcopal capacity. 
This is not a suitable place to enter upon the 
subject of church government in a discussional 
way. The author merely wishes to express his 
own opinion, and that is : — If episcopacy had 
been strictly adhered to, and preserved at an 
early period from popish arrogancy, and since 
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the Beformation from dissenting waywardness, 
the professing church of Christ would Iiave 
presented a unity of &ith and practice which, 
alas! it does not now possess. The apostle 
Paul, however, rejoiced in the fact that the 
Gospel was preached, even though improper 
motives actuated the promulgators of it : and 
whenever or wherever God confers his blessing, 
the members of any portion of Christ's church 
militant here on earth should not remain silent, 
whilst the angelic choir bursts forth in anthems 
of joy over the conversion of sinners. We may 
have our conscientious convictions and decided 
preferences on the subject of church govern- 
ment, but neither should cause us to look with 
" an evil eye" on the proceedings of others who 
may esteem it their duty to attain the same 
object by a different path. Prejudice arising 
from peculiar circumstances, may influence the 
best of men to view an ecclesiastical institution 
or regulation in an unfavourable light, and 
much allowance must be made in forming a 
just estimate of their conduct. For instance, a 
spiritual-minded person may seek in vain for 
edification, as far as preaching is concerned, in 
the established ministry of his locality, and he 
feels at liberty to join the ranks of dissent. 
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The entire system of episcopal government then 
becomes chargeable, in his mind, with the 
partial deficiency which may have more imme- 
diately aflFected himself. However unjust this 
opinion may be, it enters largely into all his 
views, and prodtices a warping effect on his 
mind, however correct his sentiments on other 
points. Nothing proves more strongly the 
inconclusive reasoning adopted on such occasions 
than the imdeniable fact, that many individuals 
have taken shelter in the communion of the 
Established Church from the storm of irreligious 
discord which they have encountered elsewhere. 
Such considerations ought to lead us to discri- 
minate between real principle and occasional 
abuse. If actuated by the former, we will 
mountain our position for the good of others, 
rather than abdicate it for supposed self-edifi- 
cation : for, if in the path of duty, God can 
bless us even in the midst of spiritual desti- 
tution. 

These general observations may seem to 
imply a wish, on the author's part, to cast 
censure on Mr. Blest's conduct in becoming a 
dissenter, and acting upon dissenting principles. 
But such is not really the case. The author's 
object is, to state candidly his own opinions, 
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while it is his desire to record matters connected 
with this memoir with the utmost impartiality. 
In estimating Mr. B.'s character, we must keep 
constantly in view, that his mind was divested 
of all bigotry, of which we have had, and will 
still have abundant proof. In that sphere of 
usefulness allotted to him by God, perhaps that 
very trait of disposition was absolutely neces- 
sary, as he was officially, as agent for the 
London Hibernian Society, brought into contact 
with persons of so many different reli^ous 
denominations. 

The Independent Chapel had been vacant for 
two years previous to Mr. Blest's removal to 
Sligo ; as the want of sufficient means for the 
support of a minister had prevented the appoint- 
ment of a successor to the Beverend Claudius 
Morrison. But when the conunittee of the 
London Hibernian Society confined their ope- 
rations to the educational department of their 
labours, a missionary society was formed in 
London, under the designation of the Irish 
Evangelical Society; and a corresponding 
committee was established in Dublin. Mr. 
Blest immediately applied, through both 
these channels of communication, for the pur- 
pose of getting students from some of the 
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dissenting academies in ^England, from whom a 
selection might be made. His request was 
complied with, and several young men were 
sent to Sligo. Some time, however, elapsed 
before the congregation made choice of a person 
to fill the office of their minister. They were 
very anxious to secure the services of a Mr. 
Noble, but circumstances prevented his settle- 
ment in Sligo. At length in October, 1815, 
the Rev. William Urwick arrived there, and his 
piety and talents soon rendered him a general 
fevourite with the serious-minded persons coji- 
nected with the Established Church, as well as 
with dissent. He was ordained pastor of the 
Independent Church in June, 1816, and for 
eleven years his personal and ministerial cha- 
racter secured for him a well-deserved popu- 
larity. His scriptural and eloquent style of 
preaching attracted crowded congregations ; and 
during that period, the religious aspect of dis- 
sent underwent an entire change. Many of 
the members of the original congregation still 
survived, and had preserved their integrity 
amidst that religious speculation which had 
proved so disastrous to many ; and their ma- 
tured experience, combined with Mr. Urwick's 
. consistent and prudent conduct, enabled them 
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to manage matters so as to prevent divisions 
arising among them. 

This period was decidedly the most nsefiil 
portion of Mr. Blest's life. The management 
of the afiairs of the London Hibernian Sodietj 
fully occupied his time and thoughts. Though 
somewhat advanced in years, his mind retained 
its activity, and all its energies were employed 
in the work in which he was engaged. His 
daily correspondence with the visitors of schools, 
and monthly communications with the parent 
committee in London, extend to several large 
folio volumes ; and when the necessary routine 
of official business is also taken into conside* 
ration, it becomes a subject of surprise that he 
was equal to the laborious task of sustaining 
such uninterrupted exertion for so many years. 
He considered that he was engaged in God's 
work, and that feeling imparted a perseverance 
which could not have been derived from any 
other motive. Th^ success which crowned his 
efforts also afforded an additional stimulus ; and 
year afler year found him prosecuting, with 
renewed vigour, his plans of usefulness. He 
derived much heartfelt pleasure from the oppor- 
tunities he enjoyed of renewing his acquaint- 
ance with pious individuals whom he had met 
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in early life, and also of becoming known to 
many excellent clergymen of the Established 
Church. He viewed the Established Church 
as the only effectual medium of conveying spi- 
ritual regeneration to his beloved country, and 
he sincerely rejoiced in every accession to the 
piety of her ministry. His correspondence 
shows that he constantly dwelt with delight 
upon the pleasing aspect which the contrast 
between the spiritual destitution of his early 
life, and the prevalence of vital godliness within 
her pale which marked the period of his ma- 
tured years, presented to his mind. Although 
connected with a dissenting congregation, as a 
deacon, he would have deprecated the slightest 
measure which would advance the interests of 
dissenterism at the expense of the church. He 
admired the scriptural simplicity of her liturgy 
and her doctrines ; and though he felt himself 
justified in his continued separation from her 
communion, her peace and prosperity were 
equally the object of his desire, and the subject 
of his prayer. During his latter residence in 
Sligo, he also frequently enjoyed the pleasure 
of having at his house Christian friends from 
England, and various parts of Ireland; and 
passed much profitable time in their society. 
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At this period the Very Rev. Dean (Bond) 
of Boss was the non-resident rector of the 
Union of St. John's, Sligo ; and the spiritual 
duties of the town, and parish at large, devolved 
upon the Bev. W. C. Armstrong, now rector 
of Moydow, diocese of Ardagh. Mr. Blest 
had known him from in&ncy, and entertained 
for him feelings of sincere respect and Christian 
affection, evinced by his attendance upon the 
public worship of the parish church whenever 
the pulpit of the Independent Chapel happened 
to be vacant. In many letters written at that 
time, he refers with much pleasure to the cor- 
rect views of divine truth which uniformly per- 
vaded his sermons ; and, as a proof of Mr. B.'s 
catholic spirit, he frequently urged the Bev. 
Wm. Digby, then Archdeacon of Elphin, to 
visit Sligo, to strengthen, as he expresses it, 
Mr. Armstrong's hands in the work of the Lord. 
He had enjoyed, for some time previously, 
a personal acquaintance with the archdeacon, 
whose devotedness of character shed a lustre 
upon the ministry of the Established Church, in 
the early dawnings of that spirituality which 
has since arisen in noon-day light upon her. In 
his letters Mr. B. mentions the heavy respon- 
sibilities that devolved on Mr. Annstrong, as 



MEMOIR OF ALBERT BLEST. 107 

curate of so extensive a parish; and whose 
public ministrations were waited upon by a 
congregation four times as large as any other in 
the diocese, and which he describes as, generally 
speaking, viewing religion as more than a mere 
profession — some anxiously inquiring, What is 
truth? and others having received it in the 
love of it. The archdeacon having felt much 
hesitation in complying with Mr. B.'s wishes, 
the latter addressed to him an interesting 
letter, from which the following extracts are 
taken : — 

« 16th July, 1816. 

" My dear Sir — I write imder circumstances 
of too great restriction, in point of time, fully 
to obviate, as I could wish, the obstacles which, 
in your affectionate letter of the 13th instant, 
you raise against our expectations of seeing you 
here; I shall therefore but attempt briefly to 
submit to your consideration a few observations 
connected with them, in order to induce you to 
review the subject. .... 
*^ There is, certainly, such a thing as ^stepping 
out of one's place, and exercising oneself in 
things too high for us.' But would not my 
application of this truth be much more in point, 
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should I view it as stamping with presumption 
my present attempt to expostulate with you? 
Which is more inconsistent with situation and 
place — my acting as a Mentor, or your coming 
to Sligo with the good tidings of great joy, 
and the sweet invitation, * Be ye reconciled 
unto God ?' Now, I dare answer for it, that 
you will in love overlook the incongruity of 
the station I occupy, with the ofEce I assume. 
And will the good Shepherd mark with a frown, 
as a * stepping out of place,' an attempt to extend 
his kingdom and feed his lambs, by one whom 
he has called by his grace, and put into the 
ministiy? 

" I grant, in one sense, to preach the Gospel 
of the grace of God is indeed * too high ' for 
any mortal. The human mind is as capable to 
fathom the word eternity^ as fully to sound the 
heights and depths contained in the Gospel of 
the grace of God; so that the apostle had 
good reason for the exclamation, * Who is suf- 
ficient for these things ?' But as there is but one 
rule for living and preaching — ' our suflSciency 
is of God * — you would extend no more beyond 
your line of duty in preaching before the court 
of St. James's, if providentially called to it, 
than you do when, as a Christian, you war with 
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principalities and powers, and the rulers of the 
darkness of this world. 

*' Happy would it have been for some who once 
ran well, had they been apprized of the import- 
ance of your next observation : — * It is a great 
part of (a minister's) wisdom *to find his place 
in the church, and to stay in it.' But surely 
you do not intend by this to say, that your 
coming here would be irregular. If so, I 
would by no means urge it. But if it would 
be regular, and that you have an opportunity, 
as a clergyman of the diocese, presented to you, 
gou ought not to consider yourself out of place. 
If, as a Christian minister, the Lord would 
open for you all the pulpits in the diocese, to 
scatter the good seed throughout the whole of it, 
is it not his voice, ' Occupy: — this is your place?' 

" Respecting your uncertainty as to the wishes 
of Mr. Armstrong, his note, which I received 
in reply to one I addressed to him on the sub-^ 
ject, will satisfy you as to that point. When I 
came to the consideration of this objection, 
though I thought I could safely answer for him, 
yet apprehensive lest I might err, and willing 
to ascertain the leadings of Providence, I wrote 
to him, informing him that having occasion 
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frequently to address you on the subject of the 
Schools, I thought I could learn from one of 
your letters, that you might probably visit 
Sligo, and requested to know, would it be his 
wish. I transcribe his reply : — ^ I can have no 
objection to what you propose relative to the 
archdeacon, and on the contrary, I should feel 
pleasure in seeing so amiable a man.' Thus, as 
I hope every objection and doubt are removed, 
we may therefore expect you. May you come 
in the frdness of the blessings of the Gospel of 
peace 1 But when you come, lest your expec- 
tations respecting those here, who from Chris- 
tian affection you wish to see, should be disap- 
pointed, give me leave to assure you, my dear 
sir, that you must come prepared to give — not 
to receive. You are pleased to esteem me a 
father in Christ. Did age or standing of pro- 
fession give me a just claim to that truly 
honourable title, so I would be. But, alas I my 
dear sir, truth compels me to confess, that you 
say what I should be rather than what I really am. 
There may be a branch which, viewed at a 
distance, seems clothed with rich foliage, but 
which, on a nearer approach, will be found 
destitute of fruit. I speak not, God knows, 
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firom an affectation of humility, as I have no 
humility but that which is the result of the 
dearest conviction of my poverty and wretch- 
edness. The humbling truth is, that I retain 
even the leaf of profession, and am not despised 
of all who love the image of our Lord, are 
among the wonders of him whose paths are 
unsearchable, and his ways past finding out. 
• •••••• 

" Adieu, my deat sir ; may the Lord be with 
your spirit and your work, and may I have the 
happiness soon to see you." 

One object Mr. Blest had in view, in his 
endeavours to prevail on the archdeacon to 
visit Sligo was, that he might advocate the 
cause of the London Hibernian Society in the 
pulpit of the parish church. In a subsequent 
letter, which Mr. B. wrote to him, he mentions 
that he had waited upon Mr. Armstrong, who 
had expressed much satis&ction at the intel- 
ligence of his coming to Sligo, and left the 
appointment of the day to themselves ; and that 
he was only waiting the return of Mr. William 
Hume from England, to assist him in making 
the necessary arrangement for the charity 
sermon, which was at length preached on the 
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3rd of November. In announdng the final 
settlement of the business Mr. B. writes thus 
to the archdeacon : — 

"May this your visit to Sligo be but the 
pledge and earnest of many, wherein, commis- 
sioned by Him whom you serve, you may be 
the messenger of peace to many, very many, 
who will prove your crown of rejoicing in that 
day when grace shall appear to be grace indeed, 
in the reward which the fountain of all good 
will condescend to bestow on those who are 
infinitely his debtors." 

The archdeacon in due time made his much- 
wished-for appearance, and was very successful 
in his appeal in behalf of the society. At first 
he purposed to remain but a few days, but the 
prospect of usefulness was so extensive as to 
induce him to postpone his departure from Sligo 
for nearly three weeks. Mr. Blest had the 
satis&ction to find that his anticipations were 
more than fully realized, as the archdeacon was 
instrumental in introducing real religion into 
the upper classes of society to an extent hitherto 
unknown. The good work had been gradually 
though silently progressing under Mr. Arm- 
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strong's aeriptural preaduQg; and the public 
mind was, in a great measure, in a state of pre- 
paration to be influenced by the impulse it then 
received. The moral soil had been carefully 
cultivated; so that the seed of divine truth, 
sown by an experienced workman in the Lord*6 
vineyard and watered by the outpouring of 
God's S{Hrit, took deeper root, and in due 
season bore more abundant fruit, within the pale 
of the Established Chiurch in that locality. The 
faithful promulgation of the Gospel, from the 
pulpit of the Independent Chapel, contributed 
much to the increase of vital ' godliness : but so 
anxious was Mr. Blest to prevent any just 
grounds fi>r jeailousy, that when consulted by 
any member of the church, on the sut^t of 
withdrawal from her communion, he strenuously 
o{q)osed auch a step being taken; as he always 
viewed his chapel as erected for the preaching of 
the Gospel, and not as a place to promote dissent. 
In fact, in proportion as the sound doctrines of 
the Keformation revived in the church, his 
feelings of attachment towards her increased. 
The latitudinarian views of church government 
which he, at an early period of his religious 
£fe imbibed from the peculiar circumstances in 
which he was placed, permitted his connexion 

I 
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with any religious commiinity professing scrip- 
tural sentiments; but as they were adopted 
more from expediency than conviction, he was 
divested of any prejudice which would prevent 
his advancing the spiritual wel&re of the Esta^ 
blished Church within the sphere allotted to him 
by divine Providence. In his communications to 
particular correspondents, immediately subse- 
quent to the archdeacon's return to his parish, 
Mr. Blest alludes to the beneficial effects pro- 
duced by his ministerial labours in Sligo : — 

To the Bey.' J. J. Fletcher, Dmmkeerm. 

« November 17, 1816. 

^^ Your friend the archdeacon came here not 
only to advocate the cause of the society, but 
for his Master, and he was abundantiy blessed 
in his work. All who knew the Saviour's name 
before his arrival were quickened afresh, and 
many who slept in the dust of an unrenewed 
state were raised, I trust, together with Christ. 
In point of success, I never witnessed a more 
promising appearance, and in point of character, 
I never beheld a fairer copy of an epistle of 
Christ, read and acknowledged of aU men, than 
I witnessed in the spirit, conduct, and labours 
of the archdeacon. He preached twice in the 
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chtirch, and every day and night from house to 
house: not formally; for his conversation in 
every place was one continued sermon on re- 
pentance towards God — faith towards our Lord 
Jesus Christ — ^life of communion with him-r- 
and devotedness to his glory/' 

To the Bey. James Daly,. Warden of Galway. 

<* December 14, 1816. 

*' • . I presume you are not 

unacquainted with the religious sentiments, and 
the uncommon devotedness of Archdeacon 
Digby. He intended to leave this on the day 
after the charity sermon, but so great was the 
attention paid to his ministry, that he remained 
with us seventeen days, and wherever he spent 
the day he was employed to a late hour at night 
in testifying of the grace of God. — The number 
of devoted Christians who attend the parish 
church are not a few, and could your conve- 
nience permit you to visit Sligo, I have no 
doubt but the result would be pleasing to your- 
self, and a blessing to many. Being honoured 
with the residence of the archdeacon with me 
while he remained here, I beg to presume for a 
similar &vour from you, should you come. Our 
ourate is an amiable and excellent clergyman, 
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eyangelical in seiitiiiieiit, and would, I ghi 
answer for it, afford you an opporfconiiy of 
preadbing. The fiurtheranee of the Goepd, 
which is my sole motive, will ^ead my excuse 
for taking this liberty." 

Mr. Blest addressed letters of a similar 
nature to the Bev. J. Burke, of Loughrea, and 
other clergymen ; but the author considers the 
foregoing extracts as suffident to convey an 
idea of the pleasure which he enjoyed by being 
privileged to promote the increase of true 
religion in the church. 

In a letter to the Bev. William Bushe, on 
the 18th of January, ISl?, he makes the fol- 
lowing reference to her spiritual prosperity, and 
also to an individual who had then but lately 
entered into the joy of his Lord. 

^^ Our Lord is doing wonders ; and, as if to 
pour contempt on those who spoke with so 
much confidence of the certain destruction of 
the Establishment in this kingdom, he is re- 
viving his work in her every day, and decking 
her with stars of peculiar lustre. I mentioned 
in my last letter, the visit we had from the 
archdeacon ; and I am sure you will hear 
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much satis&otaon ihat we are now &YOtived with 
a vkit fixMn jone no less devoted, nor a whit 
behind him m zeal-— *the Key. Jemmet Parke, 
from the eonnty of Wexford, son of Colcoiel 
Parke, of Dmially, two miles from Sligo. 
Since his arriral he haa pi^»ched in Drumcliffe 
Church, about four miles distant; and also to 
crowded congregations on weds-days, in the 
yillages about Dunally." 

Mr. Blest's fourth son had, at an early period 
of his Christian profession, adopted the prin- 
ciples of separatism ; but his sentiments, at this 
time, underwent an entire change, which was a 
source of much gratification to his &ther. In a 
letter to S. Mills, Esq. of London, dated Ja- 
nuary 28, 1817, after giving a minute expose of 
the opinions of that party, he enters into a 
detail of the circumstances which led to his 
son's withdrawal from it : — 

*< Mrs. Blest had been lately reading for a 
poor blind Christian woman, who spends every 
Lord^s day at my house, the last Beport of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, in consecutive 
order. My fourth son, who felt no interest in 
such matters, happened to be present on one 
occasion while his mother was thus employed, 
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and heard her read for some time with indif- 
ference. At length his attention wajs arrested, 
and, listening with increasing wonder, he was 
forced to acknowledge in his own mind, ^ This 
must be the finger of God.' This conviction 
was instantly followed by another, < How is it 
that those with whom I am connected are hos- 
tile to this work ? Must there not be an error 
at the root of the system I adhere to ?' The 
subject bore powerfully on his mind during the 
night, after he had retired to his own room, and 
doubt of the in&llibility of the system led to 
investigation ; the result of which, through the 
blessing of God, is the most decided change I 
ever witnessed. He views with horror the 
religious principles he had been induced to 
adopt many years since, when just a novice ; 
and his Christian affection for all who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ bums with a more intense 
heat, firom having been so long chilled and 
restrained by the damps of separatism. Ehp- 
pily, immediately after his restoration, I had a 
visit, of three days' duration, from the Rev. 
Jemmet Parke — a most devoted clergyman; and 
he now rejoices as a bird escaped from the snare 
of the fowler. With the gratitude of a Chris- 
tian for the restoration of a brother, and the 
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gratitude of a Christian parent for the salvation 
of a son, long involved in pemidous error, I 
have obtruded on your attention this testimony 
of my gratitude to God, and his highly- 
honoured instrument, l^e British and Foreign 
Bible Society." 

The motives which influenced Mr. Bkst's 
conduct, contributed much to that cordiality of 
religious feeling which then prevailed between 
members of the Established Church and evan- 
gelical dissenters in Sligo. Emulation in doing 
good, and not the advancement of sectarian 
interest, was the characteristic feature of every 
measure adopted for general usefulness. This 
revival and extension of religion was accom- 
panied by a corresponding solicitude for the 
wel&re of the leading religious societies. Their 
respective anniversaries were well attended, and 
liberal contributions made to l^eir Ainds. 

Mudi about this time, or perhaps somewhat 
later, a (arcumstance occurred which evidenced 
the improved state of public feeling. The 
Rev. B. H. Nixon, chaplain of Steevens' 
Hospital, Dublin, then on a religious deputation, 
perceiving a large placard on the comers of the 
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streets sntioiniomg the perfimnaxioe of the play 
intituled. The Road to Rum, for that evening!) 
made some suitable allofflon to the deDionlizHiig 
tendency of liieatrical amusements* This ex>- 
cited the indignation of the manager, who, in 
retaliation, got up the play of The Hypocrite, 
among the dramatis persofia of which he intro- 
duced some of the most respectable religious 
ladies of Sligo personified as to dress and mode 
of speaking. This gross outrage of puhfic 
decorum caused the Bev. W. C. Armstrcmg, 
then provost of the borough, to dose the 
theatre, and also to publish a very Christian- 
minded address to the inhabitants, assigning his 
reasons for so doing. And although from party 
feelizigs, of a local nature, this imprincipled 
affidr received magisterial sanction, in opposition 
to the cause of insulted religion, Mr. Armn 
strong^s firm and prudent conduct met with the 
approbation of the serious-nunded portion of 
the community at large; and the theatrical 
company shortly afterwards retired from Si^a. 
The author cannot refrain from inserting the 
following extracts from a letter, written by Mr. 
B. to his old friend, the Key. J. Gibson, with 
whom the reader is already acquainted. It i^ 
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dailed, March 10th, 1817, and is descriptiye of 
his employmmt at this time, and his yiews of 
the state of religion in Sligo : — 

« . . . Strange as it may appear 
to yon, I can assure you, that your not hearing 
from me long since, was occasioned by want of 
time ; for never have I had so much business to 
attend to, as since I removed to Sligo. Yet, 
though frequently pressed above measure, and 
not unfrequentiy quite enervated mth writing-, 
I am not tired of my work : but while it aocu*- 
nxdates, (and this 'it does every day,) I have 
reason to bless my God, that he has honoured 
the evening of my life with this ministration of 
mercy to the present and rising gen^»tion. 

^^ Our schools, by the account returned to the 
parent committee, in London, on the 26th ult. 
were three hundred and forty-three — our day- 
pupils, twenty-seven thousand five hundred and 
^ty-^ht. All these, as they advance into 
the Scripture 6lass, must have the word of God 
committed to memory ; and, exdueive of these, 
himdreds of adults are taught in our night- 
schools. Every district affords some trophies of 
divine grace, and wherever our schools are 
e^tabhshed, spiritual darkness no longer holds 
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its domimon, and the change, religious and 
moral, evidently proclaims that the work is of 
Grod. I have matters so arranged that I can 
inspect the whole of the schools in eleven 
comities in my office; nor can any master 
practise the slightest imposition on the society, 
as remuneration is regulated strictly by the pro- 
ficiency of the papils. 

'^I would be more minute in giving a de- 
tailed account of the good the society is doing, 
but your last letter holds out the hope of my 
seeing you shortly in Sligo. Come, and I trust 
your spirit will be refreshed from more sources 
than its prosperity. Sligo is an altered place. 
There are many who, when you were here, 
were enemies of God, but are now his friends — 
nay, his zealous servants. This is not tauto- 
logy, for all his friends do not serve him with 
equal zeal. Many of them are members of the 
Established Church, nor do I even wish them 
to become dissenters. The Establishment ! say 
you : Can any good thing come out of Naza- 
retii? Come and see. We have had lately 
two clergymen here. — Others talk of religion, 
but they have their conversation in heaven." 

His feelings respecting himself, personally. 
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are I^ub beautiftdly expressed in a letter to Mr. 
Mills, of London : — 

« 26th March, 1817- 

" The committee have been pleased to inti- 
mate, through you, their approbation of my 
exertions, and have voted their usual testimony 
of it. This I accept with gratitude and respect. 
And in reference to the judgment yet to be 
pronounced by Bfim whose glory is connected 
with the great object of the institution, and in 
subordination to which my every act should be 
directed, the utmost ambition of my soul is to 
hear from his lips, in the gracious language with 
which he once cheered the heart of a self- 
convicted and trembling culprit — * Neither do 
I condemn thee.' " 

In his September communication of the 
following year he thus writes to the same 
individual : — 

*^ I write at this moment in my office, neatly 
and commodiously fitted up ; and although my 
antechamber is crowded with teachers, and 
many applicants from different parts of the 
country for copies of Ae Holy Scriptures, I 
enjoy in it the stillness of a convent, imtil the 
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neoessafy busmeeB with the fonner, and a 
to conyerse with the hitter, disw me from my 
retirement. And although busily employed in 
this secluded situation from morning to night, 
I am confident there is not an mdividual among 
tiie bustiers through life — whether conspicuous 
as a votary of mammon — a cultivator of the 
sciences— a warrior, wading through fields of 
blood to snatch at the laurel crown of victory 
— enjoys such pleasurable feelings as my occu- 
pation affords. I know that a desire for the 
protraction of life is vain ; yet there is a reli- 
gious and rational fascination in the work in 
which I am engaged that, at times, carries my 
wishes fiu: beyond the bounds of sixty years." 

These two epistolary extracts are pleasing 
evidences of the feelings which influenced Mr. 
Blest's mind, and fitted him for the important 
work which he superintended. We perceive in 
his language the effects of Christian humility, 
as oontradirtbgnidied from mtoal amiabifity of 
disposition; as the latter would have induced 
him to view his exaiiions with selfoomplaoency, 
but the fixrmer caused him to consider hims^ 
as an unprofitable servant, unworthy of reward. 
We also see that Christian principle urged him 



MSMOiR OF ALBERT BLB8T. 125 

to prosecute his labours — ^not as a hireling, but 
from a sense of duty, arising from a conviction 
that they were in accordance with the divine 
will — and this rendered his performance of 
them a highly-esteemed privilege. Bol^ l^ese 
fruits of filth enabled him to act with perse- 
vering zeal amidst almost insurmountable diffi- 
culties. Knowing from long experience his 
own insufficiency, he confided solely in that 
strength which perfects human weakness; and 
looking to the Author and Giver of every good 
and perfect gift, he was endued with ability of 
thought and action equal to the existing exi-. 
gency. Firm reliance on the faithfrdness of 
Jdiovah to the promises of his revealed word 
was llie polar star of his hopes and conduct in 
the gloomiest hour of personal and official 
embarrassment; and under its guidance he 
pursued his onward course, and scarcely ever 
failed of eventual success. Did the limits of 
this memoir permit the publication of his 
correspondence with the parent committee, the. 
perusal of their interesting contents would corr 
reborate fully the truth of these observations. 

In a letter, written to a personal friend just 
recovered from severe illness, we have a further 
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insight of his religious sentiments. He thns 
addresses him: — 

**I regret that you have been so seriously 
afflicted, but rejoice that in this trying situ- 
ation you foimd the Saviour testified unto you 
in the word of reconciliation as the ^ shadow of 
a great rock in a weary land.' The word of 
truth reveals him as such, but the crowning 
blessing is to know him as thus revealed. You 
have seen enough in the reli^ous world to per- 
ceive the necessity of this distinction : for many 
mistake a knowledge merely theoretical, for the 
uniting, justifying, and soul-quickening reve- 
lation of Him by the word to the heart ; and 
thereby encompass themselves with sparks of 
their own kindling. Their whole zeal, conse- 
quently terminates in floslting speculations, 
which may be likened to balloons highly 
inflated; and being destitute of that anchor 
which enters within the veil, they are carried 
about with every wind of doctrine. You found, 
when on the confines of the valley of the 
shadow of death, that nothing but God himself 
and the consciousness of his presence could cheer 
your sinking spirit in that trying hour. No 
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distinction of party — no fancied superiority of 
sect — no refinement in theories, doctrinal or 
ecclesiastical, could be a substitute for Christ 
formed within the soul, the hope of glory, or 
be admitted for a moment to occupy the mind. 
May his glory, and bringing sinners acquainted 
with him, and to experience the power of his 
resurrection, be therefore the sole business of 
our lives." 

The episcopate of the last Archbishop of 
Tuam, at this time Bishop of Elphin, contri- 
buted much to the increase of religion in that 
diocese in which Sligo is situated. The judi- 
cious selection of fidthful clergymen for every 
vacancy, secured an efficient parochial ministry. 
The hitherto neglected Protestant population, 
thinly scattered over the rural districts, was 
carefully sought out, and its spiritual wants 
attended to. The happy consequence of which 
was, that scriptural information became more 
extensive in every grade of society; and religion, 
instead of being the subject of derision, was 
felt in many cases in all its sanctifying influence, 
and in all, generally speaking, became an object 
of respect. Many of the leading gentry parti- 
cipated in these spiritual blessings, and they 
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cordially oo-operated in every plan of religious 
improvement. At length, in the year 18 IQ^ 
the death of Lord Decies led to the appoint- 
ment of Doctor Trench to the primacy of 
Connaught ; and while Mr. Blest rejoiced that 
his Grace was destined to occupy a more exalted 
station in the church, he felt much anxiety as to 
the sanction which his successor would give to 
the operations of the London Hibernian So- 
ciety. His Grace, after much patient investi- 
gation of its prindples and proceedings, had 
granted to it his countenance and support, and 
Mr. B. dreaded the possibility of the new 
bishop assuming even a position of neutrality. 
His fears, however, were groundless, as Doctor 
Leslie in due time became favourable to it, and 
accepted the office of vice-president. 

The death of the Very Bev. Dean Bond, 
shortly afterwards, left the Union of St. John's, 
Sligo, at the disposal of the bishop, and the 
appointment of the succeeding rector was, like- 
wise, a subject of much solicitude to Mr. B^ 
For many years Mr. Armstrong had prcHuoted 
the welfare of the society in every available 
way, and Mr. B. looked forward with much 
anxiety to the selection which would be made 
for 80 important a parish. The Bev. Charles 
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Hamilton, vicar-general of Dromore, was ap- 
pointed ; and he al£M> became a wahn friend of 
the society. 

Before Dean Bond's death, the plan of a 
second church for Sligo was thought of; btlt 
no progress was made towards its erection until 
Mr. Hamilton's accession to the parish. Mr. 
Armstrong was transferred to the curacy of it, 
but his Grace of Tuam soon removed him to the 
parish of Moydow, in the diocese of Ardagh. 
His successor was the late Bev. William Arm- 
strong, of EnnisMIlen, whose natiuul benevolence 
of disposition, sanctified by the influence of 
Christian principle, urged him to the most 
active exertion for the promotion of the spiritual 
and temporal welfitfe of his ministerial charge. 
His moral and religious worth was more known 
by his actions than loud-sounding profession. 
During the eventful period of the cholera visi- 
tation, in the s^utumn of 1832, he remained 
undaunted at his post of danger. Though 
frequently confined from extreme exhaustion, he 
wag mercifully preserved from the &tal epidemic ; 
but when reunited by a brief relaxation, he 
would issue forth on errands of mercy wherever 
his presence was required. No man ever did 
more good with so little ostentation. In the 

K 
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spring of 1840, after twenty years spent in the 
active service of his Master, he was, after a 
severe but short illness, summoned' to his 
heavenly reward. Pastoral duty brought him 
to the couch of disease. In his endeavours to 
instil the consolations of the Gospel of peace 
into the departing spirit of an aged female 
labouring under fever, he caught the disease, 
and sunk into a comparatively premature grave, 
universally loved and respected. It was to 
him, in conjunction with a truly pious lady 
stiU living, that the orphans of individuals 
carried off by cholera were indebted for an 
asylum in which they were supported and 
educated; and the last time he appeared in 
public was, to advocate the cause of the Sligo 
Protestant Orphan Sodety. To sum up his 
character in a few words — ^it may be truly said 
of him, that he combined the wisdom of the 
serpent with the harmlessness of the dove. 
While possessed of much discrimination of 
human character, that << charity which thinkeih 
no evil" invariably regulated his thoughts and 
actions. His piety was truly sincere, and his 
friendship warm and disinterested. 

The clergy of the diocese of Elphin presented, 
an address to their diocesan on his lordship's 
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promotion to the archbishopric of Tuam, already 
referred to ; and on this occasion Mr. Blest thus 
addresses his fiiend, Archdeacon Digby : — 

'^ I now fulfil my intention of expostulating 
with you for not directing the newspaper to 
be forwarded to me which contained the ex- 
cellent address of the clergy of this diocese to 
his Grace the Archbishop of Tuam, and his 
most excellent reply, at which I was barely 
permitted to glance for a moment this evening 
by our mutual friend, Mr. Hume. What! 
was it because your humble servant frequents 
a conventicle, that he was not permitted to 
share in the gratification in which, as a Christian, 
he had a right to participate, and in which none 
more sincerely rejoices ? 

'^ I need not tell you^ that both the address 
and reply afforded to me great satisfiiction. But 
I will say that if I had had an opportunity 
before the presentation of the address, I would 
have procured one to accompany it firom the 
only congregation of evangelical Protestants 
in this diocese not under his episcopal care, 
as cordial, as devoted, and as sincere as that 
which emanated firom the clergy under his 
late superintendence. But although this oppor- 
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tunity of thu8 recording the sense we cnterteiJ 
of his Grace's worth, and our high respect foi^ 
his character, has passed unimproyed, yet 
equally interested in the prosperity of Zion 
with those who were so happily privileged, 
we will not cease, in sincere union with them, 
to supplicate the throne of our common Lord, 
that his servant, the Archbishop, may be long 
spared the Ussher and the Bedell of our land." 

In a letter to the Venerable Archdeacon 
Grace, of Westport, written a few days afler- 
Wards, Mr. B. thus alludes to the same sub- 
ject : — 

"I congratulate you on the accession of the 
present archbishop to your diocese. He will 
assist you and hold up your hands in every good 
work. Probably Archdeacon Digby will be 
also removed to Tuam. Thanks be to God ! 
the Gospel is spreading on every side, and the 
fire that has been kindled proving its origin — 
a ^live coal,' taken at the command of the Lord 
of Sabaoth, from off the altar." 

In a communication addressed much about 
this period to the Rev. William Henry, one 
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of the senior ministers of the Tahitean mission, 
Mr. B. thus alludes to the Church of Ireland : 

" The Spirit of God is poured out on the 
Establishment, and a goodly number of the 
dergy now prodaun the righteousness of God 
our Saviour, and, shall I say it ? they preach a 
purer Gospel than the dissenters. T^e former 
have but one object in yiew — the conversicHi 
of sinners. Church-making and party interests 
necessarily divide the attention of the latter." 

!From a second letter to Archdeacon Grace 
the following extract is taken : — 

^^ You have long laboured among a rebellious 
and gainsaying people, but you have been spared 
to receive a great reward. You see a host raised 
up in the church, boldly to confess that truth, for 
your advocacy of which you were long a speckled 
bird. Nay, you have been spared to see the 
archiepiscopal throne of your province filled by 
one who glories in crowning Jesus Lord of all." 

When a review is taken of the hostility 
evinced in later days by dissenters against the 
church, it' is gratifying to have such sentiments 
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as the foregoing on record from the pen of one 
whose mmd was elevated above the influence of 
sectarian predilections. He was a stranger to 
those feelings which would call down fire firom 
heaven against every principle and practice not 
consonant with peculiar views of things. While 
he acted strictly in accordance with the dictates 
of his own conscience in every matter, he depre- 
cated conduct which was calculated to excite 
the fiercest passions of the human heart ; and 
we shall find that at a later period of his life 
he shrunk with abhorrence from that unhallowed 
coalition of Protestant dissenterism with super- 
stition, heresy, and even atheism, for the over- 
throw of the national altar. He trembled for 
the awful consequences which would ensue from 
the consummation of such combined wishes aiid 
exertions. He valued too highly an eicclesiastioal 
establishment, recognising the Bible, and the 
Bible alone, as the rule of &ith, to be instru- 
mental in removing a stone firom the sacred 
edifice. 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

A PAINFULLY 1NTEBE8T1NO DETAIL BESPBCTING A JEWISH 
IMPOSTOB, THE BEY. J. J. HETDEOK. 

The Jewish Expositor for August, 1821, 
contains a correspondence which was printed 
and published by the kind friends who had sent 
out the B«y. Joseph Wolffe on a mission to the 
East. Among the letters was one fix)m a Bev. 
John Joseph Heydeck, who designated himself 
Professor of Oriental Languages in the Boyal 
College of St. Isidore, Madrid. It was written 
in very scriptural language, and with much 
apparent zeal for the spiritual weliare of out- 
cast Israel. Immediately on reading- it, Mr 
Blest felt it his duty to request the Bev. John 
Morrison, formerly Se^etary of the London 
Hibernian Society, to whom he was then writing, 
to caution the Bev. Mr. Hughes of the British 
and Foreign Bible Sodety, and the Bev. Mr. 
Owen also, together with the secretary of the 
Jew Society, against opening any correspon- 
dance with Heydeck, until he had previously 
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Gommumcated with them on the subject. He 
describes him as a Jew, and educated a Jesuit. 

In the December of that year Mr. Blest sent 
the foUowing painfidly interesting detail im Lon- 
don, which the author inserts in this memoir 
with less reluctance, as aU the parties mentioned 
in it are now no more. It affords a striking 
instance of the fearful lengths to which persons of 
talent, but devoid of the sanctifying influence of 
religion, will {nrooeed in hypocritical practices : 

<*In autumn, 1784, an advertisement ap- 
peared in < The Sligo Journal,' announcmg tint 
on tlie ibllowinff Lord's day a sermon would be 

the Bev. John Jo8q[>h Heydeck, a converted 
Babbi. Being much iaterested in the fiiUen 
state of Israel, according to the fleshy and 
strongly impressed with a conviction, derived 
from the writings of the prpphets and apostlefly 
that the Lord would yet turn back the captivity, 
of Jacob, I was very desirous to converse vntix 
him; and althou^ not iatunately aoquaix^od 
with the Presbyterian minister of Sigo, I re* 
solved to wait upon him, in order to be intro^ 
duced to his Jewish visitor. I soon enjoyed, 
that pleasure, but at this distance of tiioe I 



MXHOIR OF ALBERT BI«SST» 137 

caniiot well recollect the Tarious topics of con* 
versation during my first interview with him.^ 
I remember, however, distinctly that the minis-; 
ter, (who was opposed to the peculiar doctrines 
of the Gospel,) apprehending that some senti-* 
ments which had been advanced probably by 
myself, were connected with the doctrine of the 
elfiction of grace, strongly reprobated the idea, 
and was proceeding at some length in his argu<* 
mwt, when he was interrupted by the Babbi, 
who exclaimed with much emphasis — ^Election I 
O sir, I am a living witness of the truth of that 
doctrine. But for the sovereign election of 
graoe, I would have remained a Jew, under all 
the influence of that blindness and enmity whioli 
perpetuate the misery of my brethren according 
to the flesh.' Nothing more was necessary to 
confirm my opinion of his sincerity, as he waa 
at diat moment indebted to the gentleman 
whom he had thus fearlessly addressed for the 
dothes be wore and his preservation from star- 
valion; having but a few days previously 
called upon him almost naked and pennyless. 

'* The information I then got respecting him 
was, that be bad been shipwrecked on the 
northern coast of Irdand, during a voyage 
fiom England, and that his object in visiting 
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this country, was an expected appointment as 
sub-librarian in the department of oriental lite- 
rature in Trinity College, Dublin — that on 
reaching the shore he had been deprived of his 
clothes, and nearly murdered by the peasantry, 
who plundered the ship, and was obliged to travel 
on foot to Sligo, m the wretched plight in 
which he made his first appearance; and that 
the P^resbyterian minister, fuUy satisfied with 
his intimate acquaintance with the Hebrew and 
other languages, and perceiving that his coun- 
tenance strongly marked his Jewish origin, had 
received him without the slightest hesitation 
into his house, and provided him with a suit of 
his own clothes. 

** Much pleased with my Jewish fiiend, I 
hastened to impart the glad tidings to my reli- 
gious acquaintances, (who were then indeed but 
few in Sligo,) that the Lord had recovered one 
of the lost sheep of the house of Israel. I was 
anxious also to engage them to attend at the 
Presbyterian meeting-house on the following 
Lord's day, and to recommend both the preacher 
and the congregation, which I expected would 
be numerous, to their prayers. I note this latter 
circiunstance, as an occurrence was connected 
with it which has never since been obliterated 
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from my memory. Being engaged with my 
family in our social worship on the Saturday 
evening, my mind became confused and inca- 
pable of proceeding when I conmienced my 
supplications in behalf of him whom I esteemed 
a servant of God. I felt as if all my Acuities 
were enveloped in a mist of darkness, and I 
must confess that I viewed this unusual circum- 
stance as little less than a supematmul interdic- 
tion. This unfavourable impression caused me 
to watch narrowly hia countenance in the pulpit 
on the following day ; and I very distinctly per- 
ceived that every feature was distorted during 
prayer, and indicated any thing but a frame of 
mind in harmony with the exercise. Subsequent 
discoveries led me to conclude that he must have 
been guilty of the deepest hypocrisy. 

"The meedng-house was completely filled, 
and an attentive auditory listened to the very 
interesting and well-digested narrative which he 
gave of his conversion to Christianity. He had 
been a Jew by birth, and educated a Babbi. In 
the course of his preaching to his synagogue 
GongregationI he expounded the fifty-third chap- 
ter of Isaiah. On retiring, his conscience was 
convinced that he had given an incorrect view 
of that remarkable prophecy, and that the suf- 
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fering indiTidual alluded to in it could not hare 
been Moses, nor any of the persons substituted 
for the real duuracter, by Jewish commentators. 
A sense of his ignorance on so important a 
point, preyed on his spirits — ^his mind became 
deeply affected, and his bodily health impaired — 
he sought seclusion firom society, and spent 
much of his time in solitary walks, thinking 
over the subject of his anxious inquiry. One 
evening the Calvinist minister of the place in 
which he resided met him, and looking earnestly 
at him, remarked, ' You are unwell, sir I your 
soul is wounded/ Surprised that a stranger 
so accurately described the state of his mind, he 
entered into conversation with him, which ter- 
minated in a promise on his part to receive a 
New Testament and carefully peruse it* When 
possessed of it, so great was his enmity to the 
name of Jesus, that previous to his consecutive 
perusal of it, he minutely turned over its pages, 
^and blotted out the word wherever he found it. 
His study, however, of its contents, issued in 
his conversion to Christianity. He was bapr 
tized, and being persecuted, had to fly from his 
native country. He had taken refuge in Engr 
land ; was intimately acquainted with the Kev, 
William Bomaine, to whose care he had comr 



MEMOIR OF ALBERT BLEST. 141 

ihitted his manuscripts. He had been in Dublin, 
and introduced by Colonel Vallancey to the 
Provost and Board of Trinity College. He 
had been on a visit to England, and was return- 
ing when he suffered shipwreck. 

"When I subsequently became more inti- 
mately acquainted vnth him, I must say that all 
doubts of his sincerity vanished, for a time, 
from my mind. The Presbyterian minister was 
no longer troubled with his support. Some 
Christian friends supplied aU his wants, and he 
was hospitably entertained while he remained in 
Sligo. His conversation was highly interesting ; 
his comments on Jewish sacrifices, priesthood, 
&c., and his illustrations of Gospel truth, in 
their typical reference to the character and 
works of the Lord Jesus Christ, were truly 
delightful, and in many instances new to those 
who heard him. He at length took his depar- 
ture for Dublin ; shortly after which a gentle- 
man resident in Sligo called upon me, and 
Heydeck became the subject of conversation. 
He assured me that he was fully justified in 
viewing him as an arrant hypocrite. He had 
been, for some time after his arrival in SUgo, 
lodging in a mean house of entertainment on 
the quay, and assumed the character of a 
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Bomish priest. He was frequaitlj intoxicated, 
and spoke the Irish language fluently; and 
when walking in company with the Presbyterian 
minister a few days after his introduction to 
him, he happened to meet his former hostess, 
to whom he intimated by signs not to recognise 
him. I endeavoured to rebut these charges by 
mentioning the prejudice with which the lower 
orders viewed any testimony in &vour of Pro- 
testantism, and their proneness to traduce any 
converts to its profession; but my informant 
still persisted in the truth of his statement. 

" This revived my former suspicion ; and I 
immediately wrote to the Rev. Wm. Bomaine, 
requesting to know whether what he had men- 
tioned respecting him was true. I received no 
reply. He was actually admitted into Trinity 
College, Dublin, and Mr. Andrew Maiben 
recdved a letter from him requesting a loan 
of money imtil his salary would become due. 
Mr. M. consulted me on the subject: and I 
advised him not to remit it directly to Hey- 
deck, but to request him to call upon a Mr. 
Hill, to whom he had given a letter of intro- 
duction; and at the same time to write to 
Mr. H. to attend to his wants. Mr. Maiben's 
reply was truly characteristic of his Christian- 



MEMOIR OF ALBERT BLEST. 143 

mindedness — ^No/ said the good man, ^he 
is a sincere believer, and may be offended at 
any appearance of suspicion on my part. The 
enemy of. souls may suggest that my hesitation 
in complying with his wishes, is a proof that 
the profession of brotherly love among Christiajis 
is not real.' Mr. Maiben, without further 
delay, made him the desired remittance, the 
receipt of which he never acknowledged. Some 
time afterwards, we were much alarmed by a 
commimication from Mr. HUl, stating that 
Heydeck had disappeared, and that the general 
opinion was, he had been murdered by the 
Jews of Dublin, and also that a legal search 
had been made in several of their houses, but 
without effect. It was not, however, long until 
our fears respecting his personal safety we^^e 
quieted ; as the Scottish newspapers announced 
his appearance in either Glasgow or Edinburgh, 
and that he was regarded in the college as a 
prodigy of oriental literature, and a rich trophy 
of divine grace. He soon, however, left that 
place; and although he had re&sed money 
while there, he accepted a contribution made 
to supply his necessities by some religious 
characters in Scotland, and which had been 
forwarded to him after his departure. Some 
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of them had taken such an interest in him, 
that they actually followed him with their 
pecuniary gift. I had heard of his haTing 
got into his possession a lady's watch while 
in Dublin, which he carried ofF with him; and 
when informed of his visit to Scotland, I again 
wrote to Mr. Komaine, from whom I received 
the following reply : — 

" * My dear Sir — I acknowledge the receipt 
of two letters from you. I did not answer 
your first, because I was in hopes that some- 
thing might have appeared in Heydeck's &your, 
and the storm would have blown oyer. Bat I 
find the impostor grows worse and worse, and 
therefore, though far against my will, I am 
forced to tell you that every thing he said of 
me was false. I do not know him. The first 
time I heard of him was from you. I have no 
manuscript of his in my hands. He has repeated 
at Edinburgh, at Glasgow, at Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, and goes on telling in all places the same 
lies which he told you. He is a complete child 
of his father. These days are to abound with 
such. May He, who is truth itself, by His 
Holy Spirit and word, keep you from impostors ; 
especially from those who come as angels of 
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light. Stick close to Him your divine teacher. 
Pray for his Spirit to shine upon his word, 
that you may understand it clearly, believe it 
steadfastly, and thereby enjoy the blessings 
promised in it. This will preserve you in the 
fidth, and help you against all temptations to 
go on your way rejoicing. So prays your friend 
and servant in the Lord Christ, 

^* ^ W. ROMAINE. 

" * P.S.-r-I was, and am still, from home, or 
I would have acknowledged your letter sooner. 

« * Bristol, August 18, 1785.' 

"This letter removed all doubt from my 
mind respecting Heydeck ; and curiosity alone 
influenced me to make any further inquiry 
respecting him, and my desire for information 
was soon gratified, by a description of an im. 
postor given in one of the London newspapers, 
which, though it did not mention the name of 
the individual, yet so corresponded with the 
traits of Heydeck's character known to me, as 
to establish fully his identity with it. The 
subject of animadversion had been the son of 
a Jew who professed conversion to Popery in 
France, and in accordance with the practice of 
the Jesuits, who had been instrumental in 

L 
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effecting it, the son, then a mere diild, had 
been taken as ahostage far his father's sinoeritjr. 
He had been educated by them finr a member 
of their order, but while he remained under 
thdr care, he had the address to dude all thdr 
vigilance, and hold priyate coiieBpondence with 
his &ther, who was still a Jew in principle. 
When folly educated and prepared for serv- 
ing in any of their missions, he had escaped 
from them, and arrived in England, where he 
successfoUy practised many impositions, espe- 
cially one of deirauding a religious lady of a 
large sum of money. As dbrcumstances per- 
mitted, he had occasionally acted the part of a 
Bomish priest, a Calvinist minister, a Methodist 
preacher, &c. &c. 

** This account closed all the information I 
could obtain about him after he left Scotland, 
and I have reason to think that his subsequent 
movements could not be traced. How great, 
then, was my surprise at again hearing of him 
after a lapse of thirty-six years. Probably 
there is not another individual now living in 
the United Kingdom who could give the in- 
formation respecting him which I now commu- 
nicate ; and probably it is not without a particular 
providence that I have had it in my power to 
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point out the trae character of an individual 
who, from the imposing introduction he has had 
to the Jews* and Bible Societies, might have 
done serious injury. 

"His letter in the Jewish Expositor for 
August last evinces the same scriptural infor- 
mation which marked his communications to 
Mr. Maiben and myself thirty-six years ago; 
amd, on the other hand, from his present situa- 
tion in St. Isidore's College, Madrid, he must 
be a Boman Catholic, and most likely a priest, 
and, from his early education, a Jesuit. So 
that he must be still equally the hypocrite as 
when he assumed the different characters already 
referred to." 

At this interval of time, the authc^ has had 
no means of ascertaining how far the information 
contained in the foregoing detail was acted on; 
but it appears to have been solicited from Mr. 
Blest, as some months intervened between its 
transmis^on and the caution abeady referred to, 
which he sent to London respecting Heydeck. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

DKATH OF MBS. BLEST HIS SECOND MABBIAOE — ^DBATH OF 

HIS BBOOND DAUOBTEB — ^THB BEY. WILLIAM UBWIOK's 
BEMOYAL TO DUBLIN. 

Mr. Blest, though now .advanced in life, still 
retained his usual activity of mind. He was 
always very sensitive as to change of atmos- 
pheric temperature, and frequently threatened 
with dropsy of the chest. But his thoughts 
were so occupied with official business, that 
when prohibited by his medical attendant from 
writing, he carried on his daily and complicated 
correspondence by an amanuensis, even when 
respiration was painful to him. 

In his domestic circle he had enjoyed a long 
period of uninterrupted happiness, associated 
with a fondly-attached wife, and affectionate 
children. Of a very numerous family, only 
five sons and two daughters lived to maturity ; 
and at the period to which reference is now 
made, unless in the respective removals of the 
former to different destinations in life, no change 
had occurred for many years. Death, however, 
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entered Ids dwelling early in the year 1826. 
Mrs. Blest had been long an invalid. Although 
in the enjoyment of tolerable health, a rheumatic 
affection had deprived her of the use of her 
limbs for nearly twelve years ; but her fidth in 
the wisdom of divine arrangement enabled her 
to submit, without a murmur, to the deprivation 
under which she laboured. She had been early 
trained up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord by her pious father, and was taught to 
revere religion, from beholding its doctrines and 
precepts so fully exemplified by his principles 
and conduct. When her own mind was brought 
under its influence, her Christian consistency 
adorned her religious profession. During the 
period of her protracted affliction, she learned 
to read the Irish Scriptures ; and much of her 
time was profitably employed in conversation 
with the many inquirers after truth who fre- 
quented Mr. Blest's house, and in reading to 
them in their vernacular language the word 
of inspiration. Her natural amiability tended 
much to regulate Mr. Blest's warm temperament 
of mind, and prevented him from acting, as much 
as he otherwise would have done, on the impulse 
of the moment. The closing scene of life was 
to her one of much bodily suffering, but her 
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hope was placed on the sure foundation laid 
in Zion, and the lamp of the Saviour^s love 
brightened the gloom of the valley of death. 
As an aged pilgrim, she entered the portals 
of eternity leaning on the staff of the divine 
promises, and the rod of God's recognition 
comforted her departing spirit. They had 
been married at an early age, and their long 
conjugal imion was marked by the most sincere 
and uninterrupted mutual attachment. Shortly 
after his bereavement he thus expressed himself 
in a letta: to a friend : — 

^^I would have replied to your kind letter 
sooner, but for a domestic visitation whic^ has 
absorbed my every thougfat-^the removal of 
my beloved and most exemplary partner in 
life. Happily there were no dregs in the 
eup of affliction I was thus called to drink. 
For more than forty years we took sweet 
counsel together, and her latter end was peace 
— a peace, which was the fruit of the full 
assurance of the understanding, and of &ith 
in Him into whose hands, and in the words of 
Stephen (her la^ words), she reagned her i^iiit.'' 

In the course of the following year he married 
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a truly Christian lady, whom he had long 
known and highly esteemed. She was a 
daughter of the late Arthur Irwin, Esq., of 
the county of Sligo. No person could be 
more calculated to promote his happiness. 
From the moment when, like Mary of old, 
she had chosen that better part which could 
not be taken from her, it was her constant 
delight to sit in self-abasement at her Saviour^s 
feet, and learn of Him who was lowly of heart. 
Her subsequent life was devoted to the service 
of God — she went about doing good to the 
bodies and souls of her fellow-mortals — visiting 
the wretched abodes of destitution and igno- 
rance, and searching after the outlaws of sodety 
imprisoned in the county gaol. She practised 
the most rigid self-denial to enable her to meet 
the frequent demands on her generosity, in 
the exercise of which she was solely regulated 
by her pecuniary means. 

In a few months afterwards, Mr. Blest was 
visited by a second domestic bereavement, in 
the removal of his younger daughter. Naturally 
of a weak constitution, she had been for some 
years in a declining state of health. She in- 
herited much of her fiither's talents, and acquired 
a knowledge of several of the modern languages. 
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She had, from an early age, been connected 
with the religious party formed by Mr* Walker, 
but previously to her death separated from it. 
This latter step afforded her fiither much satis- 
&ction, as he waa strongly opposed to that 
system. And although her adherence to it 
did not influence their affectionate intercourse 
as parent and child, it was a source of heartfelt 
grief to Mr. Blest, as it prevented her from 
imiting with the family in any religious exercise. 
From the tenacity with which she clung to the 
peculiarities of separatism, he had long despaired 
of her renunciation of them; and when, contrary 
to his expectation, the conversation of a Christian 
friend (Major Pringle, of the Koyal Artillery) 
produced the much-desired effect, it contri-f 
buted not a little to his happiness^ Mr. B. 
thus alludes to the subject in a letter to his 
dear friend, the Rev. Wm. Digby : — 

« Feb. 23d, 1826. 

"You have heard, I presume, that my 
daughter Eliza has escaped from the Separa- 
tists; and, to make up for lost time while 
Inactive through the stupor of the system, 
she has been particularly active ever since." 

During the latter years of her life, she was 
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mudi afflicted with frequent indisposition. Her 
complaint at length became hopeless, and her 
sufferings terminated in death, about May, 
1827; but it was her Other's happiness to 
look forward in sure and certain hope, to a 
reunion before the throne of God. 

Other matters at this time occupied much 
of his thoughts. The removal of the Bev. 
William Urwick left a vacancy in the Inde- 
pendent Chapel of Sligo, as he accepted the 
appointment of minister to York-street chapel, 
Dublin. Mr. Blest appreciated fully the im- 
portant effects of his labours while resident in 
Sligo, and regretted deeply his voluntary with- 
drawal from the sphere of usefulness in which he 
considered that he had been providentially placed. 
The high estimation in which his character and 
talents were held, lessened considerably the 
influence possessed previously by persons who, 
as leaders of religious Actions, had caused the 
unhappy divisions abeady described in this 
memoir. The correspondence which Mr. Blest 
opened with persons in England and Scotland, 
indicates the deep interest which he took in 
the affidr. To one of these friends he writes — • 

^< Nothing led to the separation but the 
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eonyiction he (Mr. Urwick) entertained that the 
cause of religion required his presence in Dublin. 
The event will^ I trust, justify the step; but if 
increasing usefiilness in the town, ndghbour- 
hood, and county, and the numerous and earnest 
wishes of a church and congregation, n»y be 
considered as lemthnate objections to his remoral, 
they certainlyTere not Jlnting » 

To another he says on the same subject : — 

^^Our house is left to us desolate, not, I 
trust, as a judgment, but in accordance with 
that mercy which has marked the dispensations 
of our Lord's providence in the rise and progress 
of his Gospel in this town. Can you hdp us 
to a successor — a man of Grod — ^possessing deep 
knowledge of the ey^ blessed Gospel — ^ferv^it 
piety and zeal — and abilities natural and ac- 
quired, such as will not disappoint a taste 
formed by the highly respectable labours (rf* 
Mr. Urwick? If an individual thus prepared 
to succeed him could be procured, he would 
meet in Sligo with a most affectionate and 
attentive people." 

Such were the feelings he expressed on the 
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occasion; but his own departure from Sligo 
shortly afterwards, and subsequent residence in 
the Irish metropolis, severed his connexion with 
dissenting operations, and relieved his mind of 
the anxiety which he would, no doubt, have felt 
if he remained there. 

The closing years of Mr. Blest's life will 
occupy a separate chapter in this memoir. 
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CHAPTER X. 

HIS BBMOYAX TO DUBLIN — ^IT8 DIBADTANTAOBS AT HIS 

ABVANOBD PBBI01> OT LITB ^DEATH OT BIS SECOND 

WITE HIS VIEWS ON POUTICAL SUBJECTS INTEBTIEWB 

WITH MB. WALKBB ^HIS PBCUNINO HEALTH AND 

DISSOLUTION. 

The widely-extended operations of the London 
Hibernian Society, in the year 1827, rendered 
it necessary that its accredited agent should be 
no longer located in a provincial town ; and the 
Parent Committee, in London, came to the 
resolution of transferring the office to Dublin. 
At any former period of his life, Mr. Blest 
would have objected strongly against such an 
arrangement from considerations of a personal 
nature; but now the inroads of death in his 
family, and his second marriage, productive of 
new assodations, rendered it less irksome to 
his mind. It was, however, with intense 
feelings of regret that he bade firewell to 
the place of his nativity, and the scene of his 
Christian exertions, with a melancholy fore- 
boding, which the event realized, that he would 
never revisit it. He thus writes to the Kev. 
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Thomas Webster, in the first official communi- 
cation, after his removal to Dublin : — 

" I left Sligo with feelings of considerable 
anxiety, mitigated alone by the consideration 
that I am employed in the work of Him, who is 
God of the whole earth, and trusting in his 
consolatory encouragement — ^Fear not for I 
am with thee— be not dismayed, for I am thy 
God.' The cause is his ; he has guided and 
prospered its arrangements and operations ftom 
the beginning, to the present day; nor will 
he change with change of place. I look to him 
for guidance and support." 

In many points of view, Ms removal to 
Dublin, at his advanced period of life, was 
prejudicial to his happiness, which would not 
have been the case if it had occurred when 
he first became officially connected with the 
London Hibernian Society. He would have 
been then surrounded by bis family^ and 
associated with many religious fi*iends, whom 
he had known in early life, and who were now 
no more. He occupied an isolated position, 
even amidst the bustle of pfficial business, and 
the concentrated exertion of Christian zeal, 
which the Irish metropolis would have pre- 
sented to the sympathy of si. more youthfyl 
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mind. Connaught had been the arena of many 
a hard-fought battle, in the early war&re of 
the society, against the spiritual darkneas of 
the native Irish ; and whilst in Sligo he was 
on the spot to receive the almost daily visits 
of individuals to whom the perusal of the Bible, 
and the labours of Irish readers, had opened a 
field of serious inquiry, respecting matters 
connected with their eternal salvation. Some 
approached him like Nicodemus, with minds 
partially enlightened, but not as yet divested 
of fear; and others in hypocritical pretence. 
His discrimination of character, however, ena- 
bled him almost in every instance to discover 
their real motives ; and he either strengthened 
the weak resolutions of the former, or reproved 
the dissimulation of the latter, which often led 
to the most happy results. This afforded him 
much useful and interesting occupation, which 
he viewed as a relaxation fit>m the over- 
whelming duties of his office; but of which 
he was deprived when he left Sligo. 

In addition to these imfavourable circum- 
stances, he had not been many months in 
Dublin when he again became a widower. Mrs. 
Blest was attacked with an illness which speedily 
proved fatal. Their union was of short dura- 
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tioii, only a year having elapsed since their 
marriage. The affliotiye visitation was so 
unexpected, that at the time he suffered much 
anguish of mind, and never afterwards recovered 
fully his former vivacity of spirits. All these 
matters connected with the increasing infirmities 
of old age, cast a sorrow&l solemnity of feeling 
over his latter days on earth, and impressed 
more deeply on his mind the reality of his 
coming dissolution. But although those clouds 
darkened the evening of his Ufe, they were 
illumined by the light of that world to which 
he was fiist approaching. The star of his hope 
shone brightly, and directed the eyea of hU 
understanding to that ^^ Holiest of all" in the 
heavens, into which Jesus as his Intercessor 
had entered. 

His residence in Dublin afforded him, on 
the other hand, more fi^uent opportunities of 
meeting and conversing with the clergy of the 
Established Church, who were patrons of the 
society's schools, and of hearing from them that 
the work of the Lord was prospering in their 
hands. Many of them have since gratefidly 
acknowledged, that the valuable observations 
which his matured experience enabled him to 
make, were highly useful in the regulation of 
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their miniBterial conduct, under particular cir- 
cumstances. He felt deeply interested in the 
wel&re of the Church of Ireland, viewing, 
as already remarked in this memoir, the &11 
development of her principles, in contradis- 
tinction to the Komish system, as the means 
of national evangelization. Although, from the 
peculiar circumstances of the times, he had long 
co-operated with dissenters, he never, for a 
moment, entertained the Utopian plan of sub- 
stituting the desultory labours of missionaries 
for the uniform system of parochial pastorship ; 
nor could his sober judgment realize the phoenix 
of a more scriptural reformation, arising from 
the ashes of the national church. His hearths 
desire, and prayer to God, in her behalf, was 
that the Gospel, in all its fulness and freeness, 
might be faithfully proclaimed from every 
pulpit; and he watched with much jealousy 
the workings of that innovating spirit, which 
sought to curtail her increasing efficiency during 
some years subsequent to the passing of the 
Beform Bill in parliament. With respect to the 
coalition which was then formed by the enemies 
of the church for her destruction, he thus 
expresses himself :-r- 

^^ If dissenters continue their aoquiescence 
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in popish measures, they will themselves be 
included in the destruction meditated against 
the Established Chuitsh. Were the dissenters 
in England to make a common stand with their 
efpiscopalian brethren, not for to stop necessary 
Inform, but to stem the torrent of popish aggres* 
sion, no ministry, holding the reins of govern- 
ment would dare to act as the dupes of political 
agitators, whose design is the annihilation of 
Protestantism, particularly in Ireland. Such a 
calamity might be averted by the imion of 
Protestants of all denominations against the 
common enemy. If the attachment of dissenters 
to the doctrinal articles of the Church of 
England be not sufficiently strong to engage 
their exertions to oppose the extinction of the 
Establishment, and to prevent the advance 
of popery, believe me their religion is &r from 
being genuine ; and depend upon it, if dissen- 
ters come not forward at this crisis, they will 
manifest a spirit contrary to enlightened zeal 
for Ihe real cause of Christ, and they will be 
visited for their conduct. If through their 
instrumentality, however imintentional, popery 
be established, then they will feel the effects ci 
sudi a procedui^; and they will feel them 
deservedly. Now they meet with no persecu^ 

M 
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tion from the Established Church, and they iU 
appreciate this privilege. With respect to the 
snccess of the Gospel, it is mainly through the 
instrumentality of the excellent ministers of the 
Irish Church, it is accomplished, and from 
them dissenters meet with every legitimate 
co-operation, which they seem (at least they 
say so) to appreciate ; and yet that they should 
be accessary to the establishment of popery is a 
grievous thing." 

In a letter to the Bev. Thomas Webster, 
dated April 5, 1834, he makes the following 
observations on the same subject: — 

*^ I have with considerable pain perceived in 
the parliamentary intelligence the overt acts of 
what I can only regard as a strong delusion. 
The dissenters are seeking to remove that 
barrier which, under God, has happily, until 
the late political concessions, prevented popery 
from overflowing the land, and sweeping away 
every vestige of Protestantism in Ireland. May 
God open their eyes I That radicals, Socinians, 
deists, and papists, should act in this way is 
not to be wondered at ; but if it be the case 
that any professing evangelical sentiments have 
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joined in the unholy league, their conduct will 
most assuredly entail on them deserved punish- 
ment. I am no prophet, but I clearly foresaw 
all the sad effects of the late political changes, 
which have followed in quick succession. How- 
ever all will ultimately be well. — * The Lord 
reigneth.' 

" With respect to the effects of this political 
mania on the interests of our society, Mr. 
Carlile's sophistry has done much to deceive 
the religious dissenters in England on this 
subject. But the delusion will not be lasting 
— I cannot at present enlarge. 

** I sincerely thank you for your application 
of the Prophet Daniers dismissal (xii. 9-13) to 
my case. The period cannot be fir distant when 
I, as a monument of the riches of that grace which 
reigns through righteousness, shall stand up 
in my lot. Oh I what a lot of love I incor- 
porated into the church of the first-bom I Into 
this church I was introduced, by Him who saves 
the lost, when I first felt the heavenly attraction 
which is always connected with a view of Him 
who was lifted up. And, oh I what a society ! 
(Heb. xii. 22 — 24.) From that society my 
heart was never since alienated, and through 
his power never will. There, my dear friend. 
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we shall meet, and, oh! whftt a mercy! t6 
be ever with the Lord. 

** TonrSy Ay dear air, wHh gratefbl affection, 

"Albert Blest.*' 



The sentiments expressed in these letters 
were held in common by the Vast majority of 
individuals with whom Mr. Blest was associated. 
They did not permit political antipathies to in- 
termingle with their religious opinions. Thankful 
for the privileges they enjoyed, they were not 
"given to change;" theit desire was, "to 
lead peaceable and quiet lives," unless when 
their loyalty demanded their active exertions 
for the preservation of the constitution* And 
it is but justice to state, that in any coitfse 
of conduct which they felt it their duty to 
pursue, the glory of Grod, and not the " shib^ 
boleth" of a party, was their guiding prindple. 
It would be well if the present generation were 
actuated by similar motives. 

In the concluding paragraph of the fbregoing 
communication, written when Mr. Blest had en- 
tered his eightieth year, we have a strikkigilliK^ 
tration of that inspired declaration, " The path 
of the just is as the shining light, that shineth 
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voior^ an4 moie unto tho perfect day.'' }Ii» 
veligioii h»d not conaisted Iq merely theoretical 
views of diTine truth, but in personal com- 
mwuon with God* He knew him in whom 
he bad believed; wd he spoke of eternal thioga, 
not in the spirit pf unholy presumption, hut 
implicit confidence in the ftithfulness of God« 
He had aUnost reached the confine^ of his 
earthly pilgrimage, apd, hitherto '^preserved 
in Jesus Christ," he felt assured IhsA, he would 
be ^^kept through &ith unto salvation^" until 
put in possession of the prcmused ^^ inheritance 
of the saints in light." 

Puring a temporary illness which Mr. 3l68t 
had in 1833, his old fiiend Mr. Walker paid 
him a visjjt) the particulars of which interview 
he afterwards communicated to William Hall, 
Psq., of Cheltenham, in the following extract : 

<< You have heard, I presume, that Mr. 
Walker has returned to Dublin $ and although 
be ha0 heen here nejorly six months, I h^ve 
only eeen bi^i once, and when I wa^ u^ a 
very low state.. The motive fpr bis visit was 
im anxiety to deqlare tp me the Gospel b#P9 
J would go hence, and be no mw i§eQ« J 
felt ihankfidy but as b^ forbade p^ 0g&9i^g 
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a word, being much oppressed at the time 
with a di£5iculty of respiration, I contented 
myself with assuring him, that for the past 
half century I was fully convinced that Christ 
was, indeed, the only foundation ; and that I 
also coincided in opinion with the sentunent 
which he seemed most anxious to inculcate-^- 
that if, at the present moment, I were convinced 
of my former profession being delusive, the 
Saviour remained able to save to the utter- 
most, and had pledged himself never to cast 
out any who fled for refuge to the hope set 
before them in the record of his character, 
irrespective of their former state. He has not 
since called, and I regret to hear that he suffers 
much from indisposition. My pray^ for him 
and those in his connexion is, that they may be 
mercifully saved from their delusions, which I 
fear are awftdly on the increase." 

Mr. "Walker had resided for many years in 
London. In his published correspondence 
there are several letters written during that 
period to his Irish fiiends, which prove the 
painful interest he took in the dissensions 
which occurred in the religious party of which 
he had been the ostensible leader. He at length 
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retraced his steps to Dublin, in a very delicate 
state of health; and the Board of Trinity 
College, after a long neglect of his literary 
merits, settled an annuity on him, which he 
did not long enjoy, as he died within the 
current year, on the 25th October, 1833. How- 
ever pure and disinterested had been his motives 
in dissenting from the Established Church, it is 
much to be regretted that, after having given 
the first impulse to spiritual zeal in the ministry 
of the national sanctuary, and promoted a return 
to the doctrinal principles of the Eeformation 
within her pale, he should have voluntarily 
withdrawn from that sphere of usefulness in 
which Providence had evidently placed him ; but 
holding the opinions which he entertained during 
his continuance in her communion, the step which 
he ultimately took is not to be wondered at. 
Mr. Blest thus alludes to the matter, in a letter 
to the Rev. Henry Maturin, of Fanet, dated 
May 31, 1817:— 

" Blessed be Grod that you have been pre- 
served in the hour of that temptation, which 
visited the professed servants of the Lord in 
this kingdom, and shook some who were 
esteemed pillars to the base. Oh ! for the happy 
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restoradoii of those with wh^nn you once tovk 
such sweet counsel, and over whose d^ecdofr 
you h^^ye, up doubt^ loog mounied. May 
they repent, and do their first works, and onoe 
more bum with devoted zeal to promote the 
glory of the Sayiour, in the conyersion of 
sinners, which so signally marked the joy of their 
spiritual espousals, and their early labours in the 
ministry. You know my affection for the 
leader of this unhappy schism ; and if deference 
for the judgment of mortals could haye induced 
me to adopt sentiments without due investiga- 
tion, my admiration of him would have enrolled 
me among his first followers ; but I have reason 
for much thankfulness, that at the first glance 
I perceived the system he advanced to be 
erroneous, and foresaw many of the awful 
consequences which have unhappily followed. 
How &r are God's thoughts above our thoughts. 
When Mr. Walker withdrew from the Estar 
blished Church, I looked on aU that was done in 
cony eyingthe leaven of divine truth into the 
college and the Church, as blasted for ever; 
but our Lord has shown that he has the residue 
of the spirit, by raising up a host of fidthA^ 
witnesses, and spreading the knowledge of his 
truth in every direction, with a large m^asiwe 
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^f lave — the antidote against the &tal poison of 
the now^ Systan. No doubti my dear sir, your 
hoioes (to use a scriptural expression) .flourish 
like an herb on beholding what the Lord is 
dbing in f^iilizing the waste places of your 
2<ion, and visiting all the dark parts of this 
long desolate heritage, with the ligl^t of his 
Gospel." 

Some time after the interview mentioned 
by Mr. Blest in his letter to Mr. Hall, of 
Chdtenham, he waited upon Mr. Walker, but 
the latter, having, according to his religious 
sentiments, discharged his duty by communi- 
cating to him his views of the Gospel, felt 
reluctant to have any farther intercourse with 
him. Mr. Blest perceiving that his visit was 
not well received, after a short time, withdrew ; 
and, as he was about to retire, remarked — 
**When we meet again we may converse on 
some other subject." Mr. Walker replied, 
**Any topic but religion." "What then?*' 
inquired Mr. Blest, in much astonishm^it ; and 
the answer he received was — ** The theatre, if 
you please." They, however, never met again. 
Nothing can manifest more clearly the unhappy 
tendency of the sqyaratist system. The 



170 MCMOIR OF AI.BBRT BI.KflT. 

interestiiig occasion might have afforded manj 
topics of solemn consideration. Both had 
reached the ordinaiy bounds of human exist- 
ence, and both were, doubtless, looking forward 
to* a speedy and eternal separation from the 
things of time and sense. Under other ciicmn- 
stances, however they might have differed on 
many religious points, as aged travellers 2Son- 
ward, their affectionate recognition would have 
been mutual ; and almost within view of their 
everlasting home, they would have met as 
Christian brethren ; and that such was not the 
case was deeply regretted by Mr. Blest. It is 
pleasing, however, to find Mr. Walker, when 
his mind was disentangled from the irritating 
peculiarities of his principles, thus expressing 
himself in a letter written a few months previous 
to his death : — 

** After residing for the last twelve years in 
London, I now find myself likely to spend the 
remainder of my days in this my native land ; 
and that under many infirmities, and that of old 
age, which ipsa est morbus^ I am waiting 
in peaceful expectation of my change, and that 
of the coming glory." 

From the time Mr. Blest took up his resi* 
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dence in Dublin, he ceased to be a dissenter, 
at least as far as formal connexion with any 
of the metropolitan dissenting congregations 
would constitute him such. He generally 
attended public worship at the Bethesda, and 
the parish church of St. George's, and occa- 
sionally waited on the ministry of the Rev. W. 
H. Cooper, in Zion Chapel. Healsoirequently 
derived much pleasure in listening to the Bev. 
Thomas Kelly's expositions of the Scriptures. 
He had been in the habit for many years of 
corresponding with Mr. Kelly, and he was 
latterly one of the few surviving friends of his 
early life, and an individual for whose Christian 
character he entertained sentiments of the most 
affectionate respect. But he was often for 
months confined to his house. On one of these 
occasions he thus expresses himself, in a letter to 
a friend, dated March 26, 1833 :— 

" My health has been so poorly for the last 
half year, that I thought it my duty to remain 
indoors, and for that period my communion has 
been exclusively confined to Jerusalem which is 
above, and my only instructors — Moses, the 
prophets, the apostles, and the great Shepherd 
and Bishop of souls, who teacheth to profit. 
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Yet I have been mercifiilly dealt with, I have 
not for a Bingle week been preyented from 
attending, as fully as eyer, to the great and 
imjMHrtant duties of my calling." 

In a letter addressed to Captain John Banks, 
B.N., in May, 1834, Mr. Blest expresses his 
fears respectii^ the loss of his sight, with which 
he was shortly afterwards yisited. 

" I must apolo^se for this imperfectly-written 
letter, and confess that I feel apprehensive a 
failure of my sight will shortly oblige me to 
avail myself of the services of an amanuensis. 
The business of the office for the whole day, 
and the enjoyment of my only, and most 
precious recreation — reading, until I retire to 
rest, have imposed such labour on my assistant, 
that a diminution of their kind attention to 
myself personally, need not be wondered at, 
although most painful to your faithful and 
affectionate servant, 

"Albert Blest." 

When labourixig under this deprivation, he 
was visited by a Christian friend, and being 
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requested to write his name in her album, he 
dictated the following simple stanzas : — 

Thougli darketk'd eyes, refuse to aid 

Thig feeble hand t' obey thy wiU^ 
My worthless name I here inscribe. 

Thy kind injunction to fulfil. 

I venture not, like Goshen's sage 

Who did by Inspiration bless, 
And to the heads of Israel's tribes. 

Their future destiny express. 

But sure I may presume to ask 

Of Israel's God. his richest grace. 
To bless unto their latest day 

My friends and their beloved race. 

The period was now fitst approaching, which 
was to terminate his indefatigable exertions in 
promoting the cause of scripturU education. 
Such, however, was still his vigour of mind, 
that he overcame obstacles which to another 
person similarly droumstanced would have been 
insurmountable. He had watched by the cradle 
of the London Hibernian Society, and under his 
unwearied superintendence, that institution had 
arrived at an extent of operation which included 
every county of Ireland ; and the very idea pf 
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sorreiideriDg his goaidiansliip of its interests 
would haye rendered him truly miserable. The 
parent committee in London iiilly appredated 
his long and invaluable labours in their service, 
and felt unwilling to distress his mind hy 
appointing a sucesssor during his life-time. 
The matured experience of his highly-esteemed 
assistant secretary, Mr. ELanly, enabled him to 
fnlfil the duties of his office until the day 
of his dissolution.* And it was a truly inte- 
resting sight to behold this venerable servant of 
God, though blind, and tottering on the verge 
of the grave, presiding over an educational 
society comprising 2,355 daily, Sunday, and 



* In a letter to Captain J. Banks, B. N., as secretary to 
€be London committee written March 31, 1835, Mr. Blest 
thus expresses himself : — 

''Aware, as yon are, of the great pressure from the 
mnltitiide of business requiring the constant attention of 
my assistant, you will be prepared for my apology in not 
including details of the account. I am still mercifully 
borne up under a lingering indisposition. I think, however, 
though I am not sanguine in my expectation, nor indeed 
anxious about the result, that there is a prospect of increasing 
convalescence. But of this I am certain that the society's 
business suffers no injury, knowing as I do the undivided 
attention and incessant labours of an assistant whose com- 
mendable zeal for the society's interest has progressively 
increased for the last twenty -one years.' 



** 
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adult schools, and 135,933 pupils. In compliance 
Tvith the wishes of its early friends, and in a spirit 
of feith, he had, twenty-seven years previ- 
ously, made the experiment of establishing a few 
sdiools in a mountainous district of the west 
of Ireland. And from this insignificant com- 
mencement had gradually arisen, under his fos- 
tering care, that system of scriptural education, 
which has proved so great a blessing to the pea- 
santry of his beloved country. He was permitted 
to reap an abundant harvest, and it was his 
privilege to enter into the rest prepared for the 
people of God, with the consolatory assurance, 
that his undertaking had met with the divine 
approbation. 

In the winter of 1835, he had a severe attack 
of influenza, which weakened him very much. 
He somewhat revived during the following 
spring ; but his health continued delicate for the 
remainder of that year. He was able, however, 
to sit in his drawing-room, and dictate replies to 
the communications received from aU parts of 
Ireland, and to affix his signatiu*e by Mr. Hanly 
guiding his hand to the place, and holding it 
there until he had written his name. The 
returns of the quarterly examinations, frimished 
by the inspectors, were also read to him, and he 
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icgnkted in oonjmictkin with Us niiniBiBiil, ike 
syaages of pcfDMait to eadi temcher aepuadsky. 

At lengdi, m JttiiHiy, 1837, the same dis- 
ease again seised on* his ddditated oonstitii-^ 
ticrn. Daring his hist iUness he on one occasion 
expressed himsdf in the fcUowing kngnage. 
*' A few dajs ago mj mind was opened to per- 
ceive more fidij than heietofiMne the vanity of aU 
eaitfaljr things. It is bioc^t to lely impfi- 
cidy on the work of the LfC»d Jesos Christ. 
He is the light of my coontenanoe, the fbfaiess 
of my joy, the foundation of my hope. He is 
to me 'the bread of life.' The bread which 
Moses received was carnal bread; it sustained 
the Jews in time, and only for a time; but 
Christ is the tme living bread to satisfy the 
himgeringsofan immortal spirit. What a bless- 
ing to dwell beneath the shadow of Jehovah ! 
there is peace— there is security. As to this 
body of flesh, it must be taken down, and laid in 
the house appointed for all living. But Jesus 
has destroyed him who hath the power of death 
—even the devil. Blessed be his name." 

On the 24th of January he was able to leave 
his bed, and entered into conversation with Mr. 
Hanly, respecting the great Protestant meeting 
to be held in the course of that day in the King^s 
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room of the Mahsion-house, Dublin, On the 
foUowmg day (Thursday the 25th) he was much 
worse, but expressed considerable interest in 
the speeches which were read to him from " the 
Evening Mail" of that date. He listened atten- 
tively for ^me time, and frequently expressed 
his satisfaction at the sentiments which were 
advanced by the persons who had addressed the 
crowded assemblage; but becoming fatigued, he 
requested to know the names of the speakers 
towards the conclusion of the meeting. Whilst 
the person who acted as reader was thus 
engaged, his son Albert, resident in Dublin, 
called to see him about four o'clock, p,m. ; and 
after conversing with him for a short time, he 
thought from the drooping position of his head 
that he had suddenly fallen asleep ; and on 
approaching the bed to arrange bis pillow, he 
found, to his utter astonishment, that his spirit 
had forsaken its earthly tabernacle. The dread 
of a deathrbed struggle had often caused him 
many gloomy forebodings, as to the solemn 
circupistances of his final dismissal. He had 
frequently sang, and repeated with much ner- 
vousness of feeling, the followipg 6t^z0. of 
a iavourite hymn ; — 

N 
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" When I tread tbe yerge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside. 
Death of death, and hell's destruction. 
Land me safe on Canaan's side. 
Songs of praises 
I will ever give to Thee.* 

He was mercifuUy preserved from a realiza- 
tion of his fears, as his transition from time to 
eternity was ahnost instantaneous ; and, as far 
as human observation could perceive, he was 
scarcely conscious of it himself. He calmly fell 
asleep in Jesus, after a protracted life of 
devoted zeal. 

The following honourable memorial was 
adopted by the parent committee at their next 
meeting : — 

" Having, with unfeigned sorrow, heard of 
the death of the venerable and excellent secre- 
tary and agent for Ireland, Mr. Albert Blest — 

" This committee are desirous of recording 
upon their minutes their deep sense of his long 
and valuable services; which, commencing almost 
with the operations of the London Hibernian 
Society in Ireland, have been continued, with 
unremitting zeal, and in the exercise of sound 
judgment and piety, until within a few hours 
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of that solemn event, when he was called to 
appear before his Lord and Master, Jesus Christ ; 
--^ervioes which, through the grace of God, 
have been highly creditable to his Christian 
eharaoter, have tended to raise this society in 
public estimation and useiulness, and proved a 
lasting benefit to the people of that country. 

"It was his privilege, under Divine Pro- 
vidence, to introduce the society's system of 
scriptural education into the sister island ; and 
that at a period when comparatively few cared 
for the souls of the people, and scarcely any 
efibrts upon a large scale were in operation for 
their spiritual improvement. 

" He lived to see other kindred institutions 
raised up for the promotion of the same blessed 
object, and to witness the operations of this 
society carried into every county of Ireland; 
while he has been the medium of communicating 
a sound Bible education to upwards of six hun- 
dred thousand of his fellow-countrymen, and of 
circulating nearly four hundred thousand copies 
of that sacred volume which was so particularly 
precious to his own soul. 

^^ He has now entered into his rest, and his 
works do follow him." 

Thus terminated the earthly existence of a 
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man, to whose memory Ireland owes a deep 
debt of gratitude, the amount of which the 
judgment-seat of Christ will alone disclose. 
From the moment his mind was brought ftdly 
under the influence of vital godliness, his con-> 
stant ahn was to be usefid to the souls of his 
fellow-men« We have beheld him as a private 
Christian devoted to the service of Crod, and 
as the agent of the London Hibernian Sodety, 
we shall have a further opportunity of forming 
an estimate of his character in the succeeding 
section of this memoir. 
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CHAPTEE XI. 

LONDON HIBEBNIAK SOCIETY. 

PBBFATOBT BBMABK8 ^IT8 OBIOUIAL PLAN ^TISIT OF DBPU- 

TATION TO IBBLAND BXTBA0T8 PBOM THBlB BEPOBT-* 

KB. BLBBT'b PIBST OOMNBXION WITH TBB SOOIETT — ITB 

M188IONABT LABOUBS IBI8B IITBTBUOTION— BXAMUIATION 

OF ITS PBIN0IPLE8 — ^BBOOMES AN BDUOATIONAL INSTITU- 
TION IN 1814 — DETAIL OF ITS STSTBM OF INSPECTION AND 
INBTBUOTION — ^BENEFIOIAL BBSULTB OF ITS LABOUBS, ETC. 

After the secession of Messrs. Walker and 
Kelly from the ministry of the Established 
Chm*ch, the peculiar views which each adopted, 
prevented mutual co-operation in any general 
plan of religious usefulness ; and during the 
two subsequent years, little exertion was made 
for the spiritual improvement of Ireland. A 
fierce warfare was carried on by opposing parties 
on the subject of church government, which 
was very inimical to the real interests of vital 
godliness. 

The Church of Ireland awakening to a sense 
of her responsibility, had instituted in the year 
1792, the "Association for Discountenancing 
Vice, and promoting the Knowledge and Practice 
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of the duristam Religion,*' irfuchwuinoarporaled 
by^ act of fKin^it in die yev 1800. The 
principal nmnB employed by tlua aociety irere» 
thediaB fflnina t iff noftheHd[yStt iptm B B ,afBo<JEB 
of C<HDmon Rrayer, and of mond and lel^ioiis 
tracts; the extenami of catedieticsal ezamim- 
lions, and the grant of premhima to the best 
answererB ; die estaUishment of achools, and the 
grant of sahuneB and gratnilies to sehoolmas- 
ters. Such an educational society must have 
been prodnctiye of much good. But still, there 
was an extensile fidd demanding Christaan col- 
tnie left imoocaped, and it became an object of 
sympathy to die fiiends of religion in England. 
In the year 1806, a few beneycdent indivi- 
duals resident in London, and unconnected with 
Ireland except by the ties of Christian aflfection 
and genuine philanthropy, were deeply impressed 
withasense of her moral and spiritual destito- 
tion, and took into consideration die means 
which might be employed for die amelioration 
of her forlorn condition. In fiirdierance of dus 
object diey formed the '^ Hibernian Sodety for 
the diffusion of religious knowledge in Ireland.** 
Their first plan of operation was of a three-feld 
character — ^ministerial and lay preaching, dis- 
tribution of the word of Crod and tracts, and 
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the establishmeiit and encouiagem^it of schoolfi. 
But for the first four years, the employment of 
itinerant preachers appears to have been princi- 
pally attended to. In 1807, a deputation con- 
sisting of the Bev. Thomas Charles of Balla, 
Wales ; the Eev. David Bogue of Gosport ; the 
Rev. Joseph Hughes of Battersea ; and their 
treasurer, Samuel Mills, Esq.of Finsbury-place, 
London, visited Ireland in order to obtain accu- 
rate information as to the state of reUgionin that 
country, and to consult with suitable persons 
respecting the best measures for carrying into 
effect the views of the society. After travelling 
through the four provinces, they published on 
their return to London, a very interesting report, 
which is well worthy of perusal, but the author 
r^ets that it is too long for fiill insertion in this 
memoir. It enters into a minute detail of the 
state of religious parties in Ireland, and the 
communities principally noticed are, Boman 
Catholics, Protestant Episcopalians, Presby- 
terians, and Methodists. 

A long section of the report appropriated to 
Bomanism, concludes with the following im- 
portant observations : — 

'^ On the whole, popery appeairs to be exhi- 
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bited and inculcated there, (as it probably is 
in every country where it obtoins footing, ) wiili 
sach a decoded partiality in &yonr of its most 
fimtasdc and aniichristian features — ^the manosu- 
vres of its priests are so various, so subtle, and, 
alas I so efficient — and the moral aspect, firom 
these, and other causes, is so discouraging, ihat 
the deputation, confining themselves to this view 
of Ireland, see nothing but formidable barriers 
erected agsunst every attempt to bless her inha- 
bitants with the light of life : nor must it be 
concealed, that the numerical preponderance of 
Boman Catholics is itself a prolific seed of 
disunion, not to say, political disaffection. The 
hope, therefore, that the Irish will ever be a 
tranquil and loyal people, and still more, that 
piety and virtue will flourish among them, must 
be built on the anticipated reduction of popery ! 
But how is this event to be accomplished ? By 
penal laws, or impassioned &ctions ? Reli^on, 
humanity, and common sense answer — No ... A 
solicitude to redress all grievances, and a leaning 
to the extreme of generosity, seem to promise 
the happiest result, especially if connected with 
prudent and zealous efforts to unveil before the 
deluded votaries of Bome, Christianity in her 
own unsophisticated and majestic form. 
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** The Protestant episcopalians, that is, the 
members of the Established Church, amount, 
it is computed, to half a million. The clergy 
belonging to this community are placed in a 
very responsible and arduous situation. Much 
attention is requisite, amidst the seductive in* 
flaences of the popish priesthood, in order to 
reclaim, preserve, encourage, and increase the 
flock. At the same time, to say nothing of 
their emoluments and literary advantages, the 
sanction they derive fix)m the state, confers on 
the Protestant clergy an authority which is 
capable of being converted to the best account. 
It were well if they all entertained those views 
of the Gospel, cultivated those dispositions, and 
abounded in those labours, which the circum« 
stances of Ireland so emphatically require. The 
churches are, for the most part, opened but 
once a day ; in a country where the most per- 
nicious errors prevail, this appears to be a 
mortifying deficiency. Yet such is the far-spread 
apathy, even in populous towns, that, if there 
are two services, the attendance on the second 
is deplorably thin. This surely could not be 
the case, were the minds of the people, during 
the first service, more generally affected by the 
impressive truths which some have the privilege 
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to hear. The deputation were in company with 
sevenil deigymen, who both dispense and adorn 
the doctrines of the GospeL Should it please 
the Lord of the harvest to thrust forth many 
additional labourers, endowed like these, Ireland 
would soon hare reason to rejoice; for though 
few converts, if any, firom the popish churdi^ 
have been made by these clergymen, the predoue 
seed of truth, scattered firom thar hands among 
nominal Protestants, has produced some corres* 
pondent firuit. It is most devoutiy to be wished, 
that those who induct into the sacred office, 
and those who are inducted, may indeed be 
moved by the Holy Ghost ; then will the shep- 
herds ^ feed the flock of Grod, taking the over« 
sight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly — 
not for filthy lucre's sake, but of a ready mind — 
neither as being lords over God^s heritage, but 
being ensamples to the flock.' Kthe Established 
Church of Ireland is to be supported with effect 
the people must see their ministers ; their minis- 
ters must emulate the diligence of the Boman 
Catholic priests — they must be more exemplary 
than they. They must faithfiilly preach the 
word both in public and from house to house ; 
in a word, they must be such, in their doctrine 
and manner of life, as bigots, formalists, and 
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• hirelings, whether Popish or Protestant, assail, 
yet fear — disdain, yet envy — calumniate, yet 
inwardly applaud. 

<< It was stated to the deputation, that several 
curacies could be obtained, if such ministers 
were to offer. Cannot England spare a few of 
her young evangelists? Would not a few be 
willing to cross the chamiel at their brethren's 
invitation ? But how much more important to 
provide apostolic men with benefices ! Let the 
friends of Zion bear it on their minds, when 
they eojoy communion with Him who has all 
hearts in his hands^ and can, therefore, persuade 
the wealthy and the noble to employ their patro- 
nage for the advancement ofhis spiritual kingdom. 

'< The Presbyterians, as it respects both their 
number and the date of their settlement in 
Ireland, approach nearer to the Established 
Church than the communities yet to be de- 
scribed. In point of number, they are almost 
equal. They have upwards of one hundred 
and sixty congregations, a few of these are 
south of Dublin, but by ftr the greater part 
are in the north. Some are exceedingly 
reduced, so that were it not for the allowance 
of government, they would inevitably be 
dissolved. It is submitted, whether this is not 
occasioned by a departure from the essential 
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articles of the Christian &ith, and by a failure 
of ardent piety ; and it . is also submitted, 
but with deferenoe and the most entire good 
will, whether the clear representation of those 
essential articles, and the practical display of 
that ardent piety, account, on the general 
scale, for the advantageous exterior of the 
more numerous congregations. 

" Seceders may be considered as constituting 
a second class of Preshyterixins. Hitherto, 
they have been divided, as in Great Britain, 
into burghers and anti-burghers ; but, the 
ground of separation having no existence in 
Ireland, they are now in progress towards a 
union • • • • They have about ninety con- 
gregations, and are supposed to be uniformly 
tenacious of evangelical truth. 

" Should the Presbyterians, viewed compre- 
hensively, acquire a more animated tone, and 
a more popular manner, feeling, at the same 
time, the importance of uniting with other 
denominations in plans for propagating the 
Gospel, their own interests, and the interests 
of Protestants at large, would, hmnanly speak- 
ing, soon burst the comparatively narrow 
boundaries which at present confine them. 

*^ The Methodists^ that is, the members of 
Mr« Wesley's connexion, have been embodied in 
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Ireland above half a century. The last con- 
ference list states their number to be twenty- 
four thousand five hundred and sixty. To 
these must be added, those (a much larger 
class) who, though they attend their meetings, 
are not enrolled in the society. As they profess 
to be in full conununion with the Church of 
Ireland) their preachers neyer administer the 
Lord's Supper, and never publicly officiate in 
church hours. A few of their preachers, 
called Irish missionaries, ride into markets and 
fairs, and preach on horseback, in the Irish 
language. Their other preachers occasionally 
speak in the same places of concourse. The 
persevering diligence of these people deserves 
high commendation. They have, indeed, borne 
the burden and heat of the day, aiid have 
effectually proclaimed salvation to many who 
were once on the borders of eternal ruin. 
Among them will be found a great proportion 
of the proselytes from popery, which have been 
made in Ireland since their establishment 

there * * • 

<' The Quakers, who are here and there 
numerous, distinguish themselves, as they do 
wherever they reside, by their industry, sobriety, 
peaceableness, and all that is denoted by good 
behaviour, ,,.••..••».. 
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*' Irdand oontahis fiye or mx oongregatioiis 
of Baplasts; but they seem to be in the last 

stage of decline. 

<* Seyeral religions societies have lately been 
constituted, adopting in genend the maxims, 
and assuming the name, of /iu2fp«iii£»ito. Those 
in the south are, more or less, connected wil^ 

the Key. Mr. Kelly 

^* The Independents in the north are more 
numerous ; they have been considerably assisted 
by a zealous benefactor resident in Scotland. 
The strain of preaching in this denomination is 
decidedly evangelical ; th^ are actiye in the pro* 
motion of Sunday-schools, in the management 
of which they excel, and they .manifest a laud- 
able concern to spread the Grospel through all 
parts. They practise weekly conununion, and 
in some of their churches the administration of 
the Lord's Supper is not restricted to the minis* 
terial office. If weekly communion does not 
tend to produce this singularity, it is, at least, 
obvious that ordination and a right to administer 
the Lord's Supper are thus virtually pronounced 
separable from each other, it being highly 
improbable that the pastor's place, when he is 
absent, will always be filled by a minister who 
has received ordination. Without entering into 
the discussion, it may not be unsuitable to 
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remind the members of this community, that 
their reasonings on such topics, £rom apostolic 
usage, and even command, often prove too much, 
l^t they are in danger of exhausting on defini- 
tions and the &ame of a Christian church the 
energy which should be reserved for the ad- 
vancement of its spiritual character, and that 
they induce a fear lest they should gradually assi- 
milate themselves still more to the advocates of 
the system known by the name of marked 
separation. 

^* The advocates of marked separation, as fiur as 
the deputation could learn, not only reAise to 
pray in a room with persons supposed to be 
unconverted, but, except as it regards those 
who go throughout with their system, decline 
all social worship with persons of whose piety 
they profess not to harbour a doubt. According 
to their views, it would be disorderly, or, rather, 
criminal, to mingle in the supplication of any 
family, or of any church, in Great Britain — no 
&mily, no church, over its whole extent, being 
as yet illuminated by the reflection of their rays 
How they reconcile this with holding public 
assemblies for divine service may not easily be 
determined. Their number, as might be 
expected, is small, and their origin is so recent, 
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that they can scarcely be considered as having 
anticipated the final extent of their repulsive 
peculiarities. It is not denied that the pious 
and the amiable are found in their contracted 
circle ; but when the former habits of such are 
compared, in point of utility, with their present, 
the degeneracy is palpable and afflictive* The 
broaching of their system in Ireland, a country 
where, if in any other, the union of Christians 
should be carried, with a holy vehemence, to its 
last lawful limit, is calculated to do unspeakable 
mischief. Should it be suffered by Divine Pro- 
vidence to flow in a more copious stream, the 
eager propagators of Christianity will feel them- 
selves proportionally thwarted in thdr noblest 
endeavours. Papists will declaim with renewed 
advantage on the divisions of Protestants, and 
the sons of infidelity and vice will approach the 
majesty of pure and undefiled religion with 
augmented violence and scorn* 

< Hoc Ithacos velit, et magno mercentar Atridse." 

The author feels assured that no apology will 
be considered necessary for these copious 
extracts. The report from which they are 
selected was the production of individuals of 
different religious denominations, and the senti^ 
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ments which they express indicate a total absence 
of sectarian feelin&r. They viewed the Bomish 
system as deslxucL to L immortal interests 
of their fellow-men, and its extinction was the 
object of their prayers and exertions. But they 
did not visit Ireland for the purpose of inter- 
fering with the internal arrangements of any 
existing Protestant community. They aimed 
not at the undue exaltation of any particular 
religious party. '^ To do good unto all men/' was 
their motto, and their subsequent proceedings 
fully verified their strict adherence to it. The 
spirit of Christian liberality by which they were 
actuated, also justified the expectation, that they 
would adopt whatever plan would be deemed, 
after careful deliberation, most suitable for the 
accomplishment of their benevolent designs. 

During the sojourn of this deputation in 
Dublin, they were invited to dinner by Alder- 
man Hutton, a well-known religious character 
of that day. Commercial business brought Mr. 
Blest to the Irish metropolis at the same time, 
and casually meeting with the pious alderman, 
who was an old and intimate friend, he complied 
with his request to meet these English gentle- 
men. In the course of the evening a discussion 
took place on a religious subject, and the ability 

o 
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displayed by Mr. Blest, in maintaining his riew 
of the matter, produced a very &Toarable im- 
pression on the minds of the deputation. One 
of them, who had been merely a listener, at length 
exclaimed, ^^ Grentlemen, we are come to con- 
;ert the Iriah, «id here is an individual fiom 
Connaught, better instructed than we are !" 

In the year 1809, Mr. Mills, a member of 
this deputation, again visited Dublin. The 
object of this second mission was, to secure the 
co-operation of influential persons, especially in 
Dublin, in behalf of the Hibernian Sodety. 
The London Committee felt at a loss how to 
act, when, unassisted by persons possessing local 
infonnation, who would prevent their exertions 
being directed to the prosecution of unsuitable 
plans of usefulness. After an almost fruitless 
attempt, Mr. Mills, on hearing that Mr. Blest 
happened also to be then in that city, waited 
upon him at his lodgings, stated to him how 
matters stood, and earnestly requested that he 
would endeavour to further the objects of the 
society in the province of Connaught. During 
the interval that had elapsed since their former 
interview at Alderman Hutton's house, Mr. 
Blest, though highly approving of the benevo- 
lent intentions of the society, was too much 
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occupied with his private concerns, to render 
any friendly assistance. An unexpected de- 
pression in the Jiaen botnness, in which he was 
extensively engaged, had caused much anxiety 
of mind, as to its more than probable effect upon 
his capital embarked in it. The kind interference 
of the Bev. Thomas Kelly relieved him from 
„, .»>P»»y ^Urr^L.. whW. »igl.. 
otherwise have arisen, and left him at liberty to 
engage in the promotion of a cause in the success 
of which his feelings had been so long enlisted — 
the spiritual wel&re of Ireland. He entered 
at once into Mr. Mills' views, and returned 
home fully determined to act upon them. A 
mutual correspondence commenced between 
them which was uninterruptedly carried on for 
many years. In a letter to Mr. Mills in 1825, 
Mr. Blest makes the following reflections on 
the circumstances and results of their first 
interview : — 

** In writing to you, my dear sir, it ill be- 
comes me at any time to confine myself to the 
business in hand. I owe you a debt of grati- 
tude which I can never repay, but which I trust 
I shall never forget. May my children also ever 
regard their kind bene&ctor with feelings of 
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aflfectioiiate and gratefbl respect ! Andrew I 
trust is doing welL John I hear still reades in 
Peru, haying been hitherto prevented leaving 
it, as he had intended, deterred by the difficulty 
of removing from La Paz, in consequence of the 
disturbed state of the country. William is at 
present practising in St. Jago, and Anthony, 
from whom I had a letter four months ago, 

^in India. All these are indebted to you 

very much for the &cilities they now possess of 
passing through life in respectable^ situations. 
How important apparently accidental circum- 
stances prove I My introduction to you at Al- 
derman Hutton's, seventeen years ago, seemed 
then unimportant and casual, and yet it is con- 
nected, with not only the introduction of my sons 
into life, but the rich flow of a tide of mercy into 
this kingdom, which has in its progress, proved 
the waters of life to hundreds, and still rolls on, 
conveying blessings to every part of the kingdom, 
carrying before it in its heaven-destined course, 
every mound opposed to its progress by earth 
and hell. I trust you attend — regularly attend 
the meetings of the committee. If ever the 
history of the London Hibernian Society be 
given to the world, your letters to me, more 
han your liberal donations, will prove how 
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much it is indebted to your laborious and un- 
merited attention for so many years. May you 
be long spared to watch over its interests, and 
rejoice in its success.*' 

Mr. Mills well deserved this warm-hearted 
expression of grateful feeling on the part of the 
writer. As a personal friend, he acted towards 
Mr. Blest with the most disinterested generosity 
and indefatigable exertion to advance his four 
sons, whose names are mentioned, in their mer- 
cantile and professional pursuits. It is also due 
to Mrs. Fuget of London, and to the memory 
of the late Bobert Steven, Esq., to state that 
they in common with all the members of the 
committee, manifested the most friendly interest 
in the temporal welfare of his family. Thus 
whilst his time and thoughts were exclusively 
occupied in superintending the affairs of this 
society, four of his sons were amply provided for 
through the instrumentality of its friends. To 
Mr. Mills, Ke writes onanother occasion: 

*^ I can say without affectation, that the 
Searcher of hearts knows what I am utterly at a 
loss to express, the deep sense I entertain of your 
uncommon kindness to me, and your attention 
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on oreiy opportmiity to every hmicu. of toj 

Ifr. liulk ooufljiiDed for fiyurteen yesn as 
treasorer of the London EBbemian Society, and 
when he lengned that oScCf he placed the 
nmnififlent. sum. of . one. tfattHflaad. poHid^9t*Ae 
disposal of the committee, in addition to his pre- 
vious donations, and still continued a subscriber 
to its funds. Whilst the London Hibernian 
Society continues in existence, or its labours 
on record, the honoured name of Samubl 
Mills wiU behad in lasting remembrance, as 
the dncere fiiend of beland. 

When the Lord purposes to con&r temporal 
or spiritual blesedngs upon a nation, or any 
portion of it, he raises up suitable instruments 
to accoibplish his gracious designs ; and, in the 
present instance, when we consider the impor- 
tant services, in an educational way, which tiie 
London Hibernian Society has conferred for 
the last tiiirty years upon belaud, it surely will 
not be viewed as presumptuous to contemplate 
the selection of the persons originally employed 
in the work, as directed and overruled by Him, 
who hath the hearts of all men in his hands, 
and at his disposal. Here we have presented 
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to U8 — Mr. Mills, a wealthy merohant, of 
London, who neither selfishly absorbed in 
the accumulation of property, nor squandering 
his leisure moments in luxurious retirement, 
but, as a true Christian patriot, devoting all 
his energies to promote the scriptural ii)struc- 
tion of a people ; and Mr. Blest, residing in a 
mountainous and secluded district oi Connaught, 
an individual of stem firinciples and firm reso- 
lution, possesfiing as prominent traits of cha- 
ractei« t»ution amounting to suspicion, and 
perseverance in the patii of .duty, from which 
neither ^temptation nor opposition ever caused 
him to swerve. He had at that period passed 
the meridian of life, and his long experimental 
knowledge of his own heart, as viewed in the 
mirror of revelation, and his keen and discrimi- 
nating investigation of the conduct of otiiers, 
according to the requirements of the divine law, 
caused him to have as accurate an acquaintance, 
as perhaps a finite mortal could attain, of ^^ what 
was in man." Having a. mind also divested 
of bigotry, his plans of operation would be 
regulated for general good, and not sec- 
tarian advanti^. Mr. Mills acted as the 
organ of communication between the Parent 
Committee, in London, and Mr. Blest, the 
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indefiitigiible agent in Ireland. These were the 
two men appointed to watch over the ia&ncy of 
the London Hibernian Sodety ; and under thdr 
fostering care it advanced to maturity. 

But before we proceed to that period, when 
the Hibernian Sodety assumed an educational 
form exclusiyely, it will be interesting for us to 
take a short review of its early operations while 
they were of a comprehenave character. 

The Beverend Greorge Hamilton, seceding 
minister of Amu^h, who had been an active 
agent of the Ulster Evangelical Society, 
entered warmly into the management of the 
Hibernian Sodety's preaching department; 
and the following persona were appointed at 
his recommendation, and placed under his 
direction : Mr. Wm. Hastings, who preached 
in the district ' of the country surrounding 
Lough Neagh, and comprehending part of the 
counties of Tyrone, Londonderry, Antrim, and 
Armagh; his brother, Alexander Hastings, 
who had the town and county of Monaghan 
assigned to him, and Mr. Robert Smith, who 
itinerated tlirough the northern part of Leinster. 

The committee also employed Mr* Daniel 
Cook, who travelled as a preacher through the 
counties of IU>BCommon, Leitrim, and Monaghan, 
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and Mr. George Miller, who itinerated in the 
county of Down for three months during 1807. 
In the year 1810, five hundred pounds were 
granted to York-street chapel, Dublin, towards 
the completion of that building, which had been 
erected by the exertions principally of Alderman 
Hutton. A writer signing himself T.K., whose 
letters appeared some years ago in the Dublin 
Mecard newspaper, thus speaks on the subject : 

*'A religious meeting continued for some 
years in Alderman Button's ; and I trust I am 
not oyerrating its value too much when I speak 
of it as connected with some interesting results. 
During its continuance, I believe it was blessed 
and owned of God, in the conversion of sinners ; 
and I believe also I am quite correct, when I 
say, that the large building in York-street, 
where the Gk>spel is statedly preached, and 
where an independent church has been formed, 
owes its origin to the meeting in wAiderman 
Button's. On Tuesday, the day on which the 
meeting was held in each week, the alderman 
used frequently to ask a few friends, who he 
knew were interested about the work of God, 
to dine with him. On such occasions the 
question, from time to time, was introduced. 
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Whedier it would not be practicable t6 raise 
money for building a house wherein the Grospel 
would be statedly preached, and which would 
be opened to ministers of Yarious denominationa 
from England and Scotland, occasionally visiting 
Dublin ? The question led to action — a piece 
of ground was obtained ; and chiefly, I believe, 
by the zeal and liberality of Alderman Hutton, 
the house was sufficiently finished to admit to 
be opened for worship. The person who opened 
the house was Rowland Hill — a singular person 
indeed — one who in zeal, disintarestedness, and 
devotedness, I believe I may add, in usefiilness, 
has been surpassed by few.*' 

. In the year 1811, the committee granted to 
Cook-street chapel, Cork, the sum of three 
hundred pounds towards the liquidation of an 
outstaading debt due on that independent place 
of worship, and had the premises vested in 
suitable trustees. The committee also recom- 
mended Mr* Fleming, of Liverpool, who was at 
that time disengaged, to officiate as the minister 
of it. 

Subsequently the committee purchased the 
Independent Chapel of Sligo, and had the 
property also transferred by a similar legal 
document. 
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The committee also appointed Mr. Thomas 
Gordon to preach in Youghal and the sur- 
rounding neighbourhood, and availed themselves 
of the services of Mr. Creighton, some time a 
missionary ait Monte Video» in South America, 
and who had been obliged to return home in con- 
sequence of its evacuation by the British army. 
Messrs. Gordon and Creighton had been students 
in the Bev. David Bogue's theological academy, 
Gosport. 

The committee states in the report, for 1808, 
that it ^^ assisted poor but faithful ministers in 
Ireland to extend their labours around their own 
neighbourhood." 

A few daily and Sabbath schools were esta- 
Uished. In the same report, a letter is in- 
serted from Mr. James Buchanan, of Omagh, 
announcing to the committee that he had 
been instrumental in opening a school near 
his own residence, at which two hundred 
and eighty-five children, of various deno- 
minations, were in daily attendance; and in 
that neighbourhood another school, containing 
fifty pupils; and that he was also receiving 
applications from dijBTerent quarters for the same 
purpose. 

The attention of the committee was likewise, 
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at a very early period, directed to the object of 
ascertaining the aflinity between the Irish and 
Graelic languages, a&d how &r (xaelic Bibles, 
and Gaelic preachers, could be understood by 
those who only understood the Irish language. — 
Report, 1809. In connexion with this subject 
we have the following pertinent remarks, in the 
annual report for 1810 : — 

"That the &r greater part of the Irish 
peasantry are in a state of gross ignorance, 
subject to the most dreadM delusions, and 
exposed to the attempts of designing men, who 
endeavour to infuriate their passions, is asserted 
by almost every writer who has noticed the 
condition of the labouring classes in Ireland. 
That a people, whose character is marked by 
many valuable qualities, should have continued 
so long in ignorance, with all these its baneful 
but natural consequences, must be imputed to 
their not having had suitable opportunities of 
receiving instruction. 

" The attempts hitherto made to ameliorate 
their moral and religious habits have been con- 
fined within the use of the English language. 
The principal, and almost the only exception, is 
fiimbhed by the Hon. Robert Boyle, from the 
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year 1684 to 1712, under whose patronage the 
Scriptures were printed in the Irish language, 
both in the Saxon and Koman character ; and 
the Book of Common Prayer, the public offices 
in which were enjoined, by the eighth and 
sixty-fourth canons of the Irish Convocation, to 
be read in those parishes where most of the 
people were Irish. 

^^ The attachment of ail nations to their verna- 
cular tongue is well known, especially when 
that tongue is connected with the early national 
history, and with the most venerated antiquity. 
The use of such a primitive and favourite 
dialect, associates itself with some of the 
strongest affections of the human breast. 

^^ The success which has attended the disper- 
sion of the Scriptures, and the instruction of the 
inhabitants of the Highlands and Islands of 
Scotland, the British in the principaUty of 
Wales, and the Manks in the Isle of Man, in 
the primitive dialects of those countries, furnish 
a powerful argument that it is highly disad- 
vantageous to withhold &om the Irish, and 
from the Irish only, similar means, and equal 
opportunities. The , experience also ' of three 
centuries, through which ignorance has been too 
often made subservient to rebellion, forcibly 
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appeals to Christiaiis of reflecting minds, as an 
excitement to promote the moral and religious 
improvement of the native Irish, by the em-^ 
ployment of this most powerful and pleasing 
instrument. 

*^ Let us consider the situation of weil-disposed 
Irish parents having a numerous fiunily. They 
are desirous that their children should become 
acquainted with the precepts and duties of reli- 
gion. Where can they obtain this benefit ? At 
the parish church? Alas I all they can hear 
there is in a foreign language. But if they resort 
to the mass-house, their children can be taught 
orally the Koman Catholic summary of doctrine, 
and occasionally hear a sermon, in their own Ian- 
guage. Underthese dimmstances, is it surprising 
that the Roman Catholics increase ? or is it not 
more siuprising that any should be found among 
the lower orders who are not Roman Catholics ? 

** Is it not the direct and imperious duty of 
Christians, to provide the means of instruction 
for those who are entirely ignorant — ^for those, 
whose attachment to their vernacular tongue, 
operates as an obstacle to their receiving the 
light of revelation — and for those, who, though 
they may understand a few English terms, barely 
sufficient to enable them to barter their produce, 
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yet are susceptible of no extended information, 
except in their beloved Irish ? 

^< Under this impression, the committee have 
pursued the inquiries noticed in their former 
reports ; and having received from various parts 
of Ireland, and from persons of mature judgment, 
the strongest encouragement to provide an ele- 
mentary book for those, who might be desirous 
of being taught in their native tongue, they have 
adopted the resolution of printing a spelling- 
book in the Irish language. 

^^ For the composition of so useful and impor- 
tant a work, the society is indebted to the Rev. 
Dr. Neilson, a gentleman, whose reputation as 
a philologist and an antiquary, stands deservedly 
high. He has not only undertaken and executed 
this task with promptitude and ability, and with 
a zeal worthy of the object, but has declined all 
remuneration for his valuable services, rejoicing 
in the satisfaction of this benevolent service to 
his country. 

" Upon receiving the manuscript, the com- 
mittee directed five thousand copies to be printed,' 
and have since been corresponding with persons 
in Ireland, for the purpose of circulating them 
by sale or gratuitous distribution. 

" A stereotype edition of the New Testament 
in Irish is in progress, by the British and 
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Foreign Bible Society ; and of this tlie CMn- 
mittee propose to avail themaelyes when com- 
pleted. It is hoped that the 8pelling4)ook wHl, 
in the meantime, confer the ability, and piepaie 
the way for reading the Scriptures; and, that fironi 
these means, under the divine blessmg, light 
will break forth on many who now sit in dark- 
ness and the shadow of death." 

Thus we perceive at this early period, the 
attention of the committee directed towards the 
instruction of the native Irish in their vernacular 
language; and in their prosecution of that 
department of their work, circulating schools 
were established, the first teachers of which 
were drafted from a preparatory school esta- 
blished by Mr. Blest, near his own residence, at 
Greenville, under the care of Mr. Thaddeus 
CyConnellan. 

Previous reference, however, ought to be 
made to a plan of operation which the committee 
had adopted in procuring three individuals, 
natives of the Highlands of Scotland, as mis- 
sionaries for Ireland. From the supposed 
affinity between the Gaelic and Irish languages, 
it was confidently expected that their labours 
would have been eminently successful. But as 
fiur as these persons were concerned the result 
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was not productive of much good. One of them 
returned home after a short sojourn in Ireland. 
Another became what was termed a separatist 
Baptist, and though, for a time, employed aa 
an inspector, his peculiar views rendered him 
unsuitable for the office which he filled, and the 
committee were at length obliged to dispense 
with his services. The third continued in the 
service of the society until his death, and it was 
only within a short period of his dissolution that 
he had acquired a sufficient knowledge of th^ 
Irish language to converse with any degree of 
fluency in it. However close may be the affinity 
of construction between the Gaelic and Irish 
languages, yet the dialects of both are so dissi- 
milar, as almost to render them quite distinct. 
A striking instance of this occurred during a 
tour which the Rev. Christopher Anderson, of 
Edinburgh, made through Ireland. In the course 
of it, he visited Mr. Blest, at Greenville, and 
preached in GaeKc. After the sermon was con** 
eluded, Mr. Blest made particular inquiry among 
the Msh^peaking portion of the congiegation, 
as to the extent to which Mr. Anderson's address 
was understood by them, and was assured that 
though they could interpret the meaning of a 
solitary word occasionally, yet a consecutive 
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perception was out of the question. Mr. Blest 
often alluded to the subject afterwards, and 
remarked, that Mr. Anderson had been per- 
suaded to the contrary by an enthusiastic person 
who accompanied him to Sligo. This is a 
point, however, on which there has been much 
diversity of opinion. At all events, all parties 
will coincide in sentiment that duly qualified 
natives are best suited for such an important 
work, and to accomplish this object was the 
anxious desire of the London committee. The 
following letter, dated September 11th, 1811, 
was addressed by Mr. Mills, of London, to 
Mr. Blest : — 

" Dear Sir — Your valuable and important 
fiivour of the 26th ultimo, came duly to hand, 
and in time for the meeting of the committee ; 
^nd by your not sending your monthly letter 
later than the last Tuesday in the month, it 
will, I hope, .always arrive in time for our 
meeting. 

" The ardent zeal you manifest, from time to 
time, for the objects of the society, excite the 
most cordial expressions of congratulation in 
the committee, and gratitude to the Giver of 
every good, and every perfect gift, for opening 
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a door, that they trust will be effectual, under 
the divine blessing, for extending the means of 
information, and therewith the knowledge of 
divine truth ; and the committee rejoice that as 
you approve of the plan of associating persons 
of a kindred spirit, you will make such use of 
individuals, who may be disposed to engage in 
this labour of love, for the benefit of their 
countrymen. And they trust your intended ex- 
cursion will be productive of establishing schools 
in the neighbouring counties, as you suggest. 

^ ' As you mention thei« are among Connellan's 
scholars some fully prepared to assist in teaching, 
the committee, taking into consideration, and 
aware of the value, and acceptability of such 
teachers over Englishmen and Scotchmen, and 
also that they will be much wanted as the 
. schools increase, have directed me to submit 
to your consideration their being completely 
qualified for masters ; and as this, by the entire 
occupation of their time, would prevent their 
earning necessary support, the committee would 
pay for that purpose for a short period (say a year 
or so, where it might be necessary), as you may 
think proper, commencing with about four or 
six. They think nmny advantages would arise 
from this scheme. 
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'* To CoDneUan, who would have some pup| 
of a dass siqpeiior to duldien and iUiteral 
persons; to the schokurs, who would therett 
have before them a most powerful stimula 
to exertioii, i^ as a reward, or result of* the^ 
extiBOidinary appUcation and progress, thi 
prospect of being qualified to be masters and^ 
teachers for the society, and at the expense <^ 
the society, eilher in whole or in part; to the 
schools, as an uniformity of method, principle, 
and design would prevail; to Ireland, by the 
increase of schools; and to the country gen- 
tlemen, whose prejudices would be consulted, 
as well as those of the lower classes, by 
foreigners not bdng so much employed. 

^^ As you can best ascertain how much per 
annum would be necessary for the support* of 
each person thus to be instructed, the committee ^ 
request your' services herein, persuaded you will 
enter fully into their viewii, which are not to sup* 
port them, so as to elevate them above the situa* 
tion they are to fill, but merely to enable them 
to give their whole time to suitable instruction. 

'^ In the selection of scholars to be thuB in- 
structed, an opportunity would offer for pre- 
P^nng young men of a pious disposition, aad * 
particularly those, who, by reading the Scrip- 
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tutes, were impressed with their value, and with 
habits thtis obtained, their services might become 
invaluable. 

" Your statement of the intermixture and re- 
tention of paganism with Popery, is not only 
consistent with historical records of Komish 
missionaries, but modern travellers, and the 
Pl*otestant missionaries in the East fully con- 
firm the &ct ; and I am persuaded no method 
will be so effectual, as enabling the people to 
read, whereby they will perceive from the Scrip- 
tures what the Grospel is. And what has always 
been an encouragement to my mind relative to 
Ireland, as contra-distinguished from many other 
countries, is, that there exists among the lower 
classes a curiosity and desire of knowledge, 
that, if rightly directed and with the diviue 
blessing, will be sufficient to enable readers to 
judge for themselves, how fiur the Scriptures 
Warrant and support the Bomish ritual. Our 
duty is certainly to go forward, for in due time 
we shall reap if we fidnt not. ^ 

" It seems your opponents (I will not say your 
enemies) have placed you on a level with Widiff. 
Youlr name associiEited with the Bible ! Is not 
this encott]*agement ? It is. But it is not 
Inward. For thb you must wsdt until the 
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resnRectaofi of the just, irlien they that turn 
many to y^^f^^t^mwM^ shall ahine as the stars 
for erer and ever J' 

To this ocHDmnnication Mr. Blest sent the 
following repljj on the 25th September, 1811. 

^' You may judge of the great satisfaction 
yonr fiivonr of the 11th instant conununicatedy 
when I inform yon that I had in a great d^ree 
antidpated the plan you propose respecting 
Connellan*s pupils ; and as it was my intention 
before I received your lettar, to propose a simi- 
lar plan for the approbation of the sodety, 
which, as I did not entertain a doubt of, we 
already began to act upon. Connellan proposed 
to me, that three of his pupils fully qualified, 
should immediately enter on a mission to the 
more distant schools, to teach the masters, such 
of the scholars, and any in the neighbourhood 
who might attend, in reading the Irish Testa- 
ment ; and had actually, before he mentioned it 
to me, provided them with new hats and clothes, 
shirts, &c., in order that they might make a 
respectable appearance. I was happy to see 
this disinterested zeal and attachment for the 
cause ; but knowing the expense he had been at 
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to be considerable in his circumstances, and 
relying on the approbation of the society, I 
insisted on reimbursing the expenses of the 
equipment. 

" You cannot conceive how I was elated on 
seeing the three striplings thus fitted out, cheer- 
fully undertaking their mission, each carrying 
with him twelve Irish Testaments, like David 
going to meet Goliah in the name of Jehovah, 
with a sling and a stone, as I entertained the joy- 
ful hope, that firom our schools, the sons of the 
aliens would be raised to be husbandmen and 
vine-dressers, to convert this wilderness into the 
vineyard of the Lord. Indeed, so great was 
my satisfaction, that I felt regret that the period 
was so distant, when I could make the society 
sharers of my joy . One circumstance in this affidr 
will not &il to excite your admiration, as the hand 
of the Lord so evidently appears in it. Their 
parents, all ignorant Boman Catholics, cheerfully 
consented ; and, notwithstanding the priest has 
since censured them from the altar, persevere in 
their desire that they should continue in the 
service of the society. The mother of one of 
them (a fine youth about seventeen) called on 
me a few hours since, telling me, with great 
simplicity and affection, that she fully confided 
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in me for the diq»onl of her ctuld ; nor woold 
she believe a rqport, indnstrioufily {NX>pagated 
here, which I have traced to a priest, that all 
the children instructed in the schools will be 
obliged to serve in the army. This fiJsehood 
need not flurpriae you, when I inform you tbrt 
this same gentleman has lately bumed a New 
Testament, and some of the speUing-books, he 
found in a house he visited. 

^^ As our missionaries set forward on their 
journey shortly after I wrote last, we app(unted 
that they should return in a we^ to give an 
account how they were received, and the {ntos- 
pect they had of usefulness. On the last L(»:d's 
day but one, I had the pleasure of ^aitertaining 
them, and of receiving their report. They 
were all in high spirits, had been every where 
well received, and had full employment, not 
only in the schools, but in the neighbourhood of 
each, that several adult persons, joyful to hear 
the Scriptures in their own language, and per- 
ceiving with what fiidlity they were read by the 
young teachers, the eldest being not more than 
seventeen, were anxious to entertain them, and 
give them lodging for the purpose of heing 
taught by them after school hours. 

^^ The effect of this mission in this neighbour- 
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hood, and on Connellan's school, has also been 
most pleasing. Some who had withdrawn their 
sons &om the schools, are now willing they should 
return, expecting that they may be promoted as 
teachers ; and it has not a little stimulated Con- 
nellan's other pupils to increasing activity and 
application, from a desire to push on to the post 
of honour. A good many of them are already 
nearly equally qualified with those we have sent 
out, except in point of age. They are yet too 
young to be employed ; but as Connellan has 
bestowed much pains in making them well 
acquainted with the English grammar, and is 
giving such of them as he esteems possessed of 
good parts, a classical education, I have no 
doubt but in a few years, his school will produce 
many useful masters, well acquainted, at least, 
with the letter of the Scriptures ; which I find 
has this good effect, even where it does not 
make wise unto salvation, that it is not likely 
those so informed will ev^ become the dupes of 
Bomish superstition. 

^^From thb institution I hope to see masters 
arise, well instructed in the Scriptures, possessed 
of general and useful information, a regular and 
uniform plan, with zeal and true affection to the 
cause. 
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** I have now given you the substance of what 
I intended to communicate be&re I received 
your last letter; and it is truly encouraging, 
that your letter proves that here we have been 
directed to the same object. This, and the 
present prospect, are pleasing intimations that 
the Fountam of wisdom condescends to direct a 
work, which I trust is pregnant with blessings 
to those yet unborn, leading in the course of 
experience, directly to that way which seems 
best calculated for the peculiar situation of this 
kingdom. 

** I may say, that though the question, Haw to 
effect a ffeneral spread of Divine Truth in this 
kingdom f has occupied my mind for thirty 
years ; until the formation of the London Hiber- 
nian Society, and my connexion with it, I was 
much in the dark on the subject. During that 
period, seeing no other way than by the labours 
of ministers, my attention was directed to 
promote that object. Long experience, however, 
convinced me, that the situation of Ireland 
required something else, as in this way I found 
many insuperable dijficulties opposed — some of 
which are obvious. First, the difficulty of 
procuring suitable preachers ; second, the means 
of their support ; third, the impracticability of 
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their having any other field for their labours, but 
the great towns and their immediate vicinity ; 
fourth, the certainty of their not having, even 
in such situations, the attendance of more than 
a small proportion even of the Protestants, while 
they would not have the ear of the great body 
of the iahabitants of those places ; and fifth, the 
impossibility in this way of extending religious 
knowledge to the great mass of the inhabitants 
of the country parts of this kingdom, who to a 
certainty, without previous preparation, would 
be prevented by their prejudices fi-om hearing, 
were there even sufficient preachers for the 
kingdom at large. 

" But blessed be God, He who has the govern- 
ment on his shoulders, has opened a way to 
obviate and remove all these difficulties. Our 
Lord and his apostles by means of the Scriptures 
will find access to the most distant comers of the 
land, and by the bright manifestation of the 
word of life remove prejudice, and destroy error ; 
for, as you justly observe, the lower classes of 
the Irish possess curiosity, and desire knowledge. 
This, if unrestrained, would secure the reading 
of the Scriptures, especially in the Irish, by all 
who can read; but the schools at once break 
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through the restraints imposed on them, provide 
readers for the kingdom, and convert, in a sense, 
each reader into a preacher of the Groi^)d — and 
thus in a way that obviates tiie prejudices of 
the people, distributing the leaven through the 
whole mass." 

These two important and interesting letters 
give us a view of the early plans adopted by 
Mr. Blest, for promoting the objects of the 
London Hibernian Society in an educational 
way. They appear to have met with the full 
approbation of the committee, as Mr. Mills 
thus addressed Mr. Blest on the 10th of the 
foUowing month :— 

" Dear Sir — ^It will give you much pleasure 
to know that your several letters of the 24th 
and 25th ultimo reached London in time for the 
meeting of the committee, and they l^joice 
with you in the prospect opening before them 
of great and increasing usefulness in their labours 
of love towards their brethren in Ireland. 

** The conunittee fully approve of your reim- 
bursing Connellan the expense of clothing and 
equiping the three young missionari^, and 
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placing die amount th^^of to the debit of the 
society. Your account of their progress excited 
considerable interest, and they trust it will be 
the earnest of yet greater benefit to the hitherto 
uninformed Irish. My toucs in Ireland have 
afforded me the means of explaining to the 
members of the committee, the hospitality of 
the lower orders of the Irish peasantry to tra- 
vellers, and particularly to those of their own 
countrymen, who are able to communicate on 
subjects so interesting to their feelings, as 
instructing them or their children — to hospi- 
tality which, though acceptable to an Irishman, 
would hardly be valued by an Englishman, or 
even a Scotchman. Wherefore naiive teachers 
are the best instruments to be employed, and 
for this purpose they must be educated." 

Mr. Blest makes the following observations 
in a letter to Mr. Mills, dated March 2nd, 1812, 
on the subject of Irish instruction. 

*^ Respecting the Irish Testaments, they are 
taught in almost all the schools ; most of the 
masters having been prepared for instructing 
their pupils by our Irish teachers. Each school 
is supplied with the Testaments, and in some 
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of them there are eiieadj twelve boys who read 
them. Some of the masters not only instruct 
their pupils, but also their adult neighbours; 
and I can state that none in the country who 
wish to learn to read Irish, but may receive 
instruction in the schools free of expense. You 
may assure the firiends of this measure, and the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, that there is 
every prospect of the publication of the Irish 
Testament becoming eventuaUy a blessing to 
the nation." 

Whilst on the subject of instruction in the 
Irish language, it may be as well to state the 
plan adopted by Mr. Blest in this department 
of his labours. He kept a three-fold object in 
view to provide for the wants of every age. 

First — To instruct in the Irish Scriptures 
those pupils who had learned to read the English, 
but spoke the vernacular language, that they 
might be qualified to read them to their parents 
and neighbours. 

Second — To instruct adults, similarly circum- 
stanced, in night schools established, prindpally, 
for that purpose. It was required that those 
persons should commit portions of the Irish 
Scriptures to memory ; and when this indispen- 
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sable condition was complied with, they were 
permitted to receive any literary instruction they 
might desire from their teachers. This regulation 
led, under the divine blessing, to the spiritual 
conversion of many adult Koman Catholics. 

Third — To appoint Irish readers both in a 
local and general capacity according to their 
respective qualifications, for the benefit of those 
totally ignorant and too far advanced in life to 
receive any literary instruction. This salutary 
provision brought divine truth to bear with 
an enlightening effect on the minds of many who 
hitherto had ^^ sat in the region and shadow of 
death." While the society's oflSce was located 
in Sligo, scarcely a week elapsed without Mr. 
Blest being visited by individuals benefited by 
the labours of these Irish readers. As he was 
not acquainted with the Irish language, he 
had fi-equently to employ an interpreter to con- 
vey to him the expression of their heart-felt gra- 
titude. Many of them proved fiuthful amidst 
fierce persecution, and maintained their integrity 
in a dying hour, notwithstanding the heart- 
rending entreaties, and revolting maledictions 
of relatives and fiiends. They fought the good 
fight of fidth, and came off more than conquerors, 
through the great Captain of their salvation. 
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From the annual report for 1811, the fblloir- 
ing extract is taken as indicative of the increasing 
anxiety felt by the London Hibernian Society 
at that early period of its existence for the esta- 
blishment of schools on scriptural principles. 

" The experience of the Hibernian Sodety 
has led to a growing conviction that, next to the 
dissemination of the Holy Scriptures, there is 
no practicable mode of doing good so likely to 
prove efficient as the establishment of schools, 
where children are taught to read the Bible, 
and are furnished with such principles of religious 
truth and moral conduct as are likely, by the 
grace of Grod, to be of unspeakable benefit to 
them in future life. 

^^ The committee has, this year, employed in 
aid of the general plan of school instruction, the 
measure of paying school-masters, already esta- 
blished, for considerable numbers of poor chil- 
dren, whom they teach on the society's accounts 
Extensive benefits are anticipated from this 
arrangement. The Scriptures are introduced 
into numerous schools, where the children are 
principally Boman Catholics, and who before 
were totally unacquainted with the book of 
heavenly wisdom ; the spelling-book published 
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by the society, which is the only elementary 
book in the Irish^ language, and includes a 
valuable selection of Scripture lessons^ is uni- 
versally taught by those masters who receive 
any payment from the society ; and there are 
some gratifying examples of such masters them- 
selves manifesting that the reading and teaching 
of the divine word, of which they had been 
hitherto ignorant, have most desirable effects on 
their own minds." 

The conmiittee then vindicate their employ- 
ment of Eoman Catholic teachers by the follow- 
ing forcible arguments, which were fully borne 
out by subsequent experiencCf 

" The plan of employing Catholic teachers 
hafl powerful recommendations. It introduces 
the Scriptures into circles of extensive influence, 
into which they could not otherwise have pene<- 
trated. It contributes to break those prejudices 
which are the heaviest fetters of the mind. It 
excites the desire of further knowledge, and 
suggests the means of obtaining it. Above all, 
it promises, under the merciful and gracious 
influences of the Holy Spirit, to kindle the celes- 
tial fire of true and vital religion in the bosom of 
the papal church itself* Wherever this divine 
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energy is felt, most eertainly the SavioiHr of 
men will be loved and honoured with pure and 
practioal devotion, his word will be studied and 
obeyed, eormptionB and errors will be gradually 
discovered and renounced, and God in all things 
will be glorified; but, without this holy and 
saving energy, should the greatest numbers be 
converted to the name of Protestantism, such 
proselytes would receive little benefit from the 
change ; they would bring no blessing to the 
society, and as large experience has taught, 
they would almost without exception relapse 
into popery." 

The anticipations of the London committee, 
expressed in this extract, were more than fully 
realized by what has since actually occurred. 
A discussion arose within the last few years, as 
to the propriety of employing Boman Catholic 
teachers, which led Mr. Hanly, who is always 
deeply interested in their conversion, to ascer^ 
tain the results flowing from the measure 
adopted very early by the sodety, and an 
authentic list has been lately drawn up by him, 
containing the names of upwards of six hun- 
dred individuals, who, with some exceptions, had 
entered into the servji.ce of the society as Bomish 
teachers devoid of any knowledge of scriptural 



MEMOIR OP AI«BB11T BLISBT. 227 

truth, but wko were induced by the reading of 
the Bible to adopt its principles and preeepts as 
the sole rule of their faith and conduct, and 
in which prmci^es, those of them who have 
fiunilies, were regularly instructed, thus incor- 
porating a vast number into the reformed 
fidth. Notwithstanding sudi an overwhelming 
evidence of the divine blessing on this early 
regulation, the conunittee from an unseemly 
opposition were obliged to come to the de- 
termination not to (employ Komish teachers 
unless under very peculiar circumstances. 

The following important remarks resulting 
from Mr. Hanly's ample observations respecting 
conversions from Komanism are inserted, as 
they will doubtless prove interesting to the 
reader. 

"I never knew a Boman Catholic who 
was brought to the knowledge of the truth 
who did not possess a true Catholic spirit. 
When his attention was directed to the 
word of Grod, and by its perusal convinced 
of the errors and corruptions of Komanlsm, 
his mind became a complete blank. There 
he stood without an idea of religion — popery 
is gone, and he is ignorant of every other 
system. He knows nothing about existing 
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oontroTersies or opinions. One thing he believes, 
that the Bible is true; he reads it, and 
receives unreservedly all its contents. There 
is now no prejudice, no influence, no prepos- 
sessions, no religious sentiments, no assoda- 
tions ; the Holy Spirit in his word has to deal 
with one just prepared for instruction. Not 
so with the Protestant— when his mind becomes 
influenced by religion, he may be a Methodist; 
he comes in contact with an Independent — a 
controversy ensues; but instead of a debate 
being decided by the word of Grod, there is a 
reference made either to John Wesley or John 
Calvin. Each reads his favourite, and each 
settles down in his own opinion. In like man- 
ner with baptism. The Separatist denies it 
altogether, the Baptist pleads for its administra- 
tion to adults only^ and another insists on the 
right of infants to partake of it; but instead 
of going to the Scriptures for instruction, one 
reads John Walker, another Alexander Carson, 
and another Balph Wardlaw, and each is where 
each set out. But let all read as little chil- 
dren whose minds are a blank, and there will 
be unity — ^man's pride, conceit, self-importance, 
assmnption and arrogance will not interfere 
with the plain enunciations of revealed truth. 
It would appear as if the military genius 
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of our ancestors had so &r infected religionists 
that points of difference were to be decided by 
single combat; but nothing can pierce the veil 
with which papal artifice covers the truth of 
God from the minds of the people but God's 
word. How did Luther produce such incre- 
dible effects? Hqw did he root out eiror 
and superstition? By the free circulation ^of 
the Scriptures in the vulgar tongue. And 
respecting the difficulties to be surmounted in 
order to the spiritual emancipation of Koman- 
ists, were the destiny of Ireland now placed 
in my hands, and were the choice left to me 
whether I would prefer to reclaim it from bar- 
barism or Bomanism, I would say let me have 
barbarism even with all its atrodties. Barbarism 
may soon be overcome by physical force and 
human intelligence; but when fidse religion 
becomes embedded in the human heart — ^when 
it becomes a part and parcel of the moral con- 
stitution, it may never be removed, as the only 
remedy may never be provided. Nothing can 
do it but the power of divine grace, through 
the instrumentality of God's word. This the 
London Hibernian Society is endeavouring to 
accomplish in the midst of every difficulty. 
The priests are opposed to the remedy — ^the 
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poreots know not its value, and unlees we 
rescue their offipring, they will suffer by the 
cunning duplicity of the former, and the 
Ignorance of the Iftttar." 

Similar sentiments evidently influenced the 
minds of the individuals who composed the 
deputation to Ireland in 1807, when they declared 
in their report— 

" The hope, therefore, that the Irish will ever 
be a tranquil and loyal people, and still more that 
piety and virtue will flourish among them, must 
be built on the anticipated reduction of popery." 

ft 

Whilst such was the object of the London 
Hibernian Society, the London committee autho- 
rized J. E. Gordon, Esq. to address a letter, 
dated March 18, 1825, to T. F. Lewis, Esq. 
the chairman of the then Education Commisnon, 
ftam which the following quotations are taken. 

^^ Froselytism, as confined to a mere idigioaB 
change of profession, forms no part of the 
society's system. No interference with ritual 
distinction is permitted in the sdiods; no 
attempt at such interference has come within the 
knowledge of the oomndttee ; and there is not 
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probably a school in the societT's oonnezion, 
where the parents of Boman Catholic children 
in attendanoe would not readily bear testimony 
to the good &ith which has beai kept by the 
institution in the observanoe of thid underw 
standing. To these may be added the senti^ 
ments of ihe committee of 1811, deliyered in 
the report of that year. Beferring to ihe ^divine 
energy of true and vital rdigion/ the com*- 
mittee observe : ^ without this holy and saving 
^QG'gT^ should the greatest numb^ be converted 
to the name of Protestantism, such proselytes 
#ould receive little benefit from the change. 
They would bring no blessing to the society^ 
and as large experience has taught, they would 
almost without exception relapse into popery.* 
As far, therefere, as proselytism includes a refe^ 
renoe to a particular creed, the committee would 
discharge the idea from both the intention and 
pnuotioe of the society ; but in conveying more 
distinctly to the commissionerB their under^ 
standing upon the subject, they would lay down 
the broad and intdligible distinction which sub*- 
sists between proselytism, in the sense in whi<& 
they disclaimed it, and those changes, or mors 
properly eonoersions^ which, in the language of 
the same wpott^ ^are as a{q[>licable to the 
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Protestant as the Boman Catholic, and tmiformlj 
described to consist in a religious and moral 
transformation of character, never in exchanging 
the mere ceremonial of one church for that of 
another* Instances of such conversion as this, 
will ever be found to be a consequence of the 
unrestricted use of the Scriptures ; and as they 
owe their reality to the divine efficacy of that 
word, so will sodety be indebted for their num- 
bers to the extent of its free circulation. Such 
conversions as these j the committee unequivocally 
associate with the plan and designs of the 
society; and if the question should be asked, 
as it not un&equently is, whether such conver- 
sions involve an abandonment of the fioman 
Catholic church, the conunittee in speaking 
from experience, will candidly avow their con^ 
motion that they do, 

^^ The evidence then that is founded upon 
the &ct that the society makes proselytes from 
the Boman Catholic communion, amounts to 
nothing more than the proof that its prao- 
tice is consistent with its avowed profession, 
of introducing the minds of its pupils to 
a general acquaintance with the truths of 
Soipture. 

f^ With respect to the particular dass of 
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proofs which are said to be discoverable in the 
correspondence of the society, the committee 
would draw the distinction between instances Qf 
reported conversion, and cases of practical inter- 
ference with the tenets of the children in school. 
Cases of the description which are usually stated 
in the report are, facts of conversion wrought by 
the simple efficacy of divine truths not by inter^ 
ferenee upon the part of the society with the 
religious peculiarities of the scholars ; and how- 
ever the policy of such statements may be ques- 
tioned by some, the statements themselves supply 
no proof of improper deviation from a strictly 
neutral practice in the schools." 

That the conduct of Mr. Blest as agent of 
the society was in Aill accordance with the fore- 
going statements is evident from a declaration 
ogned by sixteen thousand nine hundred and 
sixty-seven heads of fiunilies, of whom nine thou^ 
sand three hundred and sixty were Momanists 
whose children were educated in the society's 
schools, and testifying ^^ that, although reading 
and committing to memory the Holy Scriptures 
without note or comment, are required of the 
reading classes by the printed regulations of the 
society, no inspector, agent, or sdioolmaster, in 
.the employment of the society, has, at aoy time 
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aiBoe the forma&m of the sdiool, by any meaoB 
direcdy or indiiecdy, sought to proselytize oiv 
children, <Hr attach them to any religioas denomi- 
nation whatever/' In inference to this docoment 
J. £• Gordon, Esq. remaiks in his examination 
in 1826 before theConmiissioners of Education: 

<< With respect to the bulk of the peasantry, 
I have not met with any thing but the most 
cordial approbation of the system ; and in {^oof 
of this statement, I would rofer to a case in 
which the society made an experiment to ascer- 
tain the feelings of the lower orders, by pro- 
posing for signaturo a cotificate from the parents 
of the Boman Catholic children in attendance in 
the schools; upwards of four hundred copies of 
this document wero signed by Boman Catholics, 
and probably three times that number would 
have been procured, had not the Boman Catholic 
clergy discovered the design, and repressed the 
signatures/' 

Having given in detail the early operations of 
this society, and the principles by wbich it was 
actuated, the author now directs the attention 
of the reader to that period (1814) when the 
society confined its labours to education, and 
the gratuitous distzibution of the Holy Scrip- 
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tures in the English and Irish languages. Mr. 
Blest had established, during the four previous 
years, sdiools (of which the following is an 
abstract) in the province of Connaught : — 

In 1811, 39 schools, containing 1,500 pupils. 

1812, 38 „ n 1,510 M 

1813, 51 „ „ 3,143 „ 

1814, 145 „ „ 8,342 „ 

The pleasing prospect of increasing usefulness 
which Mr. Blest's educational exertions in an 
experimental way presented to the London 
Committee, arrested their attention. In Fe- 
bruary, 1814, Mr. Mills wrote to Mr. Blest, 
that ^' the committee, on taking a review of the 
progress of the society from its commencement, 
and considering what impediments existed in its 
constitution, and wherein it might be made 
subservient to general utility in a national point 
of view, resolved to call a special general meeting 
of the society, and submit their deliberations to 
the members so convened;*' and the reader is 
already in possession of the result. There was 
much wisdom evinced in taking timely advantage 
of the providential opening which then presented 
itself; and subsequent events fully justified the 
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line of procedure which was adopted. And 
when it is taken into account that the members 
of the committee, at this period, were indivi- 
duals belonging to various reli^ous denomi- 
nations, thej are justly entitled to much com- 
mendation for merging their peculiaritieB in 
cordial co-operation in a plan most conducive 
to general utility. In fi^^t, the promotion of 
God's glory, and not party interest, was their ob- 
ject. The obstacles connected with the preach- 
ing department had been clearly pointed out 
more than two years previously by Mr. Blest, 
and subsequent experience proved the correct- 
ness of his views. The important step then 
taken affords a powerful evidence to reiute 
every charge of sectarianism brought against 
the society. The object which the committee 
were anxious to realize was, an united system of 
education based on the revealed word of God, 
as the source from which all religious denomina- 
tions professed^ either more or lessj to deHve 
their peculiar sentiments. 

The Bomish hierarchy and priesthood per- 
ceived at a glance the effect which this 
system of education, as fiur as their church was 
concerned would necessarily produce, and a loud 
outcry was raised against proselytism. Mr* 
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Blest boldly meets this accusation in a letter to 
a correspondent : — 

" The Bible, indeed, can never fail of being a 
proselytizing book ; its object being to turn from 
darkness to light, and fi*om the power of Satan 
unto God. But except in putting this best of 
books into the hands of its pupils, and treasuring 
it up in their memories, the enemies of the 
London Hibernian Society can find nothing in 
the process of education afforded by it, to which 
they can object." 

The following interesting letter on the same 
subject, is addressed to the Bey. James Finan, 
P.P., Banada, county of Sligo : — 

" 13th March, 1820. 

"My dear Sir — The knowledge I have of 
your good sense and information frees me &om 
all restraint in addressing you on the subject 
of the schools ; and did the issue depend on the 
dictates of your head and heart, I have little 
doubt that the result of my application to 
you would be favourable. I know * that the 
powers that are* in the distinct circle in which 
you professionally move, are in full opposition to 
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our Bdiools ; but y&j AorHj joa and I will 
be removed firom all connectioii with ihe mgry 
parties, which particuhir and opposing interests 
hare generated m this worid, and be only 
concerned in giving an aoooont how we have 
conducted ourselves with r^ard to the revealed 
will of Him, with whom we will then alone have 
to do, add which conld not have fiuled in com* 
men^ng itself to our consdences as 'holj, 
jnst, and good/ 

<'We are diarged with the deogn of pro- 
selytism, and I freely confess that in a certain 
sense, the work to which Saul of Tarsus 
was called is predsely our object — ^namely, 
' turning men firom darkness to light, and fix>m 
the power of Satan unto God I' Alas ! my dear 
sir, is not this necessary ? Is it not a Christian 
duty, to the performance of which, all who call 
Jesus Lord are indispensably bound, as they have 
opportunity, and in proportion to their iofluence 
and talents, committed to their occupancy. But 
you may say * this may produce desertions fix>m 
the cause I am pledged to support/ Be it so : 
you will surely join with me in saying — Let party 
interest perish, if to support it, there may be 
a necessity to keep men ignorant of the words 
of eternal life, and to involve them in that 
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awful denunciation — ^ Because they are a people 
of no understanding, He that made ^hem will 
not have mercy on them, and he that formed 
them will show no favour/ — Isa. xxvii. 12. 
Other party interest, or a desire to proselytize, 
I most sincerely diaclaim ; nor is any other the 
object of the society. This is honestly detailed 
in the enclosed prospectus, which I submit to 
your consideration, and I will feel much pleasure 
in placing under your superintendence as many 
schools as the poor of your parish require, to be 
conducted precisely according to the regulations 
therein enumerated and explained. 

^^ I will have great pleasure in receiving your 
conmiands, and have the honour to be, my 
dear sir, your respectfiil and obedient servant, 

** Albert Blest." 

Mr. Blest thus writes to a Romish priest 
in all the dignified calmness, and unshrink- 
ing fidelity of a Chiistian patriot ; and what- 
ever other efiect might have been produced on 
Mr. Finan's mind, he ceased all opposition to 
the society's schools. It is now the author's 
privilege to bring before the reader the follow- 
ing extract firom a letter to Mr. Mills, dated 
21st March, 1820, in which he alludes to the 
success vouchsafed to the society in reviving the 
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principles of Protestantism among its professors, 
scattered but thinly over the surface of £omish 
districts. The subject had evidently touched one 
of the highest chords of his Christian-sensibility, 
and hegives utterance to his thoughts inlanguage, 
which cannot fiul to produce a correspondingemo- 
tion in the heart of every sincere Protestant. 

^^ You allude to the thanksgiving on the part 
of many who formerly were benighted * dwellers 
in our bogs and glens,' but who now behold 
the Sun of righteousness, bless God for the 
day of their merciful visitation, and pour out 
their hearts in prayer for blessings on their 
unknown bene&ctors. Although evidence to 
the &ct is almost dsdly brought to my obser- 
vation, I have been sparing in my communi- 
cations respecting the subject, as it is noticed 
occasionally in the reports of our inspectors and 
readers. However, as instances of thissort(related 
by them) generally referred to Koman Catholics, 
I think it is necessary that the committee and 
the society at large, should know that their 
labours are universally hailed by the isolated 
Protestants of the kingdom, as a merciful dis- 
pensation of the God of their fathers, to rescue 
them and their offspring from the delusions of 
popery, to which they were so imminently ex- 
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posed. Within the all-absorbing power of this 
vortex they have for centuries been placed, 
without the anchor of divine truth to resist its 
force, or skilful pilots to direct their course. 
Thousands have, alas! sunk to rise no more; and 
that in any of the country parts of the popish 
counties, the name of Protestant designates any 
inhabitant, arose providentially from the elective 
franchise being exclusively connected with the 
profession of Protestantism for so long a period. 
But this left them no more than the name. The 
Holy Scriptures were universally neglected. 
Where bibles were found, they were regarded 
as a piece of family fruniture, handed down from 
father to son, and seldom referred to, except as 
a register of births and deaths. Thus ignorant 
of the truth which sets free, they became slaves 
to the superstitious observances of the multi- 
tude — partidpated in their fears, and generally 
when at the point of death, took refrige in their 
delusive hope. Much, indeed, had been done 
by the Wesleyan Methodists, before the com-r 
mencement of the society's labours, to keep 
alive the spark of zeal for lSx>testant principles, 
where Protestants existed in such numbers, as 
to aflR)rd a small congregation in the inmiediate 
neighbourhood, and that a person was found wiUv 

B 
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iag to saiqport a preadber and hia horae. Bi^ 
the dicamataiiceB of the great n^jiMily of 
those who boace the Protestant name, pr^ 
duded the poeaibility of their eqjoying 
even this advantage; being remote fiom a 
chnrch, destitute of a teacher, widiout a BiU^ 
or a Testament — ^their fiimilies uneducated, and 
many of the parenta unable to sead, breadiing 
an atmosphere saturated with popery. How 
miserable the state of these outcasts I But He 
who came to seek and save that which was lost, 
pitied their condition, and in the schools brought 
them health anda cure. Familiar with the Scrip- 
turea through the instrumentalil^ of iJi^ir chil- 
dren, they now perceive from whence they are 
ftjl^n, and the precipice over which they hung. 
Consequently, a zeal for more than the name of 
Protestant, is now nearly as general among those 
so circumstanced, as indifference to Protestant 
pro&ssion, ignorance to its principles, and lean- 
ing towards popery formerly prevailed. The 
popish hierarchy loudly proclaim, that their oppo- 
sition to the schools originated solely in their 
zeal to preserve their own people, from being 
contaminated with heretical pravity. But this 
is not the truth — the whole truth. No. They, 
siisken at the aiq[)eBranoe of this revival of 
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IVotesUot piiac^^ftmoBg Proteotaiite^ and the 
idea of boiog deprived of a prey on which they 
calculated as tbdir own* 

** Perhups I have touched qtt tiiis subject 
befere^ but I do not reeoUeet that it has been 
brou^^t forward promiiiently in any of your r&* 
porta ; and for thb reason, Ihare dwelt on it, at 
such length, on the present occasion. Happy 
would I be if Protestant Britain viewed it in 
all the extent of its importance. Then the 
society would not want support. A holy confe* 
deracy would be formed to continue to resene 
firom the marshes of the Tiber, the thousands 
and teas of thousands of the perishing offispring 
of those original settlers of this kingdom who 
knew and loved their Bibles, and had probably 
sealed the truth with their blood." 

It is a remarkable &ct, that so early a& the 
year 1819, Mr. Blest states to his friend and fel* 
low-labourer, Mr. Steven^ the difficulties which 
the government would have to encounter in eatar 
bUshing a national system of education in Ire- 
land. What has since occurred, conroborates his 
observations on that subject. He thus writes — 



if 



Na.8y8liem of education can ever be beneii* 
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cial to the people of this kingdom, or productiye 
of tranquillity to the country^but that which 
directly saps the foundation of the long prevalent 
delusions, which have rendered the lower orders 
seditious, and at heart enemies to the goyem- 
ment. Such a system cannot be publicly sanc- 
tioned and supported by government, without 
furnishing the demagogues of the party, with 
materials for an incessant outcry against the 
measure ; and such is the state of feeling in the 
lower orders, and so great their jealousy of any 
measure known to emanate fi*om government, 
that the suggestions of their leaders would form 
the law of their conduct, and the boon would 
not be accepted. These considerations in my 
opinion (and I have long considered the sub- 
ject) militate agaijist a national system. Let 
government aid charitable institutions, which 
have given proof, that the true interests of the 
people, and not party design is their object, and 
whose plans are matured and effident ; and %h.e 
work will indeed not be ostentatious, but it will 
silently and powerfully advance, and the end 
will be glorious." 

The author considered it would be more 
interesting to give an expose of the objects and 



MEMOIR OF ALBERT BLEST. 245 

principles of the society from documents, fiir- 
nished him, than to give a mere statistical detail 
of its operations, as they afford a very satis- 
&ctory account of the system of instruction 
and inspection, which when matured — and that 
in a gradual way as exigencies rendered neces- 
sary — ^led to the adoption of well-defined regu- 
lations, which being duly submitted to the 
London Committee by Mr. Blest, received their 
warm approval, directing at the same time that 
all schools under their management should be 
wholly governed by those admirable rules, and 
that they should form the basis of fiiture 
payments to the teachers. It cannot fiul to 
strike the mind of the reader, that the system 
was the result of experience, and not the 
development of theory. 

*' In the establishment of schools, two im- 
portant considerations presented themselves : 
first, to meet the pressing demand for education 
in localities hitherto destitute of it ; second, the 
affiliation of hedge schools already in existence. 
For both these description of schools, elementary 
books were provided by the society, that the 
holy and peaceable precepts of the divine word, 
might supplant histories of a treasonable and 
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immoral character so long the chu» books of 
Irbh chUdren* At first, Mr. Blest tcK)k a few 
sdiools into oomiexion witk the societjr, agree- 
ing mth the teachers to pay them one goiiiea 
per quarter finr eaibh twenty pnpils^^lbe 
highest iramber not to exceed forty, whidi 
woidd aiflSnrd -eight guineas a year to the tea<dier, 
besides books to the scholars. After a riiort 
time, it was fbond that some check ws(e lieeea- 
wdy to secure iittention on the part of the 
ttooh^, and diligence on the part of the papfla. 
AroU was then constracted, haring a ccdtonsifor 
the pupils' names, and seydnty^ight fer the 
wedk^lays in the quarter, in which to tttaik the 
attendance or absence. But it wns soon disoo- 
vitred tiiat the teachers almost invarkbiy set down 
the pupils as present, so that it was by itself alto^ 
gether useless. To meet this, it was suggested 
*ihat a dooixment would be necessary to asoertain 
ihe qoartedy proficiency of llie pupils, and wiudi 
woidd be a good criterion as to their att^ida&ce. 
A olflss paper was accordingly provided, on 
whteh was to be recorded the class in which mth 
diild commeiioed on entering the school, and his 
'snbtfequeBLt progress. But h&te Agtin we were 
pordally defeated. We had at that period irerjr 
Sew visitors of our schools, and conaequentily the 
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ditsfiffieaiion of tiie pupife had to be left in the 
hinds of our teachers, They soeki) however^ 
diflcov«red % way by which, had &ey succeeded, 
Ijbey woHld receive the society's inon^ without 
any equivalent ; and that was by entering the 
pii|»ls in dasses inferior to tiieir actual attain- 
tnents. Individuals of discernment and probity 
who wei^ eapable of detecting impo«ition, and 
pointing but its e^fulness wh<m pmctised, 
were theft employed aa ini^ctoi^s. It 
pleased God, by the conter^idn of sonie 
of our £rst teaohei^, to enable us to meet 
that demand; and to prevent all imposition, 
it was directed that bo teacher should class his 
put^s* This was to be attended to by the 
quaoi^rly inspector, who was also to transcribe 
die dasS paper into his district book each 
iptatt^ I adding tiie prt^otions fbr the directicm 
of the peMon who might succeed him iii the dis- 
trict, that in case any teacher made llie sHghtesi 
alteration, it would at once be detected. It was 
also arranged with the visitors of the schools ' 
that all pupils, entering since the last inspec- 
tion, should be classed by them; the numbers 
so registered, to be endorsed on the back of 
the dass paper with their idgnatm^es. Other- 
^rise that all such accessions to the schools would 
not be allowed for, imtil their standing was 
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eanotioned hj the yisator or inspector* The latter 
was always to attach the initiab of his name to 
the promotions on the class paper, at the dose 
of each quarterly inspection, to prevent any 
subsequent alteration by the teacher. 

** Having proceeded so far, and* inspectors 
being employed, it was supposed that the system 
was perfect. The inspectors were sent to thdr 
respective districts to examine the schools, and 
report the proficiency of each scholar. But not 
having at the time any fixed rule as to what was 
required, the inspector came into frequent 
collision with the teachers; as both parties 
differed in opinion, as to what ought to be the 
attainments of the scholars during the preced- 
ing quarter. This led to a meeting of some of 
the most intelligent of the teachers, inspectors, 
&c., when the following rules were drawn up, 
and subsequently sanctioned by the London 
Committee — 

SCALE OF PROFtCIENCT, 

For Ascertaining the Amount Payable to Teachers, 

Pupils entered in the following classes must be qualified 
to pass into the next class in succession within the following 
periods : — 

Alphabet Class in two months, 
Junior Spelling Class in four months. 
Senior Spelling Class in three months, 
Spelling-Book Readers in three months. 
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WJUTIMO AND CTPHEBINO. 

The strictest attention is to be paid to the regulations for 
the improTement of Pupils in General. Edncation, and espe- 
<»aUj in Writing and Arithmetic. As the Society now 
provides both Slates and Pttper, it is to be clearly under- 
stood, that wherever there is palpable neglect under this 
head, the Teacher is liable to have all stipend withheld. — 
No Scholar in any School can possibly be allowed the use of 
Slates, or be supplied with Paper, unless attending to all 
the Regulations of the Society, and particularly to the 
reading and committal to memory of the Holy Scriptures. 

WBITING. 

Each Pupil is to commence Writing on entering into the 
Spelling-Book Reading Class. 

SCALE OF PBOFIdENCT. 

Ist Quarter. — Forming letters in large hand. 



2nd 


i> 


Combination of letters into syllables, with 
the formation of figures. 


3rd 


»> 


Fair formation of words in large hand. 


4th 


rf 


Sentences in large hand, and formation of 
Capitals. 


5th 


»* 


Round hand. 


6th 


»f 


A fair round hand, 


7th. 


*> 


Small hand. 


8th 

* 


*> 


Writing a fair and free small hand. 


•^ 




CTFHBBINO. 



Each Pupil on entering the Testament Class is to c(Hn- 
mence the study of Figures. 
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1st Quarter.-— Nnmenitiaii, 8in{rf« and Compound Addi- 
tion, and committing to memory the 
tables, commendng in 8peBing«-B6ok, 
No. 2, page 87. 

Ind „ Sabtraetion of Plain and Oem{ioiuid 

Numbers, committing to memory the 
Bfoltifdieatlon Table^ and tbe capiMlly 
of multiplying by two Agores. 

8rd „ Multiplication completed, and DivlalalL 

4th „ Reikioeion and Short Accounts. 

5th „ Rule of Prop<»rtion, its nature amd appli- 

cation. 

0th „ Vulgar Fractious. 

7th „ Decimals and Mensuration of right line 

Figures. 

8th „ Book-keeping. 

N.B. — The Teachers are to instruct such IhspiiB in 
English Grammar as may require it. 

TASKS. 

Each PupU in the following Clasees is, at the General 
itepedaoB for the Quarter, correetiy to repeat from menidry, 
as follows : — 

SpMnf^Book Rtader'M C2aM.~.Four pages in the Btad- 
ing Lessons, and twd pages of the Spelling Colundik in 
Spelling-Book, Part the second. 

Bible Class, — Four Chapters, two from the Old and two 
from the New Testament, the latter from the Gospels, Acts, 
or Epistles, selected by the '^^sitor or the Inspector, lufc the 
preceding Inepection, and four pages of the Spelling 
Columns aforesaid. 

The Teachers are not to be paid for any Pupils whose 
proficiency does not correspond with all the preceding 
requisitions, and it is discretional with the Inspector to 
deduct the value of the absent days of those PUpSls %ho 
barely pass. 
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XRtnxrcTtoM n bsabiso xkna. 

The art of reading Irish in the Roman or Celtio character, 
It to be tanght all Pupils who may desire it ; and all Masters 
m DistHcts whore the Irish is ^e common laogtiage of the 
adult population, are required te form an Irish Class; and 
for the extra attention and trouble attending the instruc- 
tion of Irish Classes, an additiMial aHowanoe oi half-pay is 
granted the Teacher. 

ADULT SCHOOLS. 

In the Wiabter season. Adult Schools shall be held in the 
CTenings, or at other suitable times, under the direction of 
the Visitors, Agents, &c, for the benefit of persons of riper 
years, who are desirous of Scriptural eduoatton* The 
Teacher shall not, howeyer, be entitled to extra remunera- 
tion on account of the attendance of any of his Day-School 
Pupils at the Adult School. 

SUMDAT 8GH00I& 

Whare Sunday Scfhools, under the Sunday School Sodety, 
do not eziflt» the Society's Teachers may open Sunday 
Schools. Books And Regulations will be supplied by the 
Agent. 

" Diehonest masters still aideayoured to tuk 
late lliese regulationsi by causing some of their 
(mpik to peraoDttte others who were absent. 
This was effected by change of dotfaes and 
a variety of ways, and some went even so far Hbb 
to bonrow children from ne^hbonring sdiools. 
In the latter case tibe in0pectoi:^8 own recollection 
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enabled him to discover the deception attempted 
to be practised on him. To obviate the former 
evil, it was ruled that on the day of inspection, 
the teacher should have his pupils assembled at 
a certain hour ; and that after the arrival of the 
inspector, none were to be permitted to leave the 
school-house. The pupils in each class to be 
arranged according to their numbers in the clas8 
paper, and entered on a blank sheet of paper. 
The examination to commence with the alphabet 
class, marking those deficient, and those profi- 
cient ; and dismissing that class fi:om the school 
when examined, to proceed in a similar way, 
until he arrived at the reading classes. As 
these involved examination in spelling, reading, 
writing, arithmetic, and the grammatical import * 
of the Scriptures read or committed to memory, 
and consequently occupied a considerable portion 
of time, they were to be inspected last in 
order ; and fi*equently he had to adjourn to a 
second day, fi'om the quantity of Scripture pre- 
pared by many of the pupils for repetition. 
The system became thus so completely arranged, 
that we could, without difficulty, discover the 
slightest imposition. 

** Every thing was now arranged, so far as the 
rism^ generation was concerned ; and the causes 
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whioh led to the establishment of adult schools, 
may here be briefly adverted to. The pupils of 
our schools were always permitted to take their 
books to their own homes; and, indeed, the 
regulation which prevented the school-hours 
being occupied by a committal of their tasks, 
rendered that practice absolutely necessary. 
They were often obliged to apply for assistance 
to their parents and relatives, who, when 
ignorant, were unable to render them any 
aid. This circumstance, which may appear 
trivial, gave such an impetus to the mind of 
the adult population, that the society found it 
necessary to establish night schools for their 
instruction, at which none- were permitted to 
attend under the age of fifteen years, as such 
might attend on day-schools, unless proved to 
the satis&ction of the inspector that they were 
at service." 

(T%e regulations under which these schools' 
were conducted^ are already given under the 
head of Irish instruction^ as the^ were of a 
mixed character,) 

^^ Female instruction was not forgotten, The 
adolt schools had been hith^o only attended 
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by mules, but the oommitlee finmd it neoessaxy 
to establish schools for ijie adult female sex; and 
in making arnuigemeata &r that pnrpoae, a 
considenble sayiiig ci expenditure wm e^eted* 
Hitherto a separate and distinct corps of inspeo- 
tors had been employed £)r the ezaminatioiL of 
the adult night schools ; but it was now ref- 
lated) that the regular district inspector should 
examine all the adults, male and female, on the 
same day with the pupils .attending the daily 
schools. Upwards of five thousand adult 
females received scriptural instrocticm annually. 
What a happy influence this must hxve had on 
the peasantry of Ireland. This species of female 
instruction was never particularly referred to, 
in my of the society's annual reports, at least 
so ftr as I can reccJlect. Shortly after this 
axrangement, the Lord put it into the hearts 
of some influential and pious English ladies to 
form a society for the express purpose of 
educating the peasant females of Ireland ; and of 
this associaticm a member of the Boyai Family 
became the patroness. And when we content* 
plate woman, as an immortal being-^he mother 
of the human race — the tender guardian of man's 
helpless in&ocy — ^the guide of his diildhood 
and youth^^the partner of his boeoaip-«tiie 
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sQotiber «f his ami-— ia abe not, whoa pbused 
in hmnble life, vi object worthy of cmr Cfana- 
titui sympathy and exertaon ? 

** The labotirs of the society did not end here. 
SuitaUe persons were appointed to act as ctr- 
adatinff teachers^ whose duty it was to yi^t 
isolated districts. They were of that class of 
persons which it was the objept of the society 
to seek out and benefit. They spoke and read 
fluently the Irish language^ understood the 
Scriptures well, and were sent forth, under the 
diviiue {protection and guidance, with directions 
to r^ulate their proceedings accordii^ to 
inatructions, of wludi the iollowing is a brief 
outline : — 

'« 1. To visit remote districts in which there 
were no schools of any description. 

**8. To read to the inhabitants the Irish 
Scriptures. 

** 3. To open, as sooi^ as possible^ a school 
into which the socifity's books were to be 
introduced. 

^M. To go home with their pupils, taking 
wbateyer fiure the parents could aiflPord them; 
and improving those opportunities by reading 
for the inmates of the house, and all others 
who would listen to the word of God. 
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^^ 6. Not to depart until die object of thdr 
iBiflflioii ini8 seemed, by the establifihment of 
a school under the direction of a snitaUe 
master. 

**6. Should persecution oonuneDce, not to 
flee unless in case of personal danger. 

^^7. If compelled to remove, to commence 
in another district. 

^<8. To supply all who were anxious to 
obtain one, with a copy of the New Testament. 

^^9. If a house could not be procured in the 
village, in which to hold the school, to visit 
all the houses in succession, and instruct the 
children; and, while doing so, not to neglect 
the parents and adults. 

^^This department of the society's labours 
was not of long continuance. Through the 
instrumentality of our schools, teachers so mul- 
tiplied, that we had a sufficient supply; and the 
necessity for drculatixig masters consequently 
no longer existed. Such was the desire, at this 
time, on the part of the people, for the 
education of their children, that the services 
of these individuals, educated in our schools, 
were gladly accepted of; and we had more 
demand for schools thim the funds enabled 
the society to meet. Subsequent experience 



MEMOIE OF ALBERT BLEST. 257 

pointed out the necessity of employing two or 
more quaUfied persons in the capacity of general 
readers, and cursory inspectors, confining their 
labours to schools in neglected or Bomish 
districts, and not favoured with any local 
superintendence. The rules laid down for their 
guidance were — 

"1. To read and explain the Scriptures, in 
the English and Irish languages, to villagers 
in the mornings and evenings, and to keep a 
journal for the information of the Lctodon 
Committee. 

"To visit the schools without previous 
warning : — First, to ascertain the daily attend- 
ance ; second, to examine the Scripture classes 
in reading and repetition ; third, to class all 
pupils who might have entered the school since 
the last quarterly inspection ; fourth, to examine 
into the state of the books provided by the 
society, and to order a fresh supply if necessary ; 
fifth, to see if objectionable books were privily 
introduced ; sixth, to report on all those matters 
fi)r the information of the agent, to regulate the 
payments of the respective teachers.' 

" We had also local Scripture readers, whose 
duty it was to read the Scriptures to their 
neighbours during the evenings. As they were 
generally teachers of approved character and 

8 



9$8 MBMom pr ai^sbut jbmst. 

m 

piety, we found them very use&l auxiliaries, 
and their serviceQ were procured at the low 
rate of from three pounds to five pounds p«r 
annum/' 

This interesting detail 19 well worthy the 
careiiil perusal of the reader, as exhibiting the 
simple, but at the same time judioioualy-arrwged 
and effective machinery, employed by Mr. Blest, 
for the furtherance of the society's objects. It 
was drawn up by one who was Mr. Blest's con- 
fidential and efficient assistant from the year 
1814, and of whom he wrote to a dignitary of 
the churchy about two months before his d«ith, 
that ^^his zeal in rescuing the deluded fr^m 
the ^Tors of the anti-Christian system had been 
consistent, exemplary, and successful." When 
the system was fully matured, his late Boyal 
Highness the Duke of Gloucester, became 
patron; the Marquess of Lansdowne, president; 
and the list of vice-presidents contained the 
names of influential persons of both Whig and 
Tory principles. 

This admirable plan of scriptural instruction, 
acting on the adult and youthful mind of the Irish 
peasantry could not fail, in the course of a few 
years, to produce a very powerful effect in the 
respective districts in which it had been in opera- 
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tion. Other religious societies may have subse- 
quently co-operated in the good work; but it 
cannot be denied that the London Hibernian 
Society was the first to cultivate the moral wil- 
demess. For instance, it commenced its labours 
in the county of Cavan, in the year 1815, with 
four schools, which gradually increased in number 
until 1820, when they amounted to forty-one, at 
an annual expense of £550 148. 5d. 

For the six succeeding years, in .the same 
county, the number of schools, and amount of 
expenditure, varying according to the remunera- 
tion merited by the teachers, were according to 
the following abstract : — 

In 1821, 44 schools containing 4,540 pnpils, £410 3 3 
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A wonderful movement had in the mean- 
time taken place. Hundreds of individuals 
had renounced Komanism, and conformed to 
the Established Church, in this locality and 

* This decrease of schools was occasioned by the ezclusiye 
adherence of some to the Kildare-place Society, hitherto in 
joint connexion with it and the London Hibernian Society. 
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other districts, of Ireland, in which the society 
had laboured to a greater or a less extent. 
Cavan, however, stood prominentlj forward as 
the scene of conversion to Protestantism, and 
the then pious Lord and Lady Famham took 
an active part in it. It is thought by many 
that if the work had been permitted to advance 
silently, it would have made much more exten- 
sive progress : as the notoriety given to the 
proceedings exdted the attention, and aroused 
the fears of the Komish hierarchy; a deputa- 
tion of which went to Cavan to investigate the 
matter, and devise plans for its suppression. 
Two centuries before this period the indefati- 
gable Bedell had laboured in this very diocese ; 
and how very appropriate to the present occa- 
sion are the following remarks made by Mr. 
Blest to Mr. Mills, though written in the year 
1818, in allusion to the Christian exertions then 
making, especially in behalf of Ireland : — 

^' Did not many prophets and righteous men 
desire to see this day? Yes; and is it pre- 
sumption to say, that they now see and rejoice ? 
If the spirits of the just groan beneath the 
altar, conscious of the continuation of the reign 
of error on the earth, will the Lord, to whom 
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they continually cry, hide from his servants the 
wonders he is at present doing, in answen to 
their prayers ? — No. Ussher and Bedell, who 
spent their day sowing in tears, and ended their 
lives — the one in exile, and the other a prisoner 
in the hands of a murderous rabble — no doubt 
share in the joy of the reapers here below, and 
hear, with a holy triumph, and with a redoubled 
hallelujah, of the Sun of Righteousness, arising 
on their beloved Erin, which, when earth was 
receding from their view, they beheld enveloped 
in all the darkness of popery.'* 

The late Rev. William Armstrong, of 
Calry, Sligo, who took an active part in the 
locality of his ministerial labours, during the 
period under review, bore the following honour- 
able testimony to the labours of the London 
Hibernian Society, as being instrumental in 
bringing about this reformational movement : — 

"Sligo, January 2, 1840. 

" The London Hibernian Society can appeal 
with confidence to your experience of the 
extensive good effects produced by its system 
of education. It has carried the knowledge 
of the Scriptures into the remotest glens, and 
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the wildest morasses of our native land. Its 
fertiliring influence has been felt in the most 
barren tracts ; in man j a moral desert have 
fruits of righteousness been made to bloom. 
It has turned the hedge school — the once 
focus of sedition — the source of every impure 
thought— into a fountain of « wisdom, pure, 
peaceable, gentle, full of mercy and good fruits.' 
^^ It is notorious that the great movement 
amongst the Bomanists, about the year 1827, 
when many renounced the errors of popery, 
who had been ever since amongst the best, the 
steadiest, and Hlost sincere professors of the 
reformed fiiith, had its commencement in our 
schools. The master, while hearing the Scrip- 
ture tasks of his pupils, imbibed the principles 
of the Sacred Word, and became, through his 
family and relatives, an agent of extensive good. 
The apparent check put to that reformation 
arose from the &ct that there were no more to 
come forward with a profession of the truth after 
the numbers were exhausted of those who had 
been silently, and for a series of years, prepared 
for such profession by means of this society." 

Such evidence as this frdly refutes the charges 
occasionally brought against the society by mis~ 
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informed persons, as being inimical to the 
Establisbed Church. The very fact that the 
committee constituted the parochial clergy the 
ez'-qfficio patrons and visitors of its schools, and 
never interfered with the appointment of the 
teachers, unless to ascertain their competency and 
character, prove that it was not actuated by 
unfriendly motives. From the extracts already 
selected from the society's earliest documents, 
and Mr. Blest's correspondence, it is quite 
evident that its conductors entertained no feel* 
ings towards the Church of Ireland, but what 
resulted from the most sincere anxiety for her 
8{Hritual welfare; and when a smiable oppor* 
tunity offered, they freely and joyfully deposited 
the first fruits of their labours upon her altar. 

As already remarked, the Bomish prelates 
were not inattentive to the signs of the time's. 
In 1824, they presented a petition to the House 
of Commons, complaining that the parliamen-' 
tary grants for educational purposes we^e applied 
solely to the benefit of schools in which the Holy 
Scriptures were read without note or comment^ 
asid that their clergy were thereby prevented 
from deriving any advantage from them for the 
ddldi^n of thdr communion. This led to a 
royal commission beii^ issued, in the J tike of 
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that year, to five individuals to examine into 
the state of education in Ireland. The most 
searching scrutiny was instituted; and every 
supposed and real abuse, in every institution of 
a purely Protestant character, was made the 
subject of their condemnation. The Foundling 
Hospital, and the Charter Schools, were the 
first victims. The next in order was the 
Association for Discountenancing Vice, and 
Promoting the Knowledge and Practice of the 
Christian Seligion. That useful national in- 
stitution the Kildare-place Society, for the 
education of the poor, was prevented from 
rendering any assistance to the schools con- 
nected ¥dth other societies ; and though pro- 
tected for some years longer, by an annual 
parliamentary mrant, it also eventually shared 
Z fete rf ircontemporaries. The Lord 
Lieutenant's School Fund, established on the 
principle mentioned by Mr. Blest, in his letter 
to Mr. Steven, in the year 1819, to aid 
schools supported by voluntary subscriptions, 
was also discontinued. At length, in the year 
1831, the present system of national education 
was established ; but these political changes had 
rather a iavourable effect on the operations of 
the London Hibernian Society. There was a 
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gradual increase of its schools to the very period 
of Mr. Blest's death ; and during that current 
year three hundred and ninety-three schools 
were added to the list. Under the agency of 
his successor, Captain J. Banks, K.N., there 
was a further increase of sixty-seven schools 
during the following year. The gradual defec- 
tion of dissenters has latterly placed the society 
under the sole management of members of the 
Establishied Church. 

The following brief statistical detail will 
bring before the reader, at one glance, the past 
and present state of the society's operations : -. 
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IB 1831, 1^35 Sehoob, 85,755 Pupils. 
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Upon a review of the whole subject it may 
be truly said of the London Hibernian Society, 
that it first introduced a system of scriptural 
education adapted to the popular wants of 
Ireland — that it first taught the Irish to read 
the Sacred Scriptures in their own tongue — 
that it first provided for them elementary books 
in their vernacular dialect — that it first demon- 
strated the practicability of that pkn, although 
by different means, which the Commissioners of 
Irish Education Inquiry have declared to be 
desirable — namely, the uniting of children of 
the different reKgious persuasions in Ireland 
for the purpose of instructing them in the 
general objects of literary knowledge — ^that it 
first demonstrated the practicability of inducing 
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the Irish peasant to resist the arbitrary mandate 
of his priest ; and by employing Boman Catholic 
teachers, and Irish readers, enlisted his very 
prejudices in the cause of scriptural educa^ 
tion.* These important services were performed 
zealously and faithfidly amidst reproach and 
calumny, and many discouraging circumstances ; 
and to its honour be it recorded, that it never 
cherished feelings of rivalry towards any asso- 
ciation subsequently formed for the purpose of 
specially carrying out any of its various plans 



* The following extract from an official document furnished 
to the Dublin almanacs, refers to the result of Irish instruc- 
tion : — <* The society have introduced the yernacular tongue 
into their system of education^ by means of a class of school- 
masters trained in one of the schools of the society. These 
were afterwards distributed as teachers of those masters who 
could speahf but not rectd the language ; and this extension 
of the practice formed the basis of an Irish class in each 
school, in situations, at least, where a preference for such 
instruction was found. This experiment, conducted on a 
very extended scale of practice, has fully ascertained the 
existence of a passionate attachment to the language, on the 
part of such of the adult population as are habituated to 
speak the language, and an almost equal aversion to its 
becoming the medium of instruction of their offspring at 
school — an aversion not to the literary acquisition of 
Irish, but the occupation of the children's time and atten- 
tion to the acquirement of what, prospectively considered, 
promises no adequate advantage in the using.' 



» 
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of ufle&lness. It viewed such as fellow-labourers 
in the work of the Lord ; and with all the cor- 
diality of sinoere affection rejoiced that it 
prospered in their hands. 



APPENDIX. 



CORRESPONDENCE ILLUSTRATIVE \)F MR. 
BLEST'S RELIGIOUS OPINIONS. 



To the late Bev. John Walker, formerly FeUovo of Trinity 

College, Dublin. 

" My deab Sib — I only receiyed yours of the 9th instant 
two days since, I presume you gave it to Andrew, and that 
he, for some reason, sent it by post. I not only, my dear 
sir, * bear with you,' but am thankful for the communica- 
tion of your doubts respecting my character as a professor 
of the religion of Jesus ; as I trust it has proceeded from 
Christian affection and plain fidelity. May I be preserved 
from seeking to avoid the force of your observations^ when 
I should plead guilty ; and may you, my dear sir, be pre- 
served from a spirit that I have long perceived, if not to 
proceed from, at least to accompany, the separating prin- 
ciple on which you act — ^that is, an anxiety to catch at some 
ground of objection against the reality of the profession of 
those with whom your present sentiments will not allow 
you, as before, cordially to unite as Christian brethren. 
The true reason of their following not with you is sought 
to be evaded, or at least hidden from your own eyes, though 
sufficiently obvious to others. 

" Respecting my character, if you knew it better you 
could be more pointed, nor would the compass of a letter 
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aerre for the commnnicmf ion of faithfid reproof ; batpeiiiapa 
many more items hare been suppressed from the feefing that 
yon also possess a nature encompassed with infirmities, 
and these are selected as more inconsistent with the reality 
of Christian hope. I shall honestly reply to them in ord^. 

** The first is unscriptural ocmfidenee in a profession of 
long standing. Whatever cause you have had to mention 
it, my heart in truth pleads not guilty. No, my dear sir, 
my confidence at the first, and ever since to the present 
moment, has had but one ground, and that is the same that 
gaye birth to the prayer of the dying thief. And though I 
trust I am not unacquainted with the devices of Satan, and 
the mazes of a deceitful^eart : looking to Him in whom I 
haye belieyed, I think I can defy both, ever to supplant tins 
confidence by the substitution of another. 

" The second is my letter to J H . Here yon bad 

a degree of pleasure in my seenwig to acknowledge the 
scriptural view of justifying faith. But you had deep regret 
in my qualifying the acknowledgment, as I seemed to think 
that, however ' a few leaders should adopt these views, yet 
the secret would be dangerous for the generality of people.' 
As you mention that this principally shook your brotherly con- 
fidence, I confess I am at a loss to know why I did not at the 
nioment hear from you on the subject ; or why for years it 
was permitted to remain in your mind as the foundation for 
increasing doubt, and though I received more than one letter 
from you since, it was, until the arrival of your last, kept 
a secret from me. But I do not recriminate respecting the 
charge you prefer against me, as I do not recollect any 
more than you do, the words, or even the sentiments, of my 
letter. I can only say, that the idea you entertained has 
not at any time been an opinion of mine. I do with you 
' scarcely think the man has any view of the Gospel, who 
can seriously think that clear riews of it are dangerous to 
any.* But I think many who never ' knew the secret of 
the Lord,' may, nay, do rest upon a clearness of expression 
of those views as the faith of the Gospel, and mistaking 
their clearness of expression for a simple belief of the 
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truth are eonfirmed in a deliisiTe hope by what they «8teem 
the self-denied works of (with pleasure I observe yon allow) 
a justifying faith. There surely is another faith. 

" Ton are not much better pleased with the light manner 
in which I treat the discoveries of the day ; or the blunders 
and errors in expression that have escaped Herrey, Whit- 
field, and Bomaine. Clearness of views on religious sub- 
jects should not be included in the discoyeries of the day. 
What ought with propriety, to be so denominated, are 
those noyel opinions for which we in yain turn to the in- 
spired reoords from which the saints of God derived their 
sentiments. In one sense, viewing the undue importance 
attached to them, they cannot be treated, in my opinion, too 
lightly. In another seuse, from the awful consequences 
arising from their being made a bond of Christian union, 
lightness would, indeed, be highly improper. In the latter 
view I behold both them and their consequences with deep 
regret ; nor can I join you in harbouring a doubt that the 
individuals before mentioned had, as the ground of their 
hope, a belief in anywise contrary to the truth : no more 
than I entertain a doubt that when you, with much success, 
preached and wrote in the same manner, you were destitute 
of it ; or enjoyed less of its delights than you do now. 

" Respecting the system of worldly policy which you fear 
is interwoven in my religion, I will not say but in one 
instance I have erred. Once, indeed, I could have rejoiced 
to see a mitre on your head, as I make no doubt but many 
mitred heads were stars in the right hand of Him who walks 
among the golden candlesticks. But I wish not to see you 
restored, as you could not with a good conscience. This is 
not the restoration I intended. But although any mixture 
of worldly policy is, as you say, an * ugly symptom,' I trust 
I have never been influenced by it, to stumble at the true 
Christ, no more than a partial influence of it in Peter, 
causing him so far not to savour of the things of God, argues 
that he had another Christ in view, when be made that con- 
fession which was sanctioned by the approbation of his Lord. 
But, alas ! though I cleave too much to the dust, yet I can 
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in truth say, I neyer wilfully devised an unscriptural 
scheme of usefulness. I might have done so from ignorance, 
but I trust, wherever I have been, or am at present, con- 
trary to the will of our Lord, that he will reveal to me the 
error into which I have fallen. 

'' Respecting my zeal, if you knew the truth of the 
matter, you would consider I am in little danger of mis- 
taking any thing in myself for what I am conscious of 
being so deficient. I heartily unite with you in prayer 
(a circumstance I feared I never would have had an 
opportunity of doing), that the Lord would turn (permit 
me to say) our zeal into a right channel — namely, concern 
for his truth and his precepts." 



9 

To the Same, 

** My dear SiR^The limits of my last prevented my 
adverting to many things in your letter to me. You will, 
therefore, I hope, not be displeased at my again troubling 
you on the subject. 

" What you mention of Sandeman I shall first attend to. 
But here, perhaps it is necessary even to caution you to 
avoid that spirit which gladly makes a man an offender for 
a word ; and which is, indeed, so discernible in the admirers 
of Sandeman. While the purity of truth calls for all zeal 
and watchful attention, it is inconsistent with its influence 
to be judging the state of the heart, which is reserved for 
the judgment of the Lord, and also directly opposed to his 
express command ; but imagine not from this that I feel an- 
noyed by your judging of my state. I can assure you in truth 
such is not the case, as the judgment of all men on earth is 
but as the dust of the balance in this respect to me. In 
proportion as I realize the awful solemnity of giving a 
personal account unto Ood, all flesh appears as grass, and 
the approbation or disapprobation of f^Uow-mortals, as the 
idle unimportant noise of the passing wind. Sandeman has 
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many beauties, and speaks of the simplicity and fulness of 
the truth, in a manner that must be gratifying and satis- 
factory to any tinprejudiced lover of it ; but in my opinion 
he robs that truth of much of its glory, and directs the 
mind from it to its effects. He, and all who follow him, 
thus fall into what I conceiye to be an error of the 
Arminian system. Howeyer seemingly opposed in the 
outset, like lines not truly parallel, when sufficiently 
extended, these two parties ultimately meet in a point. 
A mind truly awakened (bear with the expression) cannot 
rest satisfied with generalities ; and when not under the 
influence of contention for hypotheses, it will not fail to 
put this question — * Have I indeed an interest in that 
righteousness which justifies the ungodly ?' I grant this is 
not the object of inquiry with the Arminian. He asks 
himself-.-* Am I in the favour of God ?* But the end, 
* accepted of God * is equally the object of both. Now, 
while Arminianism turns the attention to the performance 
of conditions to ascertain an interest in the favour of God, 
Sandeman and his followers turn the attention to the 
fruits of faith, as the only ground of confidence of their 
being personally accepted. This appears to me to be 
nearly the same. The testimony of Jesus, pregnant 
in itself with all consolation, and in the belief of it, with 
assurance of personal interest, is equally, in this respect, 
set at nought by those builders. Can there be peace with 
God, if there be not consciousness of personal acceptance ? 
Surely St. Paul does not treat in Romans v. 1, of peace in 
the abstract, but as it also affects the conscience. If not — 
then the truth itself, and not its fruits, nor itself jointly 
with its fruits, is that which satisfies respecting a personal 
interest. 'Being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God.' It is not being justified by its fruits we ascertain the 
blessing of which we were before unconscious ; but when 
God reveals his Son in the heart of the believer, the 
language it adopts is — ' My Lord and my God !' In the 
after progress— the trial of faith, its fruits are good and 

T 
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indispensaUe, as collateral eTidences ; and, in mjjudgmeaat, 
are ooij treated as such in the rarions passages of 
Scripture, in winch they are mentioned as eTidences. 
While, therefiM^ I am opposed to the " appropriation " of 
the popular diyines, as represented by Sandeman, I am 
eqnallj so to his appro p r ia tum. It is argned, no £uth with- 
out a reyelation; and as there is no revelation that onr Lord 
died for A or B, therefore there' is no ground in rerelation 
for A or B so to believe. This sophistry, I hope, has 
not imposed on yon; for I tmst yon have had the witness 
in yourself that the * Son of Man has power on earth to 
forgiye sins,' and that he has not ceased to exercise that 
power in his being exalted to bestow gifts on the ungodly. 
It is fruitless to argue with those who hare no other 
ground for a consciousness of a personal interest, but iHiat 
they imagine are the fruits of faith in them. The name in 
the white stone they are ignorant of, not having receiyed it ; 
but I doubt not from our former intimate and sweet con- 
verse on this subject, that you have known that song — 
* O Lord, I will praise thee, for though thou wast angry with 
me, thine anger is turned away, and thou dost comfort me. 
Behold God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid,* 
Sec. You must in this case know, that the sealing of the 
Spirit is more than a change of conduct, and the Spirit 
of adoption more than the acknowledgment that €hbd has 
reconciled sinners to hiipself— in fact, it conveys to ns that 
he has children, and this in the same way as of old, by the 
word coming in d'emonstration, and power, and in mmeh 
asiurance. Thus knowing themselves children— as chil- 
dren, they become followers of God — not following him, 
believing that he has children ; but as dear children having 
received an understanding to know him that is true, and a 
knowledge of being in him," &c. ..... 
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A Letter addressed in nply to three pereons who consulted 
him on the propriety of forming a Church on Separating 
Principles. 

"Dear Sirs — Respecting the question you proposed to 
me, whether belieyers meeting on the first day of the week, 
be not at .liberty to administer to each other the Supper of 
our Lord, or as a Church of Christ, to observe that 
ordinance ; I have heard much on the subject, and hi^ve 
long turned my attention to it. Much has been said 
respecting an equality in the ordinances, and as it is 
allowed on all hands that believers when they meet ought 
to pray and admonish each other, then why not observe 
the Lord's Supper ? In my opinion all ordinances are not 
in one sense equal. It is a believer's duty to pray in 
private — ^to pray in his family — ^to bless his household as 
David ; but it does not therefore follow that it is his duty 
to observe the Lord's Supper in his closet, or in his family. 
But it may be said that the Lord's Supper is the com- 
munion of the body of Christ, which is a church assem- 
bled for that purpose, and connected with the head, 
Christ Jesus, and with each other in this ordinance. This 
is also granted ; but then it is urged — ^is not the meet- 
ing of Christians united to each other a church, before 
they have an elder ordained over them ; and, there- 
fore may they not enjoy this ordinance as a church without 
such office-bearers ? This is certainly putting the question 
in a very imposing point of view ; for if it be answered — 
No ; then it may be said, that we make the office-bearers all 
things, and the church nothing. But this is not good 
reasoning, for though office-bearers are not all things, yet 
they are as truly appointed of God as the ordinance itself; 
for he has given the one as well as the other in his divine 
appointment to the church, and it is the duty of Christians 
not to * separate what he has joined together.' Now if it 
be as much the duty of an assembly of Christians as a 
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church to hare office-bearers, as it is the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper, why not be equally anxious to hare the one 
as the other ? And as the pastoral office is of divine appoint- 
ment, and as it is, I belieye, granted, that where there is a 
pastor, it is his province to preside, now does not the com. 
mand 'do all things decently and in order,' imply that the 
pastoral office in a church should be first filled before the 
Lord's Supper be obserred? What has been the con- 
sequence of not attending to this ? Have not all sorts of 
confusion and division come in as a flood, and might not 
such be expected, as God expressly declared, that he has 
ordained those offices in his church to preserve the unity of 
the body, by keeping the members from being tossed to and 
fro by every wind of doctrine, or the cunning craftiness of 
' men, whereby they lie in wait to deceive ? But it is said by 
many in excuse — We have none fit for pastors. Now 
observe the inconsistency of this. They have none fit for 
the pastoral office, yet every one of them acts as a pastor — 
all administer ordinances —all preside — all rule— all do 
every thing for which Christ ordained different offices, and, 
by their own confession, for the performance of which not 
one of them is qualified. May it not then be asked of such 
characters — * Who hath required those things at your 
hand ?' I judge you out of your own mouth ; you do things 
in my house contrary to my order, and you say at the same 
time not one of us is qualified. Paul has said — * the body 
is not one member, but many members, each occupying its 
own place in the body.' But those men contradict the 
apostle, and each assumes indiscriminately every office. Each 
member is with them eyes, ears, mouth, hands, feet. Those 
societies forsooth call themselves churches, and despise all 
others which are truly walking according to the divine rule : 
and yet constituted as they are, it is impossible for them 
to observe the command of Christ to his church — * Let him 
who ministereth, wait on his ministry' — it is his office, let 
him attend constantly to it ; * Him that teacheth, on teach- 
ing' — ^that is, let him devote himself unremittingly to the 
office of teaching; 'him that ruleth with diligence'- 
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that is, rule with diligence, &c. &c. Why cannot 
they attend to this command? jBecause it requires an 
order and regularity — a fixed appointment to certain 
duties of certain individuals properly qualified, to which they 
will not submit. Thus with all their boasting of being 
imitators of the apostolic churches, they neglect the com- 
mands of Christ, and turn the temple of the Lord into a 
Babel, and the beautiful order God has established ^nto 
a chaos of discordant principles.** 



The following extract expresses briefly Mr, Blest' s sentiments 
on the subject of Infant Baptism. It was written shortly 
after the birth of a grandson* 

'* I hare the pleasure of affording your son his first resting- 
place, which I beg to present. Its form, being that of the 
ark, reminds us of that wherein Noah and his family were 
preserred from the flood by DiYine appointment. Into this, 
Noah's, children were received from their connexion with 
him, and saved by the waters of the flood. And an apostle, 
when the Christian church was formed and matured, said — 
*'The like figure whereunto baptism saves us (not the 
putting away the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good 
conscience toward God) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,' 
&c. I mention this as evidence that at that (comparatively) 
advanced period, Peter did not once suppose that there was 
an individual admitted into the visible church, young or 
old, who was not a participant of a like figure ; consequently 
the foolish supposition (for nothing more is pretended) that 
the observance of that ordinance is superfluous, (for it is 
granted that it is innocent,) is manifestly inconclusive and 
unscriptural. But I only touch slightly, where I could 
demonstrate. I know baptism is nothing but an ordinance of 
God, just as circumcision or uncircnmcision is nothing. But 
while I oppose all human regulations or ordinances, I bow 
in deference to Divine wisdom to every institution which 
bears the seal of * Thus saith the Lord.' Nor would I give 
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ap the heart-cheering priTilege of dedicatfaig my offiBpring 
to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in that ordinance for a 
world. Permitted as a Christian parent to bring my child 
unto the good shepherd, not all the sophistry of men, def<»- 
enoe to the opinion of mortals, or consbtency of system, 
should rob me of the joy resulting from such a priyilege. He 
that teacheth men to break the least of his commandments 
is least indeed " 



TkeJbUowimg exiraeit are teleeted /ram a Letter writteit to the 
Rev. Wm, Henry, Miuumary at Tahiti, whom Mr. Blett 
had hnovon tn early life, at an inhabUani ofSUgo, a»d eonr 
neeUd with him by marriage. 

" I am what I have eyer been — a catholic. I know no man 
after the flesh, and the most of the distinctions which diride 
the church of Christ are nothing better. O g^ard against 
this leaven in the isles of the Pacific. Teach the people 
that ordinances and church regulations have no importance 
but in their relationship to Km who is exclusively ' the way, 
the truth, and the life.' I must digress. What a clamour 
you make about baptism I What a manifestation of the wis- 
dom from beneath in waiting to commence with the baptism 
of the king ! What a mysterious veil you throw orer the 
Lord's Supper 1 What drilling for a participation in those 
ordinances I A work of grace felt and experienced I Alas I 
how different the proceedings of the apostles. They lifted up 
the standard — proclaimed a free and immediate approach to 
all who professed to believe their report, and gave evidence 
of their desire to enter into a state of discipleship; and their 
converts were, without further preliminaries or questions, 
baptized, and, as far as I can perceive, when organised and 
collected into congregations, were admitted to the Lord's 
table. None of your Tahitians could manifest more the re- 
maining influence of corruption than we find in those admitted 
by the apostles or their deputies into the primitive church. 
All, of coarse, were baptised, and none of your candidates (a 
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bad word, for it ia not consistent with that immediate ap- 
proach which the Gospel warrants,) can be more ignorant of 
the Lord's Supper than the Corinthian communicants. But 
the old leaven * purity of communion,' the pharisaical watch- 
word of Separatists, Baptists, and almost every sect which 
has adopted this delusive principle, has long operated on the 
minds of those who fancy they can produce a field without 
tares. A consummation never to be realised, until this 
world shall have been consumed, and a new earth shall have 
arisen out of its ashes by the creating fiat of Him who maketh 
all things new. ......... 

The early treatment of a brother, who wished to marry 
a heathen at a time when obtaining a Christian partner was 
impossible, was, I think, deeply erroneous. Marrying in 
the Lord, as well as eating the shew-bread exclusively by 
the priesthood, are in the nature of things subject to circum- 
stances. Our Lord has decided, that those to whom the 
gift of continency is not given should marry : and if nature 
or constitution strongly enforce this remedy, and circum- 
stances do not permit it to be attended to as a duty in 
accordance with a positive precept, the latter is superseded 
by the moral obligation. In the one case David ate and was 
blameless, and in the other, a person marries and it equally 
so. Otherwise marriage must be founded in graoe. 

Permit me now to say a word on the probable re- 
sults of the influence which you and your missionary 
brethren possess over the people, whom you have been 
instrumental in rescuing from midnight darkness and 
barbarism. Convinced of your superior wisdom and infor- 
mation, from having proved the utility of your instructions 
in husbandry and mechanics, they bow in implicit confidence 
to your every dictate. Encouraged by this experience, and 
in a religious deference to your character, they have sacri- 
ficed their prejudices and customs in willingly promising 
obedience to the laws you have enacted to reg^ulat« their 
conduct as members of society. So far your influence has 
been happily directed — ^but take care ; — episcopacy in its 
most corrupt form — that is, when it out-topped the throne, 
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and monopolized the exercise of all the power of the civfl 
magistrate — has sprung from this influence over barbaroiu 
nations brought to profess Christianity. Guard against 
this evil in time." 

" Encourage them indeed to seek the law at the mouth of 
the priest, but direct them to the powers that are of God, 
for temporal jurisdiction. Mark the distinction, and keep 
them separate and independent of each other. * Rendering 
unto Csesar the things that are Caesar's, and unto God the 
things that are God's." 



To the Rev, Thomas Kelly, Rossanna, Ashford. 

*« 29th August, 1820. 

" My dear Sib — ^You may well have been surprised at my 
silence since the receipt of your last favour. The truth is, 
I put off from day to day my purpose of writing, in expec- 
tation that I might enjoy more leisure than has since offered, 
to enable me to write to you a long letter. But as the cor- 
respondence, &c. &c. connected with the business of the 
schools daily accumulate, I despair of being able to effect 
my purpose ; and, therefore, I am under the necessity of 
writing more briefly than I would wish. 

" The expression in the close of my letter, to which jou 
refer, was the result of a passing reflection, originating in 
my fear, that it was not likely that you would visit these 
parts; and that your attention for some years back to 
subjects connected with the restoration of the supposed 
order of the primitive churches, had given a locality to your 
labours, inconsistent with that prominent and leading 
station in the direction of the general concerns of the 
Redeemer's cause in this kingdom, which I ever considered 
you had been raised up eminently to fill. This, and not any 
impressions made on my mind by reports to your prejudice, 
gave birth to the observation which, if it have occasioned a 
moment's uneasiness in your mind, I most sincerely regret 
having made. 



APPENDIX. 281 

** With respect to any reports to yonr prejudice I can 
safely say, if any such hare ever existed, they hare never 
reached my ears. I am indeed happily remoyed from all 
intercourse with such, to whose spirit ' biting and derour- 
ing' are most congenial. The church here, of which I am 
a member, has been happily purged of this leayen, and our 
dear brethren in the Established Church, with whom I 
principally associate, and in whose society I am most in my 
element, though personally unknown to you, love you most 
sincerely for the truth's sake. I may also add, that among the 
▼ery many eyangelical ministers of the Establishment with 
whom I have conversed, I never, on the mention of your name, 
perceived the least indication of any thing inconsistent with 
feelings of brotherly affection towards you. If calumnies 
have gone forth, they have orig^ated in that uncharitable 
spirit, which, with true party zeal, seeks to unchristianize 
all who dare to dispute their infallible decisions. That your 
feelings towards all who love our Lord Jesus Christ are 
such as you state, I never, for a moment, entertained a doubt. 
Indeed I have frequently observed, to such of my friends as 
lamented that you approximated too nearly to what is called 
marked separation, that I was conscious you never could be 
a separatist. And the correctness of the judgment confirms 
me more and more in the truth of the sentiment on which 
the conclusion I had made was founded — and that is, being 
imbued with the spirit of that party is not. to be attributed 
so much to the exercise of the judgment, as to the state 
and disposition of the affections. A cold heart may rest 
willingly in a state of exile from the people of God; but such 
as are taught of God to love all who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, cannot be robbed of the luxury of Christian inter- 
course by all the sophisms of my much lamented friend Mr. 
Walker. 

" Speaking, however, on this subject, I cannot consis- 
tently with your call on my candour, omit mentioning that 
the scruple you entertain on the subject of praying in a 
mixed assembly is a shred of that system of which I would 
rejoice to see you entirely stripped. May I go still foiiher. 
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Is the order of what are called the churches which have 
had their birth in the disooTeries of our day, really scrip- 
tural ? Are they ' fae similes' of the primitive churches ? 
and, as it is presumed, exhibitions of the unity of the body 
of Christ ? Are they not rather as to their form, distorted 
caricatures, in which an imitation of what was extraordi- 
nary in the former is substituted for that which was to be 
ordinary in the latter, to the total exclusion of what was 
ordinary in the former, and in the yery nature of things in- 
tended as a standing ordinary regulation, and essential to 
the promotion of the grand object in view, in the original 
constitution of the Christian church. Thus, an imitation 
of the services of the apostolic age, which were the effects 
of divine appointment and immediate inspiration, has su- 
perseded the pastoral office]; robbing those concerned of 
the benefit of an institution with which the legitimate pur- 
poses of Christian associations are connected by divine 
appointment, to the subversion of edification, unity. Chris- 
tian subordination, and that identity of office so prominent 
in the apostolic churches. 

" I should not have entered on this subject, as I have not 
time to di^cuss it fully, even were my thoughts less crude. 
I have, however, though very confusedly, given you my sen- 
timents on it. But notwithstanding what is so confidently 
assumed, that in their order, there is an exhibition of the 
unity of the body of Christ, I must confess, that as I 
behold more of the lineaments of the primitive church in the 
Establishment^ so, in the union of the evangelical party in 
that communion, I behold the brightest exhibition of the 
unity of those who are one in Christ Jesus. Their's is a 
union which forces itself on the attention of the world — the 
testimony that God has given of his Son, the character of 
his salvation, the oneness of their hope, and the source and 
nature of that affection to each other which they profess 
and manifest. Whereas, the world can behold in the con* 
strained union of the associations to which I allude, nothing 
but a zealous attachment to the peculiarities of party, or the 
subordinate distlnotiQns by which they differ from each other. 
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** I would feel exceedingly happy to correspond with yon 
on the subjects connected with the foregoing hints, and to 
submit to your consideration some ideas which I entertain, 
and which, if correct, would go far to invalidate the conclu- 
sion so confidently deduced from the assumed principle, that 
personal conversion is necessary to church membership, and 
that all religious establishments must be antichristian. 
But the volumes of letters I am obliged to write, and the 
intense application every department of the great work to 
which I have been mercifully called, perfectly enervates 
me ; and, when I find a moment's leisure, it is absolutely 
necessary for my health, to devote it to exercise on horse- 
back. These, however, I may briefly mention, have arisen 
from the evidence which the New Testament furnishes of 
the extension of the privileges of the kingdom of God to 
the Gentile world, as folly enjoyed by the seed of Abraham 
according to the flesh. Not considering them ascanvertSy 
but as Gentiles — for their admission into the church of God, 
on personal conversion to the God of Abraham, was known 
to all generations, and the mode of admission as such, pro- 
vided for in the law, and could not consequently be that 
mystery hidden for ages which the apostle magnifies so 
much. But if the whole gentile world were brought near 
by the blood of Christ, in the same sense the apostle uses 
the term in application to the Jews : this was a mystery 
indeed hidden for ages, which, while it would justify the 
incorporation of a nation as an institution for religious 
worship and instruction, would lay the axe to the root of 
much, if not all, which has multiplied divisions and un- 
guarded strife in our day. 

" I conclude, my dear sir, with praying with my whole 
heart, that you and yours may be blessed with all the rich 
fulness of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that your mind may 
be comforted in all your trials, and your health renewed for 
the happy labour of many years. — Amen. 

" YonrSy with true gratitude, affection, and respect, 

** AliBXBT B1.B8T." 
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To Me lUn, Thomas Kelly, Athy. 

" 9th December, 1823. 

Mt vert dear Sir — Tour beings the first to allade to a sub- 
ject which, as far as my acquaintance with polemical writings 
extends, has not been hitherto viewed in the light of its own 
importance, if not altogether overlooked, constrains me to 
communicate to you the views of it which first occurred to 
me more than a year since, and which I have since seen 
no reason to chang^. 

'* I refer to the sentiment expressed in the eleventh page 
of your letter to the Roman Catholics of Athy, second 
edition, (which only reached my hands a few days since.) 
T%e new eovettant knows no priest but Jesus Christ. Alas ! 
to what can we attribute the darkness which has hitherto 
hidden from Christian eyes a truth so abundantly revealed, 
and so superlatively important — a truth so essential to the 
scriptural import of the'Gospel, and to the purity of its pro- 
fession, that to a departure from it may be traced the rise 
of the man of sin ; and that in the development of the whole 
system of antichristian assumptions and delusions, this 
awful departure will be found to be the seminal principle of 
all the abominations which make desolate ? 

** What is the Gospel ? A full development of the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. This, God preached in para- 
dise, and prophets sung until ' the Desire of all nations' 
appeared, clothed with flesh in Bethlehem. In his personal 
ministry, while he sojourned below, his every word, his 
every action, the whole spirit which he breathed, had a 
teaching voice, proclaiming him full of grace and truth, a 
Saviour mighty to save the lost. 

*' After his resurrection and ascension, endowed with 
power from on high, his chosen witnesses unravelled the 
mystery of his life, death, and resurrection ; connecting the 
whole with the great object, his reign at the right hand of 
the Mijesty in the heavens. His vicarious obedience, even 
unto the death, was but preparatory to the glory which was 
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to follow, when all power in heaven and on earth being 
consequently placed in his hands, he was to reign a king 
and a priest, governing his church, and dispensing gifts to 
the ungodly, that God the Lord might dwell among them 
in their hearts by faith, and in their affections as a govern- 
ing principle, subduing them to himself. 

** The groat object of the labours of the apostles was to 
lead men to a risen Saviour, exalted to bless without Qua- 
lification in the subject, or limits, other than their wants 
and the infinite riches of his own g^ace ; and to demon- 
strate tliat every blessing the guilty, the polluted, and the 
lost required, was treasured up in him — and all this for 
the satisfaction of the awakened conscience, and as essen- 
tial to the full assurance of the understanding of the faith 
and hope which was connected with the Saviour's priesthood, 
its incommunicable nature, its efiicacy, and its perpetuity. 

" Thus the church was betrothed as a chaste virgin unto 
Christ. Christian experience was, * I live, yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me* — * Christ within the believer the hope 
of glory.' The Christian course — ^the life of faith was 
looking unto Jesus. Every subtle device of the enemy to 
introduce another object to the attention of faith, or the 
hope of the Christian, met with apostolic frown and the 
anathema of heaven. The darkness was past — ^whether 
delusion, as originating in the wisdom of the world that 
knew not God, or in the veil of the shadowy and typical 
ritual of the Levitical economy, and the Sun of Righteous- 
ness had arisen ; but, alas ! the church, as Eden, was marred 
by the wiles of Satan. The spirit of Antichrist appeared, 
and although, as respected the completion of the character, 
Antichrist was still to come, the participation of its spirit 
too truly indicated that many Antichrists existed, even in 
the apostolic day. This at once struck at the purity of the 
faith and its influence on the mind ; resisting the former 
by the instrumentality of Judaizing teachers, and the latter 
by that of teachers or professors whose doctrines minis- 
tered to the spirit of the world — * the lust of the eye, the 
lust of the flesh, and the pride of life' — the two grand con- 
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stituents of the character of antichrist when fully grown, 
and both equally hostile to the apostolic word. 

" * They hear not* was the watchword of John, which 
antipathy grew with its growth, nntil, in its maturity, it 
boldly proclaimed that the word of God was not the alone 
ground of Christian faith and the rule of Christian practice ; 
but he that letteth did let, until heathen domination was 
removed, and the general profession of Christianity gave its 
ministers importance, and the absence of Christian princi- 
ples from the profession and its being saturated with the 
spirit of the world, facilitated the gradual completion of the 
character long foretold — ^the antichrist which was to come. 
The exhibition of this monster in the church was to be pro- 
moted by all deceivableness of unrighteousness, and the 
whole of his claims to supremacy and absolute dominion 
over the consciences of men in an entire subjection to which 
he was recognised, as * sitting in the temple of God,* was 
to be effected by a lie (2 Thes. ii. 11) ; an assumption at 
once false and subversive of Christianity. This was the 
change of the priesthood. The lie is, that Jesus appointed 
Peter the head of the church ; Peter the Pope of Rome ; and 
by this transfer, the whole hierarchy of Rome participating 
in the fulness derived from their head, became priests after 
the order of Melchizedec. 

*' The priesthood is therefore the antichrist, and the be- 
lief of the lie, the assumed transfer ; the faith of Rome, the 
denial of the truth ; the manifestation of pleasure in un- 
righteousness, the presage of destruction (2 Thes. ii. 12). 
The falsehood of the assumption is very clearly demon- 
strated in the nature of the order in which Christ was con- 
stituted a priest. He had no predecessor, nor did he admit 
of any successor ; being, by the constitution of God, a priest 
for ever, and by his nature, incapable of becoming defunct. 
* He ever liveth,' and consequently, as he cannot abdicate 
his office, but abideth a priest continually, there was- no 
place for succesAion. When Satan had achieved this wonder, 
he might in opposition to our Lord, boast that he had made 
all things new : for it was not a corruption of Christianity, 
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bat a system exclusively his work, in full and direct oppo- 
sition to it in its foundation and superstructure — in all and 
in every part Antichristian. Jesus, the high priest, consti- 
tuted of God — enthroned above the heavens, to whom the 
apostolic testimony exclusively and incessantly directed 
men; being removed from the eyes of mortals, and the 
hope of immediate access to God through him, as the one 
mediator, being taken away by this lie : they were directed 
to another object, supposed to be invested with the pleni- 
tude of his authority, namely, the priesthood. Jesus is a 
priest for ever, "of whom, and to whom, and through whom, 
are all things;" and when his priesthood is superseded, 
there must of necessity be a change of the law. Popery 
is, in this respect, consistent. Every spiritual blessing 
emanates from its priesthood, and as its root is falsehood 
and delusion ; so are all its branches and fruit, death. The 
law of the Levitical priesthood was typical, and tending to 
bondage, and labouring in birth of good things to come. 
The law of the priesthood of Jesus was the unclouded ma- 
nifestation of truth, spirit, life, and peace — good things 
present. The law connected with Popery has for its motto, 
not only *the glory is departed,' but *the glory is re- 
nounced.' It has gilded its falsehood with epithets charac- 
teristic of the items which constitute the treasury of heaven, 
in order the better to oppose the truth and delude its vota- 
ries. It has its sacrifices — its atonement — its purifications — 
its rule of faith — its intercessors, &c. &c. — all in subver- 
sion of the privileges connected with the priesthood of 
Jesus. The Holy Scriptures which testify of Jesus are 
taken away, and traditions, decretals, acts of councils, &c., 
which testify of the Romish priesthood are substituted. 
The one offering of Jesus, whereby He* for ever perfected 
all who are sanctified, is removed ; the daily sacrifice of the 
mass is provided as the means of reconciliation ; and his 
intercession as the one mediator is cancelled by a transfer 
of the office to saints and angels. But I must conclude by 
remarking, that if you transfer exclusively to the Saviour 
all the credence, reliance, and subjection due by the people 
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to the Romish priesthood, you wUl, as taught by Popery, 
then have what Christianity inculcates. Does it not there- 
fore follow, that the Romish system claims what Christ 
demands, and is thereby constituted the man of sin ? 

" If you have obtained from this confused sketch, my 
general idea, the object I had in view in taking up my pen 
is answered. I request you will turn your attention to it, 
and when leisure permits, let me have the pleasure of hear- 
ing from you. 

'* I remain, my dear sir, your affectionate, obliged, and 
respectful servant, 

** Albert Blest." 



A Letter explanatory of his doctrinal sentiments. 

** Dear Sir — I had not leisure or opportunity to reply to 

yours of the 20th ultimo until now. Give me leave to men- 

tipn an impropriety in your expression twice repeated — 

* conforming to your doctrine.' The doctrine is not mine— - 

the truths I have been led to embrace are the truths of 

God ; conforming to any man's doctrine, is no more than 

becoming the servant of man. The apostles themselves 

were jealous of persons receiving their views from any 

respect to them as men or teachers ; they were anxious to 

betroth believers as chaste virgins unto Christ, and took 

every pains that * their faith should not stand in the wisdom 

of men, but in the power of God,' — that is, that those who 

attended their ministry, and seemed to receive their word, 

should not do so i^ consequence of esteeming them wise 

men, as the various pupils of the heathen philosophers had 

respect to the sentiments of their teachers, from an opinion 

of their superior wisdom, but that their profession and 

attachment to the Gospel should be from a demonstration 

to their understanding that it was the truth of God, the 

revelation of his will : and not the word of man. Tou seem 



' • ' »ii«- «iV^«^OTV«VH|M^^W««iMHPl«B|HPVBiPP 



APPENDIX. 289 

also to think that those views are dissenting principles : but 
they are not, they are as much the doctrines of the Esta- 
blished Church as of any dissenting body, and they are also 
the leading features of the confessional articles of all the 
reformed churches, and in accordance with the thirty-nine 
articles ; so that every minister who does not preach them is 
a dissenter from the articles he has subscribed, though he 
fills the pulpit and enjoys the emoluments of the Established 
Church. This I only mention — it is of no consequence. 
Jerusalem, which is above, is the mother of all believers ; 
they know no man or party after the flesh, they can recog- 
nise each other, receive and love each other, for the truth's 
sake dwelling in them, being all one in Christ Jesus, where 
there is neither Jew nor Greek, and I may say agreeably to 
the spirit of the passage, neither churchman nor dissenter. 
Neither do we (as you say we are charged) deny repentance, 
nor confide in our faith as a means essential to salvation. 
Repentance is a change of mind which invariably accom- 
panies the belief of the truth, and flows from it : so that 
unless this is found to be the state of the mind, all is nought ; 
there is no belief of the truth, no change of mind. Such 
professors are still dead in trespasses and sins. This 
repentance or change of mind manifesto itself respecting 
different subjects presented to the mind, according to their 
agreement with, or opposition to, the mind of God. For 
instance, the renewed mind hates sin, and truly deplores its 
influence on the individual so changed. Why ? because 
viewing the divinity and loveliness of the truth of the Gospel 
which it believes, it hates every principle which hides its 
beauty from the eyes of deluded men, and makes God a liar ; 
it hates sin as hateful in itself, and opposed to the will and 
nature of God. Hence true repentance is continual, with- 
out intermission, because the new mind must ever perceive 
the existence of error and sin in others ; and while in the 
body, must ever have reason to mourn over a want of full 
conformity to the perfect standard of divine truth and 
purity. Poor deluded religionists strive to work themselves 
into an agony of grief for sin, and endeavour to stir up their 

U 
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pASflions to shed a few tears of what they call contrition : 
and this they think repentance. HaTing attamed it, their 
defaision is sealed — they sleep the sleep of death ; bat not so 
thebelicTer. He finds the fulfilment of that promise * With 
weeping and supplication I will lead them; they shall 
loathe themselyes in their own sight, and never open their 
months because of their sins, when I am reconciled to them.' 
This repentance, flowing from reconciliation, is deep, sin- 
cere, affectionate, and free from terror; for it is accom- 
panied with peace and joy in believing — ^rejoicing in Christ 
Jesus, and having no (M>nfidence in the flesh. We do not 
confide in our faith more than in our works ; we confide in, 
and rely on, the great object — Jesus Christ and him cruci- 
fied. I go over a field, I discover a treasure, which is 
sufficient to pay my debts, clothe and support me in the 
comfortable enjoyment of life all my days ; what is the 
source of my confidence, my joy, my ease, and peace of mind? 
Why, not merely believing that I have found a treasure, but 
the possession of the treasure itself ; my belief will neither 
pay my debt, clothe, nor feed me, but my treasure will. Just 
so, all who have discovered 'the treasure hidden in the 
field,' rejoice and confide only in it. They find Jesus as 
their justification, paying their debt and clothing them 
with that righteousness which is unto all and upon all them 
who believe. There is no difi^erence, aU. equally need it ; 
and it is that alone in which all men equally stand for 
acceptance. They find in this treasure a remedy for the 
maladies of the mind. Christ by his quickening Spirit is 
their life, their guide, their sanctifier, their strength ; thus 
they are clothed, comforted, and preserved by their trea- 
sure. It is true, they never would have enjoyed it, except 
they had discovered it . but now that it is discovered, it 
becomes their enjoyment and support. Read Isaiah xil. 
Finding Jehovah to be salvation, gives peace, gives joy, 
gives triumph. I cannot enlarge ; and it is probable, I am 
so pressed for time, and so fatigued with writing, that I 
may not again have leisure to enter fully into the matter." 
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To the Rev. Charles Seymour. 

** Noyember 30, 1815. 

" My dear Sir — Why is it that I never have a line from 
you ? Have you no good news to impart ? Is it winter in 
the spiritual as well as in the natural world ? I trust not, 
I trust your bow abides in strength, or is rather stronger 
or firmer by age, to direct the arrows of divine truth with 
a more unerring aim, to wound the enemies of the King, 
and cause them to bow before him, and gladly wear the 
fetters of his love. Oh, for more of those holy soul- 
refreshing triumphs ! Blessed be God we who are brought 
into immediate contact with his work by the schools, and 
follow after in His progress through the dark regions where 
Satan hitherto swayed an uncontrolled sceptre, have, from 
time to time, our hearts refreshed with the wonders of His 
power, and join the shout of angels on beholding deserters 
fly from the ranks of the enemy to vie with the cross bearers 
in crowning Jesus Lord of all. 

" These, my dear friend, are not the ravings of fancy — 
they are happily realised. Every day I hear of good doing 
by the Gospel, as written in the sacred page, and transcribed 
by the Holy Spirit in the hearts of some ; and often do I 
wonder at the difference, the manifest difference, which 
appears between those converted in this way, where divine 
truth passes immediately irom the apostolic testimony into 
the heart ; and those who have been benefitted by the same 
truths, but mediately. The latter generally have their gold 
dimmed by the touch of the hand through which it passes, 
whereas the former shines with the brilliancy of gold 
dropped from the mint. John Bunyan says, all the cart- 
loads of sermons that have ever been thrown into the slough 
of Despond, have never yet so filled it, as to prevent pilgrims 
from plunging to the neck. But how is it that the host of 
travellers in the days of the apostles, have almost all left 
it out of their charts of the country through which they 
passed. Doubtless because they had better guides wita them. 
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There was no *yea nor nay/ no * lo here I nor lo there!* * I 
am the way, the truth, and the life,' saved a world of trouble 
and soul distress, and hence from all guided by their pastoral 
stafif, we hear more of the voice of rejoicing l^an of weeping 
and lamentation, more of * I believe and am sure,' than * I fear 
after all I cannot think that I am a child,' &c. K I forget 
not, it was after Christian had entered within the gates of the 
city, of which he had, when he set out, but an indistinct 
view, that his burden dropped off before the cross ; and this 
model has been too closely followed to the bewildering of 
many. Not so in apostolic conversion, the cross was the 
first object they presented — ^this standard they unfurled; and 
animated and allured by the sight, the multitude became 
followers of them and of the Lord. Happily the apostolic 
testimony is now blessed to the production of the same 
glorious effects. Roman Catholics ignorant of every human 
model of divine truth, take the impression from the original ; 
and believing, at once enter into rest. Of this, had I space 
and time, I could give you many pleasing instances ; but I 
sat down to write a letter of business, and have been insen- 
sibly led into a digression. Yet once more I must digress 
before I come to the point. Do you remember a very old 
pauper, upwards of >one hundred years of age, that you spoke 
to while you were here in my absence. After my return, 
being told of your conversation with him, when he next 
called I renewed the subject, and from the attention he paid 
and the interest he seemed to feel, even on our first meeting, 
J had good reason to conclude that our Lord had caused the 
seed you had sown to take root. He frequently repeated 
hi^ visits ; and it would rejoice your heart to see how eagerly 
he drank of the waters of life, his poor languid eye catching 
a new lustre as he listened, while the emaciated skeleton 
sounded an approach to the valley of dry bones — ^the house 
appointed for all living. He died rejoicing in the truth." 
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To an early convert from Popery, 

*' SUgo, /an. aO, 1816. 

" My dear Friend — I receiyed your sundry favours from 
Liyerpool and London, &c., and would have written to you 
more than once, but I waited for a frank. This letter goes 
under cover to Mr. Mills. I shall be always glad to hear 
from you, as I wish fiiUy to know your progress, and every 
Incident connected with jour situation. , I was happy to 
bear of your safe arrival, and of the kindness shown yon in 
Dublin, Liverpool, and London. My dear friend, I have 
but one wish for you, and that is, that * you may be pre- 
served, body, soul, and spirit,* until our Lord calls you 
hence. This is connected with the glory of Him who has 
called you from darkness into light, and with every tender 
feeling of those who love you for the truth's sake ; and very 
especially with the honour and credit of the society which 
has been, in the hands of God, the blessed instrument of 
rescuing you from the power of Satan. You now appear 
ultimately connected with their work in Ireland. The 
English have heard much, and they have not heard the one 
half of the good done by the society — of the many converted by 
their means ; but until your arrival, none has been exhibited 
as a sample of their labours, or as a proof of the reality of 
their reports. Every eye will therefore be on you ; and one 
false step will sink the society in public estimation, and 
lead to the conclusion, that all the boasted good said to be 
done was overcharged misrepresentation. Thus religion 
will be wounded in the house of her friends ; but this is not 
all — ^if through your means the society sink in public esti- 
mation, you will be involved in the guilt of stopping the 
good work here, and leaving your poor deluded coun- 
trymen to perish in their sins and delusions, unpitied and 
unregarded. The apostle's affectionate address to his 
spiritual children is mine to you — ' Stand fast in the Lord, 
dearly beloved,' and again he says, ' Now we live if you 
stand fast,' as much as to say, if you waver — if you fall — 
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your lapse is our death. Blessed be God, of all who 
have enrolled themselves on the side of the Lord from the 
be^nning of the society's labours, I have been hitherto 
preserved from having cause to mourn over a single indivi- 
dual who has belied the profession he has made, or brought 
reflection on the religion of the gospel. May my soul be 
refreshed with good news about you, that you stand immov- 
able and irreproachable, abounding in the work of the Lord 
— growing in grace — ^knowledge, devotedness, and in every 
acquirement connected with usefulness. Christians, how- 
ever, favoured with religious education and moral discipline 
before their conversion, and though accustomed to the 
habits of sobriety j chastity and every amiable disposition, 
have nevertheless much to guard against ; the view they have 
of their own hearts, when He who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, causes it to shine into their minds,will 
ever keep them looking to Jesus for help and deliverance Irom 
themselves, the enemy who seeks to devour them, and the evil 
of this world. How much more it behoves you to look to him 
who alone can create a new heart and renew a right spirit 
within you ; educated as you were without one truly religious 
idea, and sunk in the habits of vice. O, my dear sir, remem- 
ber that, as you have been brought to believe that the work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and not your own merit, must be 
your justification, you ought to live under the daily impres- 
sion, that he, and he exclusively, is truly made of God, 
sanctification by the indwelling of his Spirit in the souls of 
all who believe ; thereby discovering every evil propensity, 
and enabling to hate and war against them, and to come off 
more than conquerors, by bringing every thought and ima- 
gination in subjection to himself. He is thus as truly the 
sanctification of all who believe as he is their righteousness 
by which alone they stand complete. Take, therefore, for 
your motto, ** looking unto Jesus," let this sound in your ears 
at all times and under all circumstances. Remember he is our 
life ; our every action not done in him, and by him, are dead 
works. Weigh the apostle's exhortation — " stand fast in the 
Lord" — no stability but in him — all are fleeting bubbles be- 
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sides. Our prayers^our resolutions are all but stubble be- 
fore the fire of evil propensities ot temptation. Your eye once 
turned from him as your life — ^your strength — ^your all, your 
iniquities, like a resistless storm, will sweep you away — 
blast the bud of your profession, and cover you with moun- 
tains of guilt. Remember that in all things God glorifies 
his Son, and him only, dence he has had the honour' of 
bringing in the everlasting righteousness, which is unto 
all and upon all them that believe— quickening the dead 
in trespasses and sins — creating them after his own image 
— and being the life, supporter and preserver of that nei>f 
creation. In a few words, learn what Jesus is, and you 
learn all ; and will be all, that is necessary to the praise of 
the glory of his grace." 



" The Holy Bible is a divine revelation addressed to the 
understanding of men, in which God makes known his own 
charact^ as the thrice Holy God, immutably just, and yet 
infinitely merciful. To dbplay these attributes of Deity in 
their glory and harmony, and to manifest them to the 
understandings of the sons of men, so as to remove their 
natursd ignorance of God, to enable them to approach him 
with confidence, as a God of mercy, without disparagement 
of his justice, and thereby to turn their affections from the 
pursuit of sin to a complacency in his character, as the God 
of all grace, is its great object, and is in epitome the sub- 
stance of the Bible. 

" The Old Testament, besides its historical narratives, 
(which are all in connexion with the grand subject of salva- 
tion,) discovers the evil nature and awful consequences of 
sin ; and in typical representations, and prophetic intima- 
tions, sets forth the salvation of God, in the person and work 
of the promised Messiah. Moses, the penman of the Pen- 
tateuch, wrote of him, and to him give all the prophets 
witness. 

" The New Testament contains the gospels — ^the acts of 
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the a]M>st]es — the epistles — and a prophetic revelation to St. 
John. The gospels comprise the discourses, death, resur- 
rection and ascension into heaven of Jesus of Nazareth ; 
evincing that he was the promised Messiah of God. No 
person can become acquainted with the true character of 
Jesus, but such as derive it from this source. To become a 
Christian, a man must be a disciple of the evangelists. A^ 
a disciple he must sit at their feet, learn from them the 
principles of faith in Christ, see through their eyes and hear 
with their ears. Every word spoken by the Saviour — 
every miracle he performed — every disposition he evinced — 
every thing which he sufiPered — and the manifestation of 
his divine nature in raising himself from the dead, have a 
teaching voice ; proclaiming his divine power and Godhead 
and suitability, as the Saviour of the guilty, the polluted and 
the lost. 

'* What the apostles heard and witnessed, and, under the 
divine influence, understood, formed their judgment of the 
character and work of Jesus. This was the ground of 
their faith in his name ; and what they heard and witnessed 
they also wrote for the express purpose of communicating 
the same knowledge, which they possessed, to others, who 
might behold, as they did, the glory of Jesus, as a Saviour 
full of grace, and truth ; and so believing have life in his 
name. The knowledge of the character and work of Jesus 
as a Saviour, must be derived from the writings of the 
apostles, in order to participate with them in their faith ; 
and such have precisely the same faith of the apostles, 
being derived from the same source. 

" The Acts of the Apostles is the history of the Christian 
church, from the resurrection of Jesus until the imprison- 
ment of Paul at Rome. 

** The letters of the apostles addressed to particular 
churches, reveal the faith derived from the details given by 
the evangelists of the character of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
a Saviour ; together with its application to the refutation of 
every opposing error in doctrine and practice, and for the 
inculcation of every Christian duty : so that the man of God 
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may stand complete, grounded and settled in the full assur- 
ance of understanding, and throughly furnished for every 
g^od work. 

" The Revelation made to St. John is a prophetic vision, 
embracing the history of the church in all ages to the end of 
the world, and its final triumph over death and the grave. 
In it is foretold the rise and progress of the great apostasy, 
under the assumption of exclusive Christianity — its nature, 
duration, extent, and final destruction." 



To the Rev, J. C Lloyd, New Ross. 

" 7th February, 1830. 

** Rev. Sir — Your letter of the 2nd instant, which I only 
received last Saturday evening, afforded me much satisfac- 
tion. The account given of the formation of the Bible 
Association in New Ross, in the Hibernian Bible Society's 
circular for December last, had strongly directed my 
Christian affection to the advocates of the Bible there. 
And the sentiments delivered on that occasion, gave me the 
most pleasing hope, that when the London Hibernian Society 
could extend their labours to that county, they would have 
in the members of your association, the co-operation of 
those who duly appreciate the importance of the dissemi- 
nation of an unadulterated Gospel : from being themselves 
the subjects of its happy influence. 

** Your letter communicated the pleasing information that 
actuated by the principles and views which gave birth to the 
London Hibernian Society, you have, yourselves, without 
foreign assistance, commenced the blessed work of'seeking 
to carry into the putrid mass of the great population with 
which you are surrounded, that sovereign restorative, 
* I^ivine truth.' Before I come to the immediate subject of 
your letter, I think it my duty to intimate, that the society 
for which I have the honour to act, will afford your asso- 
ciation every assistance in their power to aid in your laboui^ 
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of loTe — ^whether in connexion with you, ' extending their 
labours to your county — or should you prefer acting as a 
separate institution, by affording you our regulations, the 
occasional services of our inspectors, Irish readers and 
teachers, and our elementary books at a reduced price : on 
which subject I may expect to hear from you, when con- 
venient. 

" You have been rightly informed that the society has 
been favoured with success, in preserving under instruction 
in their schools, the children of Roman Catholics. This 
they had succeeded in to a degree (taldng into considera- 
tion the determined opposition given to the measure from 
the beginning by their priests), which demonstrates the 
work to be of the Lord ; and, notwithstanding the whole 
combined movements of that hierarchy, with all their in- 
fluence to withdraw from us every Roman Catholic child, 
I believe I do not exaggerate in saying, that within this year 
the society has had in their schools, near 40,000 children 
of Roman Catholic parents : nor, do I fear (encouraged 
as I am by a retrospect of the marvellous interpositions of 
the divine goodness in support of the institution from the 
beginning), that the present combination of all their power 
in opposition to us, will impede our progress. Indeed, 
from the intimate acquaintance of the state of religion in 
this kingdom, which I have had for forty years past, and 
frotn the disappointment that has uniformly attended every 
attempt to benefit the great mass of the Popish population 
by a preached Gospel, and also taking into consideration the 
ignorance and prejudices of the people, and the fell in- 
fluence of the spiritual domination to which they are in 
such abject subjection, I am fully convinced that the evils 
which affect the population of the country, can never be 
remedied in any other way than that pursued by the Lon- 
don Hibernian Society. To this, in sovereign mercy. Pro- 
vidence has led, and its adaptation to the state and circum- 
stances of the people, together with the signal success 
which has favoured the attempt from the beginning, strongly 
mark that it is in this way the Healer of the nations means 
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to bring health and a cure to Ireland. Fully to develop 
the method of our procedure, would be to give you the his- 
tory of the society for more than ten years past. You have 
an epitome of the whole, including the line pursued and the 
results which followed in Gal. vi. 9. However, I shall, 
in a few observations, briefly communicate those general 
rules, which, in my opinion, are essential to the prosperity 
of all schools instituted for the benefit of the poor in this 
kingdom. 

** First — Due attention must be paid to the object which 
induces the lower order to seek to have their children edu- 
cated ; and this is not merely acquiring the art of reading, but 
such other acquirements as may enable them to rise in life. 
Writing a good hand, and being expert accomptants ; so 
qualified, they hope their offspring may not participate in 
the degradation and suffering they themselves have had to 
endure, but may become dealers in small articles of traffic, 
get into the employment of the great as land stewards, &c., 
or obtain the minor or more respectable situations in 
warehouses and offices of mercantile men. Regulations to 
afford the pupils these advantages, must be prominently 
conspicuous in the arrangements made for conducting the 
schools : otherwise they will be deprived of that feeling of 
interest in the schools, which, in the first instance, can be 
the only stimulus to opposition, on their part, to the 
commands of their clergy, to withdraw their children. 

" Second — As permitting their children to attend the 
school is a sacrifice on the part of the poor, the regula- 
tions must be such as to insure the full and profitable 
occupation of their time, while at school : so that they may 
obtain the utmost possible proficiency in a given time. 
In this respect, free schools should excel those schools 
where the parents of the pupils pay for their education. 
Our regulations, which fix the progress to be made by 
each class in tl^ quarter, and proportion the remuneration 
to the teachers by the proficiency of the pupils, have had 
the happiest effect, not only in preserving the society from 
imposition, but in raising the character of the schools in 
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the judgment of those concerned, and the result has 
frequently been, not only that the parents, Tvho are able 
to pay, prefer paying our teachers to their having 
them taught elsewhere ; but the priests who have 
been goaded to set up free schools in opposition to ours, 
and which were at first filled with deserters from 
us, have soon had the mortification to see them 
deserted, and the pupils return under instruction where 
they were sure to be sedulously attended to. 

" Third — The prejudices of the people must be attended 
to, and every concession made short of the sacrifice of 
the great object. They are prejudiced in favour of Roman 
Catholic teachers : these the London Hibernian Society 
freely grants under peculiar circumstances. Our regula- 
tions securing the exclusion of all books but those of the 
society from the school ; the daily and constant reading of 
the Holy Scriptures, and the committing of them to 
memory by all the readers ; also by connecting due atten- 
tion to all those regulations on the part of the master, 
with his remuneration on the day of the quarterly inspec- 
tion — all the evil is obviated which might be dreaded from 
the employment of Roman Catholic teachers ; and thus 
guarded, we care not if the master be a bigoted papist, 
and the visiter a priest. It is » good saying of one of 
old — * Let me fill the bushel with wheat, and I care not 
for the efforts of those who wish to introduce the chaff.' 
Employing Roman Catholic masters duly qualified, has had 
a happy effect on the parents and on the individuals so 
employed. Fear of party design on the part of the patrons 
of the schools is thus removed, and the opposition given 
to such teachers by the priests, generally impress the 
parents with the conviction that the priests are actuated 
by sinister designs ; and with respect to the masters 
themselves, the result has been frequently most blessed, 
for they are sure not to be admitted to the rites of the 
church if they do not give up their situations. The 
conviction the teachers soon acquire, that the books are 
good, and that nothing but the best interest of the pupils 
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is intended by their employers, lessens their persecutors in 
their esteem, and weakens that idolatrous veneration in 
which they viewed them before : besides the very suspicion 
of heresy under which they at first read the Bible, makes 
them more observant of its contents. Very few of them, in 
a short time, retain their prejudices ; and where the Word 
has not ultimately a saving effect, the indistinct light they 
acquire, destroys their bigotry, and leaves them indifferent 
to the principal views of their party. 

" Fourth — Perseverance in every effort to maintain a 
school, when once opened. In this is included due attention 
to bring the parents to a sense of the advantages of the 
school — the real motives which actuate its opponents, and 
the irreparable injury they do their offspring in depriving 
them of the advantage. It would be necessary also to 
support the master, while he proves himself deeply inte- 
rested in r)egaining his pupils, during a period sufficient 
to ascertain whether restoration of the school be practi- 
cable ; and on this head I may add, that where all efforts 
for its permanent establishment seem to fail, it should 
be again re-opened, when the people manifest a conviction 
of their error, and promise not again to withdraw their 
children. 

"Fifth — I will close with a rule of procedure, which 
I doubt not will be duly appreciated by you and your 
associates in the good work ; and that is, implicit confidence 
in the promises of Him who cannot lie, and who has said 
that the Man of Sin shall be consumed by the Spirit of 
his mouth, and shall be destroyed with the brightness 
of his coming. — I remain, rev. sir, your respectful and 
affectionate servant, 

" Albert Blest." 
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THE LATE REV. JOHN BURKE. 

Since this memoir has been sent to the press, the 
author was truly concerned to hear that the above- 
named clergyman had entered into the r^t prepared 
for the people of God. He was a truly excellent 
minister of the Lord Jesus Christ, and a warm 
friend of the London Hibernian Society, who sacri- 
ficed his advancement in the church, at an early 
age, by an undeviating adherence to the cause of 
scriptural education. Mr. Blest thus alludes to 
him, in a letter to the Archbishop of Tuam, 
dated January 6, 1820 : — 

*^I am happy to have an opportunity of bearing 
my testimony to the truly Christian zeal of the 
Rev. John Burke, curate of Loughrea. From the 
commencement of the society's operations, this 
gentleman, rejoicing in the means thus afforded 
him of disseminating the word of God among a 
population so ignorant, and so unhappily circum- 
stanced as to be precluded from the benefit of his 
personal ministry, devoted himself entirely to the 
good work ; and it is to his cordial co-operation, 
that the establishment of most of our schools, to 
the present day, in the comity of Galway, is to be 
attributed. I feel that I ought to mention, like- 
wise, to your Grace, that through the powerful 
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interference of popish influence, he lost the pro- 
mised presentation to a valuable parish, for this 
conscientious adherence to Christian duty." 

Mr. Burke continued faithful to the interests of 
the London Hibernian Society ; and, in the autumn 
of the last year, travelled in company with Captain 
John Banks, R.N., and his assistant secretary, as a 
deputation through the greater part of the province 
of Ulster. He was then in the enjoyment of good 
health, and there was no apparent probability of 
his earthly ministry being so soon afterwards ter- 
minated in death. The author retains the most 
grateful recollection of the Christian affection which 
marked his farewell, on taking his departure, after 
a short sojourn in this neighbourhood. A member 
of his family gives the following gratifying, infor- 
mation, respecting his dissolution, in a letter to 
Captain Banks, dated January 6, 1843 — exactly 
twenty-three years after the foregoing communica- 
tion was written. In the former instance, it was 
but the favourable opinion of an erring fellow-mortal, 
expressed to the primate of the province in which he 
ministered to the Lord ; and when the following 
extracts were penned, he, as a faithful servant, 
had, no doubt, received his everlasting reward, from 
the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls: — 

*' Kilcol^an Vicarage, January 6, 1843. 

" Dear Sir — I regret that it is my painful duty 
to inform you of our sad bereavement. My beloved 
father, on Tuesday last, unexpectedly fell asleep in 
the arms of that blessed Saviour, whom it was his 
privilege and chief pleasure to proclaim to poor 
perishing sinners. He died depending alone on the 
finished salvation of our precious Redeemer. He 
was more than five weeks ill, and his sufferings were 
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very great from an abscess in his leg, which was 
opened on Tuesday morning last. At first, we were 
in the greatest delight at the rehef he got; but he 
was suddenly seized with a weakness, which ter- 
minated fatally within an hour. We have lost the 
tenderest and fondest of parents ; but we do not 
sorrow as others who have no hope. Just before 
the operation, he said — 'If the Lord will, he can 
bless the means about to be used; but it is far 
better to depart, and be with Christ'" 



The author considers that the solemnity of feeling 
connected with such a death-bed scene, is the most 
desirable frame of mind for the reader to close this 
memoir ; and will merely add, that nothing demon- 
strates more clearly the infinite power and wisdom 
of God, than the progressive accomplishment of his 
gracious purposes towards a fallen world, notwith- 
standing the successive removals of the earthly instru- 
ments which he condescends to employ. When 
institutions, established for the promotion of his 
glory, or individuals labouring in his vineyard, have 
performed their respective work, it is his sole prero- 
gative to prepare other agents to occupy their vacated 
positions : and may He exercise it, until his ever- 
blessed name be hallowed, from the rising of the 
sun to the going down thereof; and his will be 
knbwn and done in earth, as it is in heaven. 



THE END. 
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